
18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 4, 2020 

 

Text:  Philippians 3:4b-14  

Theme:  Know Christ     

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ – Amen  
 

For decades I have subscribed to the same weekly magazine and once 

I read them I toss them into the recycle bin.  All but three have been 

thrown away.  I kept the special edition from September 11, 2001.  I 

also kept the special commemorative issue on the tenth anniversary of 

9/11.  And the third one is dated July 21, 2008.  In that article Nelson 

Mandela was featured as he reflected on his lifetime of service and as 

he celebrated his 90th birthday.  As a special request from the one who 

interviewed him, Mandela also offered his insights into what makes a 

person an effective leader.  Soon I will be adding a fourth edition to 

my small collection as we continue to remember the life and legacy of 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  
 

I am in a constant search for examples of people who have led (or 

lead) with sound judgment and a sincere heart.  I search not only 

because I want to know how to better lead this congregation but 

because it is my responsibility as a follower of Jesus Christ to take the 

lead outside of the context of my vocation.  I believe it is our 

collective responsibility as Christians to acknowledge that we are all 

called to be leaders in the kingdom of God.   
 

In order to help us understand what that means I concentrated all of 

my efforts into studying the life of Paul as found in his letter to the 

Philippians.  It is my hope that we will discover together how to lead 

with integrity and purpose.  It is not a time in our history for any of us 

to sit back and watch the world pass us by from a safe distance.  We 

need to be like Paul who took hold of his God-given energy and 

passion for the sake of the gospel.   
 

As one entrusted with the gospel message Paul opened his letter to the 

Philippians with words of thanksgiving.  He tells us to remember with 

joy the people in our lives who do good works in the name of Jesus 

Christ.  When we start with gratitude it does at least two things.   

It helps us to center on the goodness of humanity and it tells us we are 

not alone in this work.  We are to lead with a grateful heart.  
 

His words are even more amazing when we take into consideration 

that Paul wrote this letter from prison.   He was charged with capital 

offenses and the threat of being put to death was real.  Yet he still 

instructed the Philippians to rejoice no matter how difficult their 

circumstances.   
 

We hear in Paul the call to always live in hope.  We are to choose life 

for as long as we exist on this earth.  Paul spoke openly of his struggle 

between wanting to embrace death which would allow him to be in 

the presence of Christ or to stay in the moment which would allow 

him to continue to witness the power of the resurrected Lord.  He 

chose life.  When we choose life even under the most difficult of 

situations we can look up to God and not be pulled down to the life 

swirling around us.  We are not only to proclaim this message; we are 

to model it.     
 

Paul in his prison looked beyond those dark walls to encourage and 

teach young communities of faith.  We are to do the same.  Nobody is 

exempt from those moments of feeling like we are locked up or that 

the walls will soon cave in on us.  When those prison moments come 

we are invited to be an example to others of what it means to face 

them with hope.  We lead with a sure confidence in our Lord.  We 

speak with greater boldness and without fear.  In no way are we to be 

intimidated. 
 

As we lead with a grateful heart and model what it means to live in 

hope Paul then encourages us to be imitators of Christ, to live in a 

way that allows other people to see the Christ in us.  I will be the first 

to admit that it is a challenge to be a pure reflection of Christ.  It is 

hard to walk in his footsteps.  Deep down I know that I will fall short.   
 

In our Wednesday morning Bible study we are highlighting some of 

the leaders that were called by God.  To date we have explored the 

leadership qualities of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses.  And to 

date we have learned that all of them failed in one way or another.  So 

this is not a call to perfection.  It is an invitation to be honest with 

God and to acknowledge our weaknesses.  God will take that which is 

weak and make it strong.   
 



As leaders in the kingdom of God, will the world see the Christ in us?   

Once more Paul instructs us to do nothing from selfish ambition.  We 

are to look to the interests of others.  We are to do all things without 

murmuring and arguing.  We are to honor others.  We are to rejoice in 

the Lord.   
 

Paul shows us one more quality of leadership that I find invaluable.   

It is evident in our lesson for today.   
 

Paul offered a brief outline of his life in order to help others under-

stand the root of his passion for Christ.  He wanted to let the members 

know how imperfect he was on his own but how his faith in Jesus 

Christ made him right before God.  A Jew by birth he took pride in 

his Jewish heritage.  He was a strict Pharisee and zealot for the law.  

He persecuted the early Christian communities.  And then he literally 

was blinded by the light of Christ and it changed everything.  He 

moved from pride in his own achievements to gratitude for a call that 

led to a new life.  He came to know Christ and that was all he needed 

to become one of the most profound leaders in the early church.   He 

was far from perfect in his faith but God used his imperfections and 

turned them into strengths.   
 

We learn from Paul how to turn the focus of attention away from 

ourselves and point everything to Christ.  We have permission to be 

vulnerable at the right time about the right things to the right people.  

And we can be honest that we do not have everything worked out but 

that together we can press on.  It is not part of our lesson but in verse 

17 Paul asked his brothers and sisters to join in imitating him and all 

the others who lived according to his example.  It was not a prideful 

or boastful invitation but one that was centered on his love for Christ. 
 

Please do not lose sight that this sermon is intended for all of us as we 

are all called to be leaders in the kingdom of God.  Please do not lose 

sight that this is not a time in our history for us to sit back and watch 

the world pass us by from a safe distance.  We need to be like Paul 

and use our God-given energy and passion for the sake of the gospel.  

We need to lead with a grateful heart, speaking words of hope as 

something that is attainable, striving to imitate Christ for the good of 

all, and being vulnerable so that we can center things back on Christ.      
 

I am inspired by Paul who went from being a persecutor of the early 

Christians to a zealot for Christ.  I am inspired by people like Nelson 

Mandela who spent twenty-seven years of his life in prison.  In all 

that time his resolve remained unbroken.  Once released from prison 

he became a global icon for peace and social justice.  Out of the 

things he said about leadership the ones that resonated with me 

centered on honesty, accountability, courage, and fairness (all coming 

from a man who was not always treated fairly).   
 

Then I look to the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who said this:  Fight for 

the things that you care about but do it in a way that will lead others 

to join you.  All excellent thoughts that I ultimately turn to (to learn 

how to lead in the kingdom of God).  Amen  

 


