
13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 14, 2016 

 

Text: Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Theme: A Cloud of Witnesses 

 

Over the last two weeks our readings have come from Hebrews 11.  A 

whole chapter that talks about faith, something we all agree to have 

on some level but also something we want more of … more faith and 

a stronger faith and a deeper faith.  In this one chapter alone we are 

given the names of numerous people who / by faith / witnessed the 

impossible (such as the parting of the Red Sea) and who by faith had 

the courage to endure pain and persecution (like the early disciples).   
 

Last Sunday I met people of faith when I made some home visits after 

our worship.  In every house I entered, I saw people who have been 

through some significant health concerns over the past few months.  

And in every house I entered, a family member was sitting by their 

side.  It is safe to say that everyone present was clinging to their faith 

and hoping that God will answer their prayers, promising to keep their 

faith intact no matter what lie ahead.   
 

I love home visits because we dwell in the word of God in an intimate 

way and the word comes alive for them (and for me).  All week long I 

entered houses and care facilities and invited our members to talk 

about the people in their lives who nurtured them in their faith and 

most people were quick to mention parents, Sunday school teachers, 

and even pastors.   
 

I have my own list of names that I have accumulated over the years.  

Growing up, I watched my grandfather take incredible care of my 

grandmother who suffered several strokes in her lifetime.  And as an 

adult, I watched my father walk in the shoes of his father as he took 

incredible care of my mother when her health deteriorated.   
 

Outside of my immediate family, I experienced people of faith like 

Katherine who lived a very simple life so that her accumulation of 

wealth could be distributed to the church when she died.  There was 

Gwen who sent birthday cards to all three of my children every year 

until they entered college.  And then there were Bea and Eleanore and 

Jean … Brent and David and Don.   

 

Who would be on your list? 

Who has modeled for you a life of faith? 
 

When we develop our list of names it is important that we do more 

than name the acts of kindness that were shown, but to remember the 

deeds as an act of faith.  By faith, my grandfather took incredible care 

of my grandmother.  On the Sundays that we were there to visit, he 

would steady my grandmother on his one side and then grab my hand 

in his as we slowly climbed the steps of the church to attend worship.  

By faith, my father did the same for my mother.  By faith, Katherine 

knew how to be a good steward of her resources.  By faith, I had the 

privilege to sit at the feet of people like Eleanore and Jean and Bea as 

they bore witness to how God worked in their lives. 
 

By faith … means that the great cloud of witnesses that are named in 

Hebrews 11 (and that we name ourselves) are obeying the will of God 

without any thought of reward.  And what is so incredible about this 

kind of faith is that the relationship between God and his people is so 

strong they are willing to believe crazy things like bearing children 

when both the soon-to-be parents are way beyond child-bearing age.  

This kind of faith is so deep that when people are put to the test they 

obey because they believe with all of their heart and soul in God.   
 

Oh … to have the faith of the people offered to us in Hebrews 11 that 

conquered kingdoms, wrestled with those in authority for the sake of 

justice, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fires, escaped death 

by the sword, and discovered strength out of weakness.   
 

Oh … to have more faith and a stronger, deeper faith … a faith that is 

dynamic and not passive.  In the Bible it does not say that by faith, 

Noah thought about building an ark.  Noah built an ark.  Abraham did 

not think about obeying God, Abraham picked up his tent and family 

and moved to a new, unknown location based on what God had told 

him.  Their faith was active and alive.  Gideon, Samson, and David 

waited with patience to hear from God with an unwavering faith and 

then when the call came, they did whatever was asked of them. 
 

 

 



Each of these people obeyed the call of God even when they did not 

have the full picture of how things would work out.  God spoke and 

they moved into action.  Sure they were uncertain of the future but 

they learned to trust God because God could be trusted.  God proved 

that he would accompany them in the best of days and in the darkest 

of days.  That is what we cling to / by faith.  That is why the list of 

names in Hebrews 11 is so important.  These people become our 

models of faith.  They teach us to stay focused on God through Christ.  

We are not to waver in our faith but we are to demonstrate our faith to 

others through our good works and out of thanksgiving for what God 

has done (no matter the circumstances we find ourselves in).   
 

Let me return for a moment to my list of people who bore witness to 

their faith.  My mother planted seeds of faith within me that obviously 

have deep roots.  I watched her all of my life and although not perfect 

she walked the walk as people like to say.  She was always an active 

participant in the church, she treated others kindly and fairly, she 

attended and led Bible studies, and she loved people.  But it was when 

she could no longer physically walk that her faith became an inspira-

tion to others.  It was when she could no longer do things because of 

her frailties (but never complained) that she bore witness to her faith.  

And when she finally entered hospice there was only one thing on her 

mind as friends gathered around her.  She wanted everyone to sing: 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus.   
 

And when I sat at her side that night and discovered she had already 

taken her last breath, by faith I repeated the words of the 23rd Psalm to 

her before I went upstairs to wake my dad. 
 

This sermon today is personal because we all have a personal list of 

people who are included in this great cloud of witnesses.  What we 

learn from them is that faith requires endurance, courage, and per-

severance.  It does not complain about the present but it uses the 

present and reframes it to reflect our love of God through Christ.   
 

We can ask for more faith and a stronger, deeper faith.  Faith will 

always be in process until we join Christ and the great cloud of 

witnesses in his heavenly kingdom.     
 

In the meanwhile our lesson for today offers words of encourage-

ment and something very tangible to do.  We are to keep our faith 

alive and let our faith be known to others through our good works.   
 

We are to join this race of faith and take the baton that has been 

passed to us from those who have gone before us and we are to run.  

We are to run with the message of the gospel to those who have not 

yet heard the good news of Jesus Christ.  And as we run we are to 

keep our eyes on the ultimate runner – the one who stands at the end 

of the race waiting for us to cross the finish line. 
 

Those listed in Hebrews 11 and those who have been models of faith 

for us now stand with Jesus and cheer us on – Amen  


