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Text: Luke 12:32-40 

Theme: Do Not Be Afraid 

 

It seems like there is so much to fear these days.  On a global level 

there are constant threats of terrorist attacks, the economy frequently 

takes us for a rollercoaster ride, and we are told to be cautious in our 

travels so as not to contract the Zika virus.  At a time in our history 

when snipers appear in airports, bars, and shopping malls everyone 

attending the Olympics will walk around with an eye open to anyone 

who looks suspicious.  And closer to home, we never want our doctor 

to say the word cancer and we certainly do not want to be told we are 

in the early stages of Alzheimer’s.  And it does not matter if we are 

employed, unemployed or retired because we all worry about personal 

finances.   

Do we have enough money to send our children to college? 

Do we have enough money saved to outlive our investments? 
 

It is impossible to escape our fears.  Every so often I deliberately stop 

watching the news because it is so difficult to see and hear the sounds 

of another mass shooting or another bombing incident.  And when 

(instead) I decide to watch some nonsense show then all of a sudden 

there is a breaking news alert crawling at the bottom of my television 

screen that brings me back to reality and I switch to the news station. 
 

In my humanness I smiled to myself when I read the opening words 

of our gospel lesson … do not be afraid, little flock.  It is a wonderful 

sentiment but I wanted to tell Jesus that we cannot so readily rid 

ourselves of our fears.   
 

Jesus knows fear has been a part of our human condition since the 

time of Adam and Eve.  Remember how they both ate the fruit of the 

forbidden tree and then hid themselves from the presence of the Lord?  

The Lord walked around the garden and called out to them, asking 

them where they were.  Adam came out from behind the bushes and 

said they were afraid because of their nakedness and so they hid.   

 

From that moment on we have lived in fear and it has spread across 

centuries of human experience.  So, Jesus, it is difficult to digest these 

extraordinary words of comfort in an increasingly threatening world 

… do not be afraid.   
 

Yet in those four simple words we are invited to have enough faith in 

God to believe that what we see is not the end of the story.  It is a 

reminder that the fears of this world do not have to define our lives.  

In all of our lessons a tapestry of claims about God are woven through 

the fragile thread of human existence.  We learn that God is sovereign 

and God offers us his gracious presence as an antidote to our 

problems of being an over-confident, complacent, and fearful people.   
 

We do not believe in a God who (after creating the universe) sits back 

and dispassionately watches the world unfold in disarray.  We believe 

in a God who in the earlier part of Luke 12 attends to sparrows, 

ravens, and the lilies of the field.  We believe in a God whose concern 

for us extends to his desire to count the very hairs on our heads.  
 

And when I place Psalm 33 next to our gospel lesson, I learn more 

about this God who dispels our fears.  Immediately we note the 

positive tone –  

Rejoice in the Lord O you righteous 

Praise the Lord with music  

Sing to him a new song 
 

And the reason we praise God is because his word is upright and all 

his work is done in faithfulness.  God loves justice and the earth is full 

of his steadfast love.  God speaks and the heavens are made.  God 

gathers the waters of the sea and sees that it is all good.  God speaks 

again and the world comes into existence.  God commands and every-

thing stands firm.  This is the One who has power over our fears.   
 

I have shared with you before that when we read Scripture it is a good 

discipline to read the assigned passage over and over again and let the 

words sink slowly into our hearts.  And when we come to a particular 

verse that really speaks to us then we can pause and dwell on those 

words for as long as is necessary.  In this case I paused at Psalm 33:13 

  The Lord looks down from heaven and he sees all humankind. 
 

 



What exactly does God see from that distance?  From where he sits he 

watches us and he observes all of our deeds.  The eyes of the Lord are 

on those of us who are in awe of him, on those of us who hope in his 

steadfast love. 

What do you think God sees when he looks at us? 

What do you suppose is going through his mind as he watches us? 
 

We watch and wait all the time for God to make himself known to us 

especially in the midst of so much turmoil.  We stare out the window 

seeking some sign that he is close enough to touch.  We listen hard to 

hear his promises for a better tomorrow.  But the psalmist tells us that 

the Lord is also watching and waiting for us.  God has this incredible 

view of the world and its people from as high as the heavens and can 

see it all.  So from his perspective I ask you again … 

What do you think God sees when he looks at us? 

What do you suppose is going through his mind as he watches us? 
 

Looking at every country and nation, will God see our selfishness, our 

apathy, bickering, prejudices, pettiness and fears?  Does God see us 

terrorizing and threatening one another at the cost of innocent lives?  

Or will God see us showing kindness to others?  Does God see us 

reaching out to help a neighbor in need?   
 

Each of us will have a different perspective on what we think God 

sees.  We will project onto God our own feelings of what God is 

thinking.  We will make assumptions about how the creator of the 

universe views us and his world.  But when we return to the gospels, 

the words and actions of Jesus will tell us exactly what God sees and 

what God thinks.   
 

God through Christ sees everything with eyes of compassion and love 

and forgiveness.  For example, we could encounter a drug addicted 

homeless person on the streets and determine that he is just looking 

for ways to skirt the welfare system while God will look upon the 

same person and see a once promising intelligent young man who fell 

on hard times and made some wrong choices.   
 

When we see the world we see the dysfunction and the pain.  When 

God sees the world he sees how different people have both helped and 

hurt us.  He sees our disappointments, our fears, our failures and how 

all these things have changed us in good and bad ways.   

He also sees that we are doing the best that we can.  He sees that we 

are searching for answers that will lead us back on the right path. 
 

It has been a while since I offered you a spiritual exercise so let me 

offer you two instead of one.  In the coming week, look at the world 

through the eyes of God.  Look at the people around you and find the 

good in them.  Observe their behaviors and put the best construction 

on them.  And by the end of the week maybe we all will have a better 

understanding of what God sees in others and then have a fuller 

understanding of what God sees in us.   
 

And for the second spiritual exercise, I invite you to turn off the news 

each day (at least for a while) and use that time to re-read our lessons 

for today.  Sing a new song in praise of God who is so powerful that 

he can silence our fears.  Witness the faith of Abraham and examine 

your own faith.  Trust that God sees our fears and has the power to 

quiet our spirits.  And when you hear the words – do not be afraid – 

smile / not because you believe it is so far-fetched / but because you 

truly believe God is present an increasingly threatening world.  Amen  

 


