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So, I will be honest with you when I first read this week’s gospel text, I groaned a bit.  I thought 

to myself, great I get to talk about wealth and money – two of the things we are taught as 

children not to bring up in civilized conversation. I could hear my mom’s voice in the 

background telling me “Now honey, we don’t bring up religion, politics, or money.”  Well today, 

we see that Jesus does not care about our middle-class niceties as he offers a lesson on both 

wealth and greed.  A lesson that is completely countercultural to the current capitalistic and 

wealth centered posture that both our nation and world has adopted. Where in our current society 

we are taught to believe that those who acquire the most wealth, property, money, and objects 

are the most successful.  Today Jesus reminds us that what’s important is not the number of 

items we acquire but rather what we do with those items once they are in our possession.  

In hearing the parable of the rich man or as the text calls it – the rich fool.  We hear the story of a 

wealthy man who after working many years has acquired a great deal of possessions – so many 

possessions that he is even contemplating building a second barn to hold all his goods.  Now the 

man feeling satisfied with is earning announces that he is at a place where he can finally “eat, 

drink, and be merry.”  There was just one problem, that very night the man who was ready to live 

high on the hog ends up dying leaving all his possession to sit benefiting no one – not even the 

man who worked so hard to store up this abundance could enjoy his spoils.  

Now this parable reminds me of a country song that debuted a few years back called “Trailer 

Hitch.” Now as far as country songs go, I know this could be about any number of things but the 

main point that the songwriter Kristian Bush sings about is the fact – that he’s never seen a 

hearse with a trailer hitch.  

 

The main verses of the song goes like this: “I don't know why, everybody want to die rich. 

Champagne, new planes, work your way down that list. We try, everybody tries, tries to fit into 

that ditch. You can't take it with you when you go, never seen a hearse with a trailer hitch. Hey, 

hey. You can stack it up. Pack it up. Tie it with a big, red bow. Get a great, big truck, back it all 

up, but you can't take it with you when you go. You can't take it when you go.” 

 

Like Mr. Bush, Jesus today reminds us of this fact. That which we acquire, that which we store 

up, that which we obtain - the simple fact is that we can’t take it with us when we go.  Now I do 

find it interesting that the man from Jesus’ parable does not seem to be someone who maliciously 

held his goods from the world but we get the sense that this is someone who worked to have 

security and peace of mind and when he finally got to that point when he felt he finally enjoy his 

possessions his time on earth had come to an end.  

 

This sobering reminder is one that anyone who has worked their whole life has to come to terms 

with.  As much as we think we will have eternity on this earth to do all the things we’ve ever 
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wanted to do - unfortunately this is not the case.  Time is finite and the opportunity to use that 

which God has blessed us with – is now.  Not tomorrow, not the next day, not next week – but 

now.  

 

Now some may look at this text and think this is the classic example of Jesus preaching against 

the rich – as we have heard him do before.  But in this instance, there is no judgment about the 

amount which one has but simply what that person does with their wealth.  Today Jesus is 

warning against hoarding, selfish indulgences, and the stockpiling of one’s goods.  In place of 

these action he is advocating for using those gifts which God has given to improve and empower 

the world around us.   

 

In doing research this week I stumbled upon a report from 2021 where the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development was asked to quantify just how much it would cost to end 

homelessness in America.  The number they produced was a whopping $20 Billion.  Now at first 

glance this seems to be an astronomical number but in this same report they also offered other 

statics as well – specifically America’s spending.  HUD in this report also cited that although 

$20 Billion seemed unattainable, Americans every year spend over $5 Billion on coffee house 

coffee.  They spend a whopping $19 Billion on unplugged appliances like cell phones, laptops, 

and other devices. And what’s more they also spend $35 Billion on gym and spa membership 

each year – some of which we all know are not used to their full potential.  

 

So with these numbers in mind, this means that if everyone in American were to give up one cup 

of coffee, one device, or perhaps a gym membership that is not being used – and give that money 

to those in need in our community we could come close to, if not completely, put an end to 

homelessness.  Is this not mind blowing?  

 

Turning back to our text, one thing I think we notice is the excessive use of the “I” pronoun by 

the rich man.  He says, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and 

there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample 

goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, and be merry.’”  I, I, I is all we hear, but what is 

missing from his rhetoric is the inclusive language of we, they, and them.  Again, Jesus is not 

faulting the man in his parable for being rich, but he is faulting him for not using that which God 

has blessed him with to improve the lives of others.  

 

Jesus in concluding his lesson encourages us today to be rich toward God or in other words be 

rich towards God’s people.  To share that which has been shared with you.  Give that which you 

have excess of with those who have not. Be rich toward God by sharing your riches with others. 

Again, I know money is not something that we should talk about but today Jesus calls us to 

wrestle with the idea of what and how much we should give to others.  So, I leave you with this 

parting thought.  What is the difference between being rich and being rich towards God?  God.  

God is in the equation.  In all that we do, give, and share – God and God’s people should always 

be a part of the conversation. Amen.    

 


