
10th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 14, 2022 

 

Text: Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Theme: Pioneer and Perfecter of Our Faith   

 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father  

and Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen  

 

Batman, Captain America, Spiderman, and Superman!  Over the last 

few weeks I have been showing people a photo of all four superheroes 

dangling from the top of a building.  They were not there to fight a 

crime but to wash the exterior windows at the Children’s Hospital in 

Pittsburgh.  Just imagine the look on the faces of the children when all 

of a sudden they saw one of their superheroes outside their window.    
 

Superheroes have some good qualities to teach our children.  Super-

heroes appear out of nowhere and use their superpowers to save the 

day, to protect the public, and to fight crime.  They choose right over 

wrong and show a deep compassion for those in distress.   
 

A teacher asked her fifth graders to write about their personal heroes 

and role models.  One little girl brought her essay home and showed it 

to her parents.  Her father was flattered to discover that his daughter 

had chosen him.  Why did you pick me? he ask proudly.  She replied – 

Because I could not spell DiCaprio!   
 

In the letter to the Hebrews we have a different list of people that the 

author wants us to consider as role models and heroes of the faith.  

They are the ones we are to look up to and strive to be like.  Last 

week it was Noah who believed God and built an ark to save his 

family.  It was Abraham who obeyed God and picked up all of his 

possessions to go to a new land (not knowing where he was going).  It 

was Moses who trusted God and left Egypt no longer afraid of the 

Pharoah.   
 

Our lesson for today continues with even more names of more role 

models.  It is titled The Faith of Other Israelite Heroes and includes 

these neat, little sound bites.  Each is introduced by the words by 

faith.  By faith these action figures in the Bible (such as Gideon, 

Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, and Samuel) conquered kingdoms, 

fought for justice, shut the mouths of lions, and put foreign armies to 

flight.   
 

And then in Chapter 12 (after the author has given us the standard by 

which to measure faith) he takes it a step further and invites us to 

consider the ultimate embodiment of faith in the person of Jesus 

Christ.  He tells us to look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our 

faith.  Jesus was obedient to the will of God.  We are to be obedient to 

the will of God.  Jesus showed unconditional love for all people.  We 

are to do the same.  It enabled him to endure the shame of the cross.  

He never lost sight of the joy that was set before him even though he 

suffered greatly.  It sets it up for us to think how we too can find joy 

in our suffering.       
 

Since Jesus is the perfect example for our faith (a faith that allows us 

to witness how God can do things we never thought possible) (a faith 

that gives us the courage to endure any kind of pain) and since Jesus 

is the perfect role model then how do we explain the gospel lesson for 

today?  Are we to imitate and act on his words that are so stark and 

even shocking?   
 

I came to bring fire to the earth and how I wish it was already 

kindled!  Do you think I have come to bring peace to the earth?  No, I 

tell you, but rather division!   
 

With the text from Hebrews still fresh in our minds let us attempt to 

understand these words of Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our 

faith.  We find it especially important since we live in a climate of 

perpetual division – both in our country and around the world.  It is 

peace we crave and as peacemakers we would do anything to avoid 

conflict.  We crave unity and will do anything to protect and defend 

the status quo.  We want stability more than anything else.   
 

Since the gospels are silent about the first thirty years of his life we 

learn about Jesus through his ministry.  We know for a fact that Jesus 

seemed to cause trouble wherever he traveled.  He disrupted the lives 

of those he encountered and challenged their beliefs.  He was not this 

nice, quiet rabbi who adhered to all the rules and regulations of his 

time.  He did not defend the status quo.   

 



I would not be surprised if these very words that we are hearing today 

ranked at the top of the list as the ones the authorities used to justify 

his crucifixion.  Jesus paid a high price for his disruptions.  I believe 

what we are hearing from Jesus is the price we will pay if we take the 

gospel message seriously.  Let me use a letter that was written to the 

clergy in Birmingham, Alabama, to help explain what I mean.   
 

It was 1963 and it was Good Friday.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

almost 50 other protestors and civil rights leaders led a demonstration 

through the heart of Birmingham.  It was designed to bring national 

attention to the treatment of blacks in that city.  Prior to that there 

were other attempts to find peaceful ways to enact change but to no 

avail.  The protestors then decided to ignore a recently passed law that 

prohibited public gatherings without an official permit. They set up 

their demonstration and were subsequently arrested.   
 

This was his thirteenth arrest and King did not want to be let out of 

jail too soon.  He thought he could try once more to draw attention to 

the plight of black Americans.  A friend smuggled into his cell a letter 

written by eight local Christian and Jewish religious leaders.  The 

letter criticized both the demonstration and King, himself, whom they 

considered an outside agitator.  They pleaded with him to stop the 

marches.  In response King wrote an impassioned defense of his use 

of nonviolent, but direct, actions.  It is the famous Letter from 

Birmingham Jail and in it he said: The peace you are defending is no 

peace.  The calm that you are pleading for is a calm based on a 

horrible injustice.   
 

I will be the first to confess to you that I am a peacemaker.  But I 

understand these words of Jesus better now than when I became a 

pastor over 27 years ago.  I was young enough to experience the racial 

divide in our country in the 60s but not old enough to participate in 

the church conversations.  I do so now because the issue is still before 

us.  I have also been at the table for some of the other issues that the 

church has wrestled with over the years.  It includes the initial tension 

over our full communion relationships with other faith traditions and 

the determination of how open we would be as a church to the 

LGBTQ+ community.  I know well both the blessing and the division 

these issues cause.  But I must confess it is worth the struggle.   
 

When we look back on our own lives we have to admit that if we are 

open to it we learn more and grow more during times of stress.  If our 

lives were all about peace and placidity there would be very little 

growth of the kind that Jesus is suggesting.  It is natural for us to want 

life to be smooth sailing filled with a predictable routine.  God uses 

our times of stress and disruption to teach, to show us his presence, to 

walk with us, and to care for us.   
 

Jesus came to light a fire under us.  Have all the hungry been fed or 

all those who thirst been given something to drink?  Has every 

stranger in our midst been welcomed?  Has the naked been clothed or 

the sick been taken care of by us?  Have the ones who sit in prison 

been visited?  Jesus did not come to bring peace when there are 

horrible injustices still happening in our world.   
 

In Scripture we learn that there is only One to whom we look to and 

idealize above all others, who represents a vision of what we may be 

and should long to become, whose person should fascinate and 

captivate us more than the superheroes of our time.  It is Jesus, the 

pioneer and perfecter of our faith.  Amen  

 


