
15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 28, 2016 

 

Text: Luke 14:1 and 7-14 

Theme: A Place for You 

 

Last Sunday afternoon our Young Adult Group met at Stephanie and 

Chris’ home for dinner.  The Olympics were on in the background as 

we watched USA crush Serbia in men’s basketball.  Well, the truth is 

we really did not watch the game but instead we sat, ate, and talked.  

Chris grilled us some delicious hamburgers and Italian sausage in-

between the storms and eventually we moved to the dining room to 

share a meal.   
 

Although I do not look it, I love to eat and I love to eat with other 

people!  Last Sunday was a true Sabbath for me as we just leisurely 

sat and talked and laughed and even came up with some viable names 

for Jenna and Dan’s baby that is due the early part of next year.  And 

we now wait (with eager anticipation) on which name they eventually 

choose from our list.   
 

I have some general rules about meals.  I am a firm believer that they 

are not meant to be rushed.  We are to savor every bite and if we are 

blessed to have a table partner (or two) then we are to take advantage 

of that time and engage each other in a lively conversation.  All cell 

phones are to be turned off or at least silenced.  The entire meal 

experience is to be comfortable and enjoyable for everyone present 

which means we are to dine with people we know and love.  It makes 

no sense to eat with people who irritate us. 
 

Clearly Jesus has a very different set of rules that (in my opinion) are 

difficult to embrace.  Jesus is often described as eating with sinners 

and social outcasts which is normal for him but not necessarily for us.  

And in the gospel for today Jesus even shares a meal with a Pharisee.  

Pharisees disliked Jesus or at least disliked what he stood for.  And 

(according to our text) this Pharisee was so obnoxious that he spent 

all of his time keeping a close eye on Jesus, watching his every move.  

It is not what I would call the perfect setting for a perfect meal. 

 

But this is Jesus … and Jesus is not bothered in the least by the 

invitation or the close scrutiny by the host.  He is quick to turn what I 

would call an uncomfortable moment into a teaching opportunity.  

Once again he is demonstrating what it means to be inclusive and 

welcoming.  He does not mind sitting with people who challenge his 

authority.  He will make the most of their time together.   
 

In the fall I will hold classes for our young people who are ready to 

take their first communion.  Our study book is written by Daniel 

Erlander who beautifully illustrates through words and pictures the 

life and ministry of Christ.  He connects the sacrament of Holy 

Baptism with the sacrament of Holy Communion by walking us 

through the Holy Week experience.  He emphasizes throughout the 

book the inclusive nature of Christ.   
 

On every page our young people find pictures of sick people or those 

kneeling at the feet of Jesus asking to be forgiven of their sins.  We 

quickly recognize the Pharisees as they stand off to the side and watch 

Jesus from a distance who (by the way) Erlander identifies as the 

crabby people.  And at the end of the story, all are summoned to come 

and eat for there is a place at the table (that God has prepared) for all 

people. 
 

God is the host and we are his guests so Jesus is teaching us what a 

host does and what a guest should do. The host invites all kinds of 

people to break bread together.  The host includes the poor, the 

crippled, the blind, and the lame.  And we hear this and take it to 

mean that we should provide food for all those in need but this is a 

very different message.  We are not just called to feed them but we 

are asked to sit down at the same table with them and eat together.  

We are asked to become one with them as we sit at the same level 

with everyone else and eat the same foods.  There are no distinctions.  

All are equal as we contemplate the love of God through Christ.   
 

The reason all of this is difficult to embrace is because it is wonderful 

for Jesus to eat with all these different kinds of people and for Jesus to 

be so welcoming and inclusive (even to the crabby people) but I am 

not sure how much we follow his example.  As the church we 

welcome all people every Sunday to this altar and offer the body and 

blood of Christ to those who are baptized and bless those who are not.   

 



We provide food and services to the poor, the crippled, the blind, and 

the lame.  And we are blessed by all that we do! But how do we even 

attempt what Jesus is describing in the gospel?  Are we to take him 

literally or is this just another metaphor? 
 

There is a congregation in Pittsburgh that offers Tuesday evening 

services that are preceded by a home cooked meal.  Before I became a 

pastor I would join their members at 5 pm and we would walk across 

the street to a home for the physically challenged.  We would help 

about a dozen residents wheel themselves to the church for dinner.  

We made sure that the table allowed them enough room to sit with us 

and not apart from us.  And then when it came time for worship we 

took down the tables and set the chairs in a semi-circle.  There was 

only one row in order to (again) emphasize that we were equal when 

we shared the supper Christ prepared for us. 
 

At that same church in Pittsburgh there was a woman I often visited 

who loved to tell the story about the homeless people that came by her 

childhood home asking for food.  They would come to the back door 

and politely knock and hold out their empty bags.  But instead of 

filling their bags immediately with food, her mother flung the door 

wide open and invited them inside.  She only had one rule: Everyone 

needed to wash their hands before they sat down at the dining room 

table.  Once the hands were washed the family sat at the table with 

their new guests and ate their meal together.   
 

Who in their right mind would even think about doing something like 

that today?  We have been taught that strangers are not to be trusted 

and if we see anyone suspicious we are to notify the authorities 

immediately.  But I know of at least two ways that Redeemer can still 

enact this mandate.   
 

1) On November 13 we will partner again with Lutheran Social 

Services and host a thanksgiving meal for the refugee families.  It 

is a perfect opportunity for us not only to host the dinner but to 

take the time and sit with them and engage them in conversation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) And if we are blessed to call Erin today then part of what we hope 

to accomplish is to allow me more time to be outside of the office 

and in our community.  I have already decided that I could spend 

half my time at McLean Family restaurant or Starbucks or Star 

Nut and develop a whole ministry that centers around food. 
 

Jesus has a lot of rules about table fellowship.  Our meals are to be 

open and inviting and free of any obstacles.  We should avoid 

embarrassing ourselves by taking the seats of honor.  We are to make 

room for all kinds of people … people we know and love and people 

who challenge us and people who irritate us and those who cannot 

repay the favor … the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind and 

even crabby people.   
 

I do find it much more comfortable to eat with my family and friends.  

But Jesus is serious about who he spends his time with and who he 

eats with … it defines his ministry.   
 

Let it define our ministry as well.  Amen  

 


