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Genesis 3:16 

Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you. 

 

Interpretation of the word desire of the woman for the man is unclear. 

It could involve a desire for mastering something (as it is used in Genesis 4:7): 

Its desire is for you, but you must master it. 

In this sense the desire could be stopped by the husband (if he chose to stop it). 

More likely it means that despite the pains of childbirth, she will still long for sexual intimacy. 

 

The rule of the husband could be a general reference to patriarchy. 

Scholars see patriarchy as a departure of what God intended in creation. 

Rule of the male is neither a divine right nor a male prerogative. 

Rule of the man over the woman is part of the judgment on the man as much on the woman. 

Patriarchy and other tribulations came because of sin.  

 

Genesis 9:13 

I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 

 

In the ancient Near East and in Israel, the (rain)bow was a divine weapon. 

Lightning bolts were equivalent to arrows. 

No other Hebrew word gives us the word rainbow. 

1) One view is that the rainbow is associated with promise rather than judgment. 

It changes the meaning of the symbol (bow) and becomes a sign of peace rather than war. 

View is a stretch since the broken bow is a symbol of peace. 

2) Another view is that the rainbow is associated with both promise and judgment. 

Focus is placed on the means by which God keeps the promise. 

God uses the bow to protect creation from world-wide flooding. 

Bow serves as an important sign of God’s on-going and deep commitment to creation. 

Name in Hebrew comes from the verb אבר (abar) which means to pass over or through. 

 

Genesis 17:20-21a 

As for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will bless him and make him fruitful and exceedingly 

numerous; he shall be the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.  But my 

covenant I will establish with Isaac. 

 

Promise regarding Ishmael is like the one given to Isaac. 

It amounts to a covenant although the same word is not used. 

It includes a nation and royalty.  

Heart of the difference is found in 12:3b (role of being a blessing to the nations). 

In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 



Mosaic Covenant  

In Exodus 20:1-17 we are introduced to the Ten Commandments. 

Other law collections were inserted into the story of Israel at Mt. Sinai. 

Later editors wanted to emphasize the relevance of the covenant for future generations. 

Also wanted to show that later covenant laws stood under the umbrella of Mosaic authority. 

 

At Sinai: 

The Ten Commandments    Exodus 20:1-17 (also in Deuteronomy 5:6-21) 

Civil and Religious Laws   Exodus 20:22-23:33 

Ritual Laws     Exodus 34:10-26 

Cultic Instructions    Exodus 25-31 (Implemented in Exodus 35-40) 

Priestly Laws     Leviticus 1-18, 27 

Holiness Code     Leviticus 19-26 

Priestly Supplements     Numbers 1-10 

 

After Sinai: 

More Priestly Supplements   Numbers 28-31 and 33-36 

Deuteronomic Code    Deuteronomy 12-26 

Laws Sanctioned by a Curse   Deuteronomy 27 

 

Palestinian (Land) Covenant  

Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20 

 

Deuteronomy 29:1 makes clear that the Land Covenant is distinct from the Mosaic Covenant. 

Covenant was made between God and Israel. 

It was based on the people being eyewitnesses to the saving acts of God. 

But Moses had to declare their repeated stubbornness to follow the ways of God. 

At this grand covenantal ceremony, the people were reminded of God’s real power. 

 Durability of their clothing lasted the forty years of living in the desert. 

 God provided them with manna and water. 

 Battles were won. 

 

Covenant was a timeless covenant to be enacted by all future generations. 

If Israel took upon itself this oath and then betrayed the conditions, it would become a target. 

Even the acts of betrayal hidden from the eyes of others would be visible to God. 

God alone could exact retribution upon them. 

Blessings and curses in Deuteronomy 28 were now seen as a historical sequence. 

First came the curse of exile and then the blessing of restoration. 

 

A two-stage process was envisioned: 

First the heart of Israel would turn back to God.  

As a response God would restore them to their land. 

God would also endow their hearts with the capacity to love God and to cling to his teachings. 

Last part seemed to eliminate the prospect of another exile after the first took place. 

Powerful notion of the urgency of moral choice continues to resonate in Scripture. 

