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It was during our class on the Overview of the Bible that I developed a 

deep and abiding love for Habakkuk.  In our studies some of the other 

minor prophets were much more familiar to us like Jonah who sat in 

the belly of a fish for three whole days.  And we all embraced Micah 

who gave us one of our all-time favorite Bible verses:  And what does 

the Lord require of us but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with our God.  But Habakkuk?  Nobody knew anything 

about Habakkuk.  It was all new material but as we uncovered the 

story we found a hidden treasure (and I fell in love)! 
 

I am passionate about Bible studies because every time I pick up the 

Bible I learn something new and then I like to share my enthusiasm 

with anyone who will listen to me.  So, on the heels of this discovery I 

met with one of our faith conversation groups and suggested that we 

all read Habakkuk in the coming week.  I knew they would be equally 

amazed by its content.  One week later we met but to my dismay their 

response was less than enthusiastic.   
 

Lesson learned: On their own it was difficult to capture the beauty 

and the wonder of this text.  Without any historical background, it 

was impossible to understand the context.  It became my mission for 

them to know this minor prophet because his message in these three 

short chapters models for us how to ask God questions and how to 

remain in faith during a chaotic and difficult time in history.   
 

Imagine my joy and enthusiasm when I saw that the Old Testament 

lesson for today was from Habakkuk!  I am already excited! 
 

In Habakkuk, we are inside the head of the prophet as he processes all 

the events of the world around him.  In his voice we hear a lament 

(the cries of a broken heart).  What he witnesses is unbearable.  All 

around him there is violence and destruction.  People are fighting with 

each other and everywhere he turns there is trouble.  Nobody is 

adhering to the laws and there seems to be no justice.   
 

So many of the other prophets spoke to the people about God, but in 

this instance Habakkuk will only speak to God about the people and 

about their nation.  Instead of making declarations to the people to 

turn their lives around and repent of their sins, we are privy to a 

conversation that Habakkuk has with God and he is not afraid to bear 

his soul.  He knows that his people are not without sin, but things are 

out of control.  In his attempt to try to understand what God intends to 

do we hear him cry: 
 

O Lord, how long shall we cry for help and you will not listen? 

How long shall we cry – violence – and you will not save? 

Why do you let us see all this devastation? 
 

O how I love that Habakkuk tells God exactly what is on his mind.  It 

gives us permission (if you will) to reflect on what is making our 

hearts break.  He models for us a way to cry out to God with an 

honesty and with a rawness and with a depth that we may never have 

had the courage to express to God before.  And we certainly do not 

have to limit our cries to what is happening in the world or in our 

nation.  It can be about our jobs or our families or our health.   
 

We have all experienced times when we just want to know how much 

longer we need to live with uncertainty.  We want to know when God 

will step in because on our own, we are powerless.  It helps us think 

about the words we would use to express how perplexed we are about 

life when we are struggling and hurting.  It is such a gift that we have 

such an intimate relationship with God that we can ask God anything 

at any time!  We do not have to guard our words.  We just need to be 

ourselves and to be honest with God.   
 

And here is a wonderful distinction to make:   

Habakkuk is asking God questions so he can better understand.  It is 

different than questioning God.  When we question God, we seem to 

know what is best.  It indicates to God that our plans are somehow 

superior, and God should pay attention.  It implies a lack of faith.     
 

And what comes next is priceless (although it is omitted from our 

lectionary).  God provided a short-term answer and promised to deal 

with the situation.  But first God told Habakkuk to just look around 

and be astounded.  God was already at work in a way that the prophet 

would not believe even if he were told.   



Here it comes:  As a solution God said he would rouse the Chaldeans.  

I would have loved to have seen the face of Habakkuk when God 

made that announcement!  It was like adding fuel to the fire.  

Chaldeans were known for the way they swept through their nation 

like a wild avalanche over the world.  They were known for their 

ruthless leaders who ruled by defining justice in their own terms.   
 

Habakkuk knew this was not good.  It was ludicrous!  He opened his 

heart to God and pleaded with him to help him.  God then set him up 

to be astounded and amazed at what God was about to do and then 

God shocked him with an answer that he was not prepared to hear.   
 

It makes us think: 

What do we do when God answers us in a way that we do not like?   

What do we do when we do not get what we so fervently want? 
 

Once more Habakkuk takes the lead.  He paints a wonderful picture of 

him standing on this wall as he watches for God.  He has more 

questions for God in his quest to understand.  And God does not 

disappoint.  God comes and God tells Habakkuk:  
 

Write down the vision and make it simple.  Ultimately, my purpose 

will be realized.  If it seems as if it is taking too long to come, then 

wait for it.  Place your confidence in me and trust me.   
 

As we heard last week, God will triumph over evil.   

And this week we are invited to wait patiently for that day. 
 

Having heard all this, Habakkuk had no other questions for God.  In 

the third chapter he entered into a time of prayer.  His opening words 

start with – O Lord, I stand in awe of you.  He asks that the Lord 

remember the same mercy he showed to his people in the past.  In his 

musings, he recalls all the deeds of God in the days of the Exodus.  If 

God has delivered his people before, God can surely do it again.   
 

Habakkuk trusts in the goodness of God, and he resolves to do two 

things.  He will wait patiently for the Lord to act.  And while he waits, 

he will rejoice in the Lord.  It is important to understand that although 

he is at peace with God, he does not ignore the reality in front of him.  

As he looks at the world around him, he claims the Lord as his God 

and his strength.   

Almost every week in worship we cry out to God about what is 

happening in our world and in our nation that troubles us so much.  

And then we add our own troubles on top of it.  Although difficult to 

hear, in Habakkuk we hear the day for judgment and justice will 

come, but not yet.  In the meanwhile, we have faith in God – a faith 

that is resolute, exuberant, joyful, patient and unshakably strong, even 

during unthinkable suffering and confusion.  Amen 


