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Text: Luke 11:1-13 

Theme: Bargaining with God 

 

My one daughter and her husband (who live in the area) like to go out 

on dates and I am very willing to take care of my grandchildren in 

their absence.  We have a routine.  Between 8 and 8:30 pm Hobbs has 

a glass of milk, we read some books, and then we head upstairs for his 

bedtime.  Once he is settled and asleep then I go downstairs and spend 

some one-on-one time with Hannah before she has to go to bed.  

Well, the truth is that Hannah does not ever make it to bed on my 

watch.  Suddenly it is 9:30 or 10 pm and her parents arrive home and 

there we are sitting on the couch reading a book or watching 

something on my iPad and she is still wide awake. 
 

So finally my daughter sat me down and laid down the law.  She 

explained to me that Hannah had to wake up early for school and it 

was imperative that she get to bed on time.  I told my daughter that I 

could do this … not a problem.  So the next time I was watching my 

grandchildren (and it was time to brush teeth) I decided to have a 

serious conversation with Hannah.  After all, she just turned five and I 

knew she could understand the gravity of the situation.  So this is 

almost word for word how that all went down … 
 

So Hannah, your mom told me that you need to be in bed before they 

come home tonight.  You have school tomorrow.  So let’s give it a try 

tonight … do it for grandma!  But grandma, I love our time together 

once Hobbs is in bed (as she offers me a hug).  Well maybe if you just 

lie down in your bed I will tell you some stories until you fall asleep.  

But grandma, we will wake up Hobbs.   
 

I sense impending failure on my part so I try again: Well maybe you 

can just lie in your bed and pretend that you are asleep so when your 

parents get home at least you are in bed.  But grandma, you know that 

is not how it works!  That is just not what we do when you are 

watching us.   
 

And I could tell by her body language that the conversation just ended 

as she walked away and headed downstairs to the couch. 

 

One parent shared that nobody would ever guess that he got an A in 

his negotiation class at Harvard.  He successfully negotiated the finer 

points of an international treaty with the CIA, the US Military, and 

leaders from various foreign governments but at home it was his 

daughter who often won any negotiations.  She could size up the 

power dynamic in two seconds and make a deal just as quickly. 

It is time for bed.  Just five more minutes 

It is time to turn off the television.  Just one more show 
 

And then we (as adults) think we have this all figured out and we 

utilize our own tactics – 

If you eat your vegetables then you can have dessert 

If you complete your chores then you can buy a new toy 

And it escalates from there 
 

As soon as we learn to talk, we begin to negotiate deals to get what 

we want.  And the older we are, the higher the stakes.  Our requests 

are no longer frivolous.  They are real and they are offered with 

sincerity.  We talk people down on prices that seem too high.  We 

make promises to do better when we are threatened with punishment.  

We compromise with a spouse as a marriage begins to dissolve.   
 

And even beyond our interactions with each other, we have this whole 

concept of negotiating with God.  In our lesson in Genesis, Abraham 

begs God not to destroy Sodom if just ten people of faith could be 

found in that wicked city.  In Genesis 28, Jacob needs protection and 

he offers God a tithe of all that he has if God comes through for him.  

In 1 Samuel 1, Hannah desperately wants a child and pours her heart 

out to the Lord and even promises to offer her child to the Lord if he 

grants her this one wish.  All three petitions are answered but then 

there is St. Paul who begs the Lord to remove the thorn from his side 

but yet it is never taken away.  I will be bold enough to say that even 

Jesus asks his heavenly Father to have the cup of death removed from 

him but it is not granted. 
 

In the business world there are three key points to any successful 

negotiation – be clear, be logical, and do not give up.  Even Jesus tells 

us to just ask, and it will be given you.  Seek with all of your heart 

and you will find what you are looking for … knock and the door will 

be opened for you. 
 



How many times have we turned to this passage when our prayers 

have not been answered?  If only we knew the right words to say or 

knew the right way to pray or persisted in our prayers until we wore 

God down, then maybe we will be able to persuade God (with all 

sincerity) to answer our prayers.  Maybe if we promise to do 

something special for God (or for his people) then God will hear us 

and grant us our wishes. 
 

Are these words of Jesus a blanket promise with no strings attached?  

Do we assume that these words mean … ask for anything we want 

and God will give it to us?  That simply turns God into someone who 

serves us rather than the other way around.  But if we examine these 

words within the context of the rest of Luke 11, then we begin to 

understand what it means to pray persistently and in faith and to wait 

with patience for the outcome of our prayers. 
 

The disciples want to know how to pray and Jesus offers a model 

prayer.  We have turned this prayer into the perfect prayer.  This is the 

way we should pray.  These are the exact words we should use.  But 

Jesus continues the conversation with his disciples and tells them to 

also pray with persistence.  In Luke, Jesus is less concerned with 

correct words used at the correct time but he wants us to know that 

the shape of any prayer is dependent on recognizing the one to whom 

we pray.   
 

We pray to God the Father whose graciousness is realized in what 

God provides for us and sometimes that can exceed anything that we 

ever expected.  And because we are in relationship with this 

benevolent God then we are free to ask, to search, and to knock 

knowing that God will answer all of our prayers with everything that 

is good.  And not only will we receive everything that is good but in 

the very last verse in our lesson for today, Jesus tells us that our 

heavenly Father will even shower us with the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

When we recite the Lord’s Prayer later in our worship please note 

that Jesus did not give us a lesson on how to persuade God to do what 

we ask of him.  Jesus taught us to concentrate not on what we can get 

from God but rather to see what we have received from God.  Those 

are two very different things!  What we want might be behind the 

door that remains tightly closed.  And what God offers to us might be 

behind the door right next to it (or the next one or the next one).   

But sometimes we never see our prayers answered because we stand 

in front of the same door and keep knocking and never take the time 

to look around to see what else God is doing on our behalf.   
 

Someone once said that God answers prayers in one of four ways – 

Yes / No / Wait / Are you kidding? 
 

We may think our prayers have no effect.  We may wonder how we 

even dare to keep approaching God with the same petitions week after 

week (year after year) but let the example of Abraham make us bold 

and let the teachings of Jesus make us free.  In the business world we 

are taught to be clear, be logical, and do not give up.  Jesus teaches us 

to ask for the wisdom to know what God desires of us, search for that 

which is good and believe that God will always leave a door open.  

Amen  

 