 



Specifically, Israel needed to repent. 

God would restore their fortunes and have compassion on them. 

God would bring all that had scattered back again. 

Israel would once more possess the Promised Land. 

God would circumcise their hearts and the hearts of their descendants. 

Enemies of Israel would be judged. 

Israel would receive the fullness of God’s blessings. 

 

Special importance of the Land Covenant was that it reaffirmed the title deed to Israel’s land. 

Israel would prove unfaithful and disobedient. 

But the right to the land would not be taken away from them. 

Land Covenant showed that the Mosaic Covenant did not displace the Abrahamic Covenant. 

Land Covenant was an enlargement of the original Abrahamic Covenant.  

It amplified the land aspect and emphasized the promise of the land to the Jewish people.  

Abrahamic Covenant taught that ownership of the land was unconditional. 

Land Covenant taught that the enjoyment of the land was based on obedience. 

 

Land Covenant received its confirmation centuries later in Ezekiel 16:1-63. 

In this text God recounted his love for Israel (whom God chose). 

However, Israel played the harlot and was guilty of spiritual adultery by means of idolatry. 

It was necessary to punish her by means of dispersion. 

Dispersion was not final for there would be a future restoration on the basis of this covenant. 

Israel was guilty of violating the Mosaic Covenant (Ezekiel 16:53-59). 

However, God would remember the covenant God made with Israel (60a). 

 

Modern Context (from the works of Moshe Gold) 

1) Haredi community are the Ultra-Orthodox Jewish people and in their eyes: 

When majority of Jewish people are living according to the Torah, the Messiah will come. 

Messiah will institute the Land Covenant and gather Israel to inherit the Promised Land. 

Israel of today was founded on political Zionism (and is not the Israel of God). 

Minority among them undermine the legitimacy of Israel. 

They believe it is preventing the coming of the Messiah. 

 

2) Majority of the Haredi group acknowledge grudgingly the existence of Israel. 

For them it is seen as a sign of the impending establishment of the true Israel. 

Basis for beliefs is found in Deuteronomy 30:1-10. 

It speaks of the future of the nation founded in holiness by God himself. 

 

3) For others the narrative concerning the land starts with Deuteronomy 28. 

Inheritance of the Promised Land began even when the people were unrighteous. 

After dispersions and re-gatherings, righteousness will be established by God. 

 

4) In Israel the Jewish people believe the land was promised to the descendants of Jacob. 

It is the timing of the inheritance that separates them one from the other. 

Re-emergence of Israel in 1948 is at the root of this divide. 

 



General Insights  

Bible is the progressive revelation of the plan of God for humankind. 

It is the record of how God extends grace to us. 

It is also about our responsibility for accepting and living in that grace. 

Prophecy is revealed so there is no confusion on our part about the original intent. 

Correct reading of prophecy starts with the older pronouncement. 

It reads forward as more detail on the subject is given. 

Newer does not supersede the older but amplifies it. 

 

This is true of the unconditional promises made by God to Abraham. 

As more detail is added to the promise of land, there emerges a fuller understanding. 

It affects our perceptions of size, claims to inheritance, apportionment, and timing. 

Beginning in Deuteronomy there are details that affect Israel’s security on the land. 

Complete inheritance was assured with certainty but the road to get there was complicated. 

It was fraught with choice of direction determined by the obedience of the people to God. 

All choices arrived at the same destination but with some there were long detours. 

Some even passed through dangerous situations. 

 

Deuteronomy 30:1-10 contains good news. 

Israel will exercise complete and everlasting rule over the full extent of land. 

We can correctly conclude that from the moment they crossed the Jordan the land was theirs. 

From their days of Joshua through the expansion of kings their efforts fell short. 

They never incorporated the totality of the land promised to Abraham by God. 

Inheritance was never fully attained either. 

 

Land Covenant revealed their sin which led to their inability to fully attain the land. 

Conquest of the land did not bring peace to the soul and rest to the body. 

To know peace, one had to be at peace with God. 

God declared that God would make the heart of the people acceptable to him. 

