
12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 28, 2022 

 

Text: Luke 14:1 and 7-14 

Theme: Humility and Hospitality  

 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father  

and Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen  
 

For someone who loves to celebrate her birthday for as long as her 

family and friends can tolerate it (and who loves a good competition) 

the word humility is not considered one of my strengths.  And yet that 

word is what ties all of our lessons together.  So preparing this sermon 

became for me a good spiritual exercise that I hope will be of value to 

you as well. 
 

When we were last with Jesus he had just healed a woman who Satan 

kept bound for eighteen years.  From there Jesus went from one town 

and village to another, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.  We 

are now with him in the home of one of the Pharisees and about ready 

to eat a meal with the elite (with people of high status).   
 

It is an unusual setting for Jesus.  Normally he is in the home of his 

disciples or feeding the crowds of people who have come to see him.  

It is awesome that he can break bread with tax collectors and sinners 

and also feels comfortable in the home of a Pharisee.  It turns out to 

be the perfect setting for another teaching moment.  The rules around 

the dinner table were well established.  With whom one eats and 

where one sits were visible reminders of their status.     
 

Normally when we enter into the one of the stories found in the 

gospels we sit among his disciples.  In this lesson they are not 

mentioned so we will watch from a distance.  We know right away 

that those who oppose Jesus are watching his every move in order to 

collect evidence against him.  We witness the wisdom of Jesus as he 

answers their relentless questions and are quietly thankful that we are 

not like the Pharisees.   
 

As the story unfolds and Jesus observes how those present seek the 

places of honor, it made me stop and think.  I can only speak for 

myself but if I have a choice I like to sit up front.  

It is not a matter of status but my desire to be close to the action.  But 

maybe it is a matter of status and I am just fooling myself.  All of a 

sudden this story should be catching us off guard.  Should we be 

sitting off to the side with the disciples or take a seat among the 

Pharisees?  
 

Jesus then uses the example of a wedding banquet to teach us the 

ways of the kingdom.  Once more we are not to assume the places of 

honor because someone might just come along and tell us to move 

towards the back of the room.  We are not to exalt ourselves but be 

humble.   
 

I confess that when I go to a wedding reception I hope that the table I 

have been assigned is close to that of the bride and groom.  I go to a 

ball game and look for tickets that give me the best view.  I go to the 

Kennedy Center and want the best seats.  I sit on an airplane before 

take-off and longingly look at the first-class seats before the curtain is 

drawn and a line is established for the rest of our flight.   
 

Some of those rules of the Pharisees still hold.  The best seats are 

those closest to the host and we want them.  At board meetings key 

staff members sit at the table and others sit at the back of the room.  A 

savvy person can walk into the boardroom and determine rank simply 

by observing where people sit.  At sporting events the best seats are 

boxes elevated above and separate from the crowd.  A person with the 

right connections can always get a good ticket.  A person without any 

connections might not be able to purchase a ticket at any price.   
 

And then Jesus adds one more thing for us to consider.  He advises us 

against inviting people who will return the favor and who will pay us 

back with their own invitation or something comparable.   
 

So this is where we continue to wrestle with this story.  What makes 

us into a humble person?  Maybe we can make some simple 

corrections to our behavior.  Before we sit down at the dinner table 

we can wait for our host to tell us where to sit.  At board meetings it 

would be easy to make room at the table for everyone so that there is 

no distinction among the staff members.  We could trade our seats in 

the boxes at sporting events or at the Kennedy Center with those 

sitting in the last row.  It would certainly make an impression to those 

who were the recipients of such grace and there would be no payback.    
 



But it seems that Jesus is asking more of us than just our willingness 

to exchange seats.  At the heart of his encounter with the Pharisees is 

that they had too high of an opinion about themselves.  They were the 

ones who were gifted and knowledgeable and accomplished and the 

further distance they put between themselves and the poor, the lame, 

the crippled, and the blind the more they could ignore them.   
 

Jesus is asking us to take an honest assessment of ourselves.  We are 

to celebrate our gifts as blessings we receive from God.  We are to be 

grateful for that we have and then see how it can be shared.  St. Paul 

calls us to this kind of honesty when he says in Romans 12 –  

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 

yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 

sober judgment.   
 

And then later in his letter to the Philippians he writes – Do nothing 

out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 

better than yourselves.  Each of  you should look not only to your own 

interests but also to the interests of others.   
 

In this sober realism we invite the Holy Spirit to search and reveal the 

truth about ourselves, make the necessary corrections to our sense of 

self-importance, and apply it to our hearts and minds.  As we come to 

know better our strengths and weaknesses we then move beyond our 

preoccupation with ourselves to love of God and neighbor.  As we 

serve our neighbors in love we will find ourselves growing in the 

humility of Christ – which lies at the heart of a true spiritual life.   
 

We are not saying we should think less of ourselves in terms of our 

gifts and abilities but rather do not let those things puff us up to the 

point that we think we are better than others.  Humility as defined by 

Jesus helps build on our positive traits for the good of all.   
 

Humility and hospitality are blended together in our lesson today.  

Once we are comfortable with ourselves and know our place in the 

kingdom of God then we follow the example of Jesus and make room 

for others (especially those who cannot pay us back).   
 

As my grandchildren head back to school I remember them sharing 

with me about buddy benches.  A buddy bench has become a popular 

item on school playgrounds.  Any student who is alone and needs a 

friend to play with can sit on the bench during recess.   

Other students are encouraged to invite those they see sitting on the 

bench to play with them.  A twelve-year-old girl in Indiana was 

instrumental in acquiring three benches for her school.  Next she 

wants to undertake other kindness projects.   
 

In an interview this twelve-year-old said she was motivated to do 

things that would make a difference and hoped it would inspire other 

people to do the same.  All of her ideas came after she attended a 

Bible camp over the summer.  I wonder if one of the lessons she 

studied was from Luke 14.  Amen   

 
 
 
 


