
11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 21, 2022 

 

Text: Luke 13:10-17 

Theme: Jesus Saw Her  

 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father  

and Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen  
 

There is an old Jewish parable called The Parable of the Fifth Son that 

goes like this: A man has five sons.  Four are at the table eating.  But 

the fifth son is the one who is not at the table.  The fifth son has gone 

wayward.  Yet his seat is still reserved for his return.   
 

Michael thinks he may have seen the fifth son.  He sits on a bench 

with all of his belongings in a plastic bag.  Seven days a week he sits 

as if in silent protest.  Not once has he asked for any food or money.  

Every day he speaks to Michael (when Michael passes him by) but 

without saying a word.  One day Michael asked his general manager 

about the man on the streets and he shared that in all the years he has 

worked downtown he never once saw this man begging.  His response 

made Michael pause uneasily.  This man sat there unnoticed for years 

and no one has helped him. 
 

But Marcia also thinks she has seen the fifth son.  Late one night in 

December she was in the check-out line at a store to purchase several 

toys for a holiday fundraiser.  The line was moving slowly and the 

people ahead of her were grumbling about the cashier.  When it was 

finally her turn to check out, Marcia was startled to see an elderly 

man hunched over the cash register.  His expression was one of 

weariness and defeat after listening to the harsh criticisms from the 

shoppers in front of her.  As he carefully scanned the toys she selected 

Marcia could not help but wonder what circumstances in life made it 

necessary for this old gentleman to work through the night in a busy 

department store.  She thought about him for days afterwards.   
 

We call them invisible people – the poor and downtrodden, the home-

less, mentally challenged, those on welfare, ex-offenders, those in our 

country illegally, the uneducated and unskilled, and even our elderly.  

They are the fifth son who is not at the table.  In our gospel lesson for 

today Jesus reminds us that they have a place in the kingdom of God.  

In his woodcut from Pilgrim’s Progress the artist depicts a man bent 

over much like the woman in Luke.  Strapped to his back are large 

rocks that represent his sins.  On the rocks the question is written:  

What shall I do to be saved?  He tries to walk forward but his burden 

is too great.  Behind him people are laughing and ridiculing him. 
 

Like the homeless man, the elderly cashier, the burdened pilgrim, and 

the bent-over woman, many of us have seen the forces in life that can 

cripple us.  For those who suffer chronic illnesses or have experienced 

loss we are burdened by the weight of our grief.  As the virus eases its 

grip on us we see how deeply people have been affected emotionally 

by two years of isolation and worry.  We have economic and job 

security issues as the price of everything escalates.  As the schools in 

our area start to open up the administrators are desperate for teachers.  

For all of you who retired I heard this week that one school district is 

offering $60,000 as an incentive for you to return to the classroom.  

The weight of each concern and the burden of our sins bend us over 

until we can no longer straighten up.   
 

Note we are not talking about physical reasons to be bent over.  Luke 

was clear that it was her spirit.  It made me think about how many of 

us like to hide what is going on inside of us.  We stand tall on the 

outside but inside we are bent over.  I wonder how it would look if 

our true emotional and spiritual conditions were made visible (to the 

fullest degree) in our outward appearances.  What if all of us who 

showed up to church this morning bore on the outside our true nature.  

I believe we would look like a scene from John 5 where a great 

multitude of people gathered around the pool of Bethesda sick, blind, 

lame, and paralyzed. 
 

A woman in my teaching parish was struggling with some issues that 

emotionally paralyzed her.  She spent months reflecting on the lesson 

from Luke 5.  In the story some men carried their paralyzed friend to 

Jesus to be healed.  The crowds were so great that they had to cut 

through the roof of the house and lower him to Christ.  It was the 

perfect lesson for my friend.  She became the one on the cot.  It gave 

her the opportunity to reflect on her support system (those who would 

carry her to Jesus).  She finally had a breakthrough and was so excited 

about her latest discovery that she came running towards me as I was 

leaving the church.   



With joy in her heart she said she was no longer paralyzed.  I shared 

her excitement and then she said – But now I am blind.  I then invited 

her to study John 9 – the story of the man born blind.   
 

In order to restore our health and freedom we seek the help of doctors 

and mental health professionals and social workers.  Like the pilgrim 

sometimes we look for ways to heal ourselves.  But then there is the 

woman in Luke.  It seems no health care system could straighten her 

and no amount of therapy could unbend her. 
 

We meet her in the synagogue where Jesus is teaching on the Sabbath.  

She has been crippled for eighteen years.  She is bent over and quite 

unable to stand up straight.  Once again this was not a physical illness.   

It was Satan who bound her for all those years.  Her spirit was 

weakened by his evil intentions to the point that she could no longer 

keep it inside.  Her true condition was made visible in her outward 

appearance and that (in turn) made her invisible to everyone around 

her.  She became an outcast.  
 

But Jesus saw her and called her over to him.  Immediately he set her 

free from her illness and released her from the bondage to Satan that 

was at the root of her condition.   
 

Jesus sees us and knows what keeps us bent over and crippled.  He 

sees both our emotional and spiritual illnesses.  He sees us and wants 

to set us free.  We all stand before God as broken and unable to stand 

up straight.  In the church we take a few minutes in each service to 

confess our human condition and then we celebrate that the eyes of 

Christ are upon us.  Jesus sees us and calls out to us, touches us, heals 

us, and liberates us.    
 

But wait there is more!  Our lesson stopped at Luke 13:17 but in the 

very next verse it reads – He said therefore – What is the kingdom of 

God like?  And to what shall I compare it?  Jesus will now interpret 

for the crowd what he just accomplished for this woman.  He offers 

some insights into what we can expect in his kingdom.  It is like a 

mustard seed that some took and sowed in the garden.  It grew and 

became a tree and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.  It is 

like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of 

flour until all of it was leavened.   
 

Only in Luke are these two parables put at the end of this story.   

 

What is the kingdom of God like?  It is where the grace of God is 

extended in surprising ways to unexpected people.   

According to the crowds this woman had no place among the people 

of God and was excluded from society.  She who was bent over in a 

shameful position and demonized was fully restored into the 

kingdom.  God takes that which is small and makes it stand as tall as a 

tree that houses the birds of the air.  God takes even the most 

insignificant amount of yeast and flour to make an enormous amount 

of bread.   
 

We live in the kingdom of God and we must not forget that everyone 

is included.  At our own table the fifth son might be missing.  We 

need to reserve a seat for their return.  Michael (who shared the story 

of the homeless man) later joined the ranks of the less desirable and 

unwanted because he lost his job.  He understands better how 

disconnected the homeless man must have felt.  As for Marcia (who 

shared the story of the older cashier) she is much more compassionate 

and loving to the elderly.  She no longer sees their weaknesses but 

rather their strengths and their courage.  In the kingdom of God we 

are to see what Jesus sees.  Amen  