God reminded Israel that it was not by physical prowess that they would be successful. 

Only through the Spirit of God would they have rest in the land.  

However, it would only take place after the cycle of blessings and curses. 

 

In Deuteronomy 30, Israel was shown what the end would be. 

It was meant to encourage them in troubled times. 

God demonstrated his faithfulness to Israel in the past and during present dispensation. 

There was every reason to believe that God would fulfill all his promises to Israel. 

Promise included preserving them, returning to them, and dwelling among them. 

Promise included establishing a kingdom for them that would include all of the Promised Land. 

 

In our time we are seeing the nation of Israel live out the reality of choices made in the past. 

Israel has two choices before them: 

Accept that the inheritance of the land has begun or reject it. 

Choice shapes their understanding of Israel (in the past, present, and future). 

It also shapes their understanding of the prophetic words as found in Scripture. 

 



 
 
 

Davidic Covenant  

2 Samuel 7:5-16 

 

Davidic Covenant is an unconditional covenant. 

Second Samuel records the covenant which promised David an eternal seed and throne. 

Set within the context of David wanting to build a temple to the Lord. 

He wanted a permanent building to be the center of worship. 

Through the prophet (Nathan) God intended David to build something more enduring. 

 

Provisions of the covenant include: 

David was to have a child who would succeed him and establish his kingdom. 

His son would build the temple instead of  David. 

Throne of his kingdom would be established forever. 

Throne would not be taken away from him even though his sins justified punishment. 

House of David, throne, and kingdom would be established forever. 

 

House of David refers to his physical descendants. 

Line of David would always be the royal line. 

Word throne meant the dignity and power which was considered supreme in David as king. 

Right to rule always belonged to the seed of David. 

It would never be transferred to another family. 

Word kingdom meant the political kingdom of David over Israel. 

Kingdom was spiritual only in the sense that it was given to David by the anointing of a prophet. 

Kingdom was by its nature earthly, political, and limited to Israel. 



Royal Psalms 

Psalms 2, 18, 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 101, 110, and 144  

Each draws heavily on the idea of a Davidic dynasty and presuppose the covenant. 

In Psalm 72 (for example) the Davidic king was to promote righteousness and justice in the land. 

He would do this by defending the cause of the afflicted, weak, and helpless. 

He would also crush the oppressors. 

 

Psalm 89 is titled God’s Covenant with David. 

In this psalm the writer affirmed that the Davidic king enjoyed the status of God’s firstborn. 

God promised his chosen king a continuing dynasty and dominion over the whole earth. 

If the ruler failed to obey the Word of God he would be severely disciplined. 

He would forfeit full participation in the benefits of the covenant. 

However, the Lord would not revoke his promise to the house of David. 

Writer affirmed that the promise of God to David was as certain as the day/night cycle. 

Also in the psalm the writer became frustrated with God which demonstrates two truths: 

At this point in their history, the ideal of a just king was still unfulfilled. 

Davidic rulers are unable to live and rule in accordance with the demands of God.  

 

Writer looks forward to a Davidic figure who would one day perfectly satisfy those expectations. 

Royal psalms depict the king as conducting his rule in accordance with Mosaic Covenant. 

 

 

 
 

 

Coherence of the Old Testament Covenants 

All of the covenants revealed in the Old Testament were interconnected. 

What God promised to each must be understood as a progressive revelation. 

As God revealed his will for humankind and Israel, God repeated certain features. 

At the same time God introduced other brand-new elements. 

 

 

 

 

 



Similar statements in previous covenants include: 

International reputation (AC) I will make you a great nation 

Land inheritance (AC) I will appoint a place for my people 

Descendants (AC) I will raise up your descendants after you 

Sonship I will be a faither to him and he will be a son to me 

Intimate relationship My people 

 

New Covenant will bring to fruition all the preceding covenants. 

 

Assignment for November 6 

New Covenant     Jeremiah 31:31-34 

      Jeremiah 33:14-16 

       

Institution of Lord’s Supper   Matthew 26:26-29 

Mark 14:22-25 

Luke 22:14-23 

       

 

 

 


