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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.  Amen  

 

It went into overtime but once the Steelers won their opening game it 

was time to organize my thoughts for the next sermon.  I read over all 

the lessons the night before and decided that we were going to spend 

our time talking about prayer.  It seemed like a much easier path to 

follow then to try to interpret (or worse yet to misinterpret) our gospel 

lesson for today (the Parable of the Dishonest Manager).     
 

But the New Testament lesson from 1 Timothy proved to be a bigger 

challenge than I expected at first glance.  It is a short passage that gets 

right to the point.  As Christians our compassion (as expressed in our 

daily prayers) should have no boundaries.  In our supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings (no matter what term we like 

to use) our prayers need to be broad enough to include everyone.  And 

there are to be no exceptions.   
 

While dwelling on the word everyone it got more interesting when the 

author gave a concrete example.  He tells us we are to pray for kings 

and all those in political positions.  His rationale is that it mirrors the 

desires that God has for humankind.  God ultimately wants us to lead 

a quiet and peaceful life where we act in godly ways and we respect 

the dignity of all.  It can only happen when we work together in our 

communities and in our nation and with our political leaders for the 

good of all.  It is why in our weekly prayers on a Sunday morning we 

pray for our country and our world. 
 

In general (and going no further about political leaders) it seems like a 

good day to take inventory on who is on our prayer list and the reason 

we are praying for them.  I assume that most people on our list 

include our family and friends and those who need healing.  We want 

God to bless them and keep them under his care.   

But if we take this lesson to heart (to pray for everyone) it forces us to 

think about who is not on our list.  It is easy to pray for those who are 

an integral part of our lives and those who think and act like us.  But 

then there are a whole lot of people in our lives and in this world who 

drive us crazy.  Do we dare to include them and (if we do) what is the 

tone of our prayers?   
 

When we think of all the prayer concerns in the world we can easily 

become overwhelmed.  How can we pray for everyone?  Are we even 

expected to do so or is this a lesson that fits the context of the early 

Christians as they struggled to live out their faith in a strong imperial 

setting and has nothing to do with us?   
 

Scripture is clear that God cares about every person so we should as 

well (that is the bottom line).  So in order to make our prayer list more 

inclusive of all people I offer one approach this morning that is very 

methodical and practical.  It is what I presented to our children this 

morning but I want to take it a step further for us as adults.   
 

We cannot include everyone (every day) with any depth unless we 

commit to an hour or two of prayer at a time.  But we can organize 

people and their situations into six broad categories and then assign 

them to the each of the days of the week.  Instead of praying in 

general terms we can center our daily prayers on specific concerns in 

these six categories for six days and then Sunday becomes an open 

and flexible seventh day of prayer. 
 

Let me give you a concrete example.  Tomorrow is the funeral for 

Queen Elizabeth II.  It would be a good day to center our prayers on 

the world.  Our prayers could include our own memories of the queen 

and her legacy and the transition of leadership that will take place in 

the United Kingdom.  We continue to watch the war in Ukraine and 

instead of just naming Ukraine in our prayers we could reflect on 

what exactly we want to communicate to God.  What is it about 

Ukraine that makes us so passionate about its people?  Where do we 

see the hand of God at work in the midst of so much destruction?  All 

could be included in our prayers if we do not rush from one category 

to another but instead let it rest in our hearts and souls on a given day.   
 

On the second day our prayers can center on our nation and the 

overall activities of our government.  We are still in the season of 



hurricanes and tornadoes and there are many in the path of these 

storms.  On the third day we can center our prayers on the church – 

the church at large and our local faith community.  We have an adult 

Catechism class starting this week and a new Bible study for men.  

We can pray for the people on our prayer list who have asked for our 

prayers. 
 

On the fourth day we can offer our prayers for the different ministries 

we participate in either at Redeemer or outside of our community.  

After Roberta talked about Rise Against Hunger today we can add it 

to our list.  In our prayers we can contemplate what resources we have 

that we can offer to them.  We can pray for those who die from 

hunger at such an alarming rate.  On the fifth day we can think about 

the friends, colleagues, and co-workers who have been (or are 

currently) a part of our lives.  What do we seek in our prayers for 

them?  And then on the final day of the week we can pray for our 

families and include ourselves and return to familiar territory. 
 

I offer this approach as one way to be more inclusive in our prayers.  

In whatever order that works we are then opening up our prayers for 

an intentional time to think about the specific needs in the world, our 

nation, the church, the different ministries that do the work of God, 

our friends, and our families.  These categories are not set in stone 

and can be changed based on the need at the time.   
 

We can go deeper with our concerns than our children and even 

include those who would normally not be on our list.  It makes our 

prayers more concrete.  It also makes us much more vulnerable before 

God and honest with ourselves.   
 

At least in my prayer life I need a little bit of structure before it comes 

more naturally to me.  Join our young people and take one sheet of 

paper as you leave worship today with the six categories on it.  And 

together we can start to be more aware of what is going on around us 

and what touches our hearts (those things that are good and those that 

challenge our compassion).  Stay with the category you have chosen 

for the day and see how deep you can go with your interactions with 

God.  And if you miss a day of prayer remember that we live by the 

grace of God.   
 

As believers in God through Christ we are called to pray continually.   

As best we can our prayers will help us extend the same grace, mercy, 

and love to others that God extends to us.   
 

Praying for all people is one of the ways that we show the love of God 

and it links us with others across every conceivable barrier.  We may 

not share the same culture or the same language or even the same 

ideals but we share a common humanity.  Just as Christ died for the 

sins of the whole world, praying for others brings us that much closer 

to living as one with Christ.  So we pray for all men and women, all 

children, all those whom we love and those whom we need to open 

ourselves to loving, and we pray for kings and all who are in high 

positions of authority.  We pray for everyone.     
 

As for the Parable of the Dishonest Manager.  

that is for another time – Amen   
 

 


