
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Reformation Day, October 31, 2021 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 46 

Pastor   God is our refuge and strength. 
People   A very present help in trouble. 
 
Pastor   Therefore we will not fear. 
People   Though the earth be moved and the mountains shake. 
 
Pastor   There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God. 
People   God is in the midst of the city.  It shall not be shaken. 
 
Pastor   The Lord of hosts is with us. 
People   The God of Jacob is our stronghold.  Amen!  Alleluia! 
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen.  

Song of Praise 

All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Jeremiah 31:31–34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people 
to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and 
needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive 
iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

Reader   Word of God, word of life.   
People  Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Romans 3:19–28 
Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and the other Reformation 
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are 
brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ's 
death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart 
from works prescribed by the law. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 

Gospel: John 8:31–36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals 
the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples;  and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free."  They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made 
free'?" 
 

Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed. 
 

Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Song 
All sing.    
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

“Let the River Flow” Darrell Patton Evans  

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Minister Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

COMMUNION SONG 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

Free, Indeed? 

Today the scriptures tell us that God’s grace comes freely, as a gift. But is 
anything really free? Advertisements claiming “free” goods or services pique our 
attention: What’s the catch? What does the small print say? Even beyond the 
world of commerce, we know that nothing comes without a price: time and 
sacrifice are required for a scholarship to college, a promotion at work, a happy 
marriage, a worry-free retirement. Our worthiness and success can seem to hang 
on our ability to perform, to do well, to get things right, to excel. Even with those 
closest to us—friends, coworkers, and family members—we may feel just one 
mistake or misstep away from losing their approval. In such a world, is God any 
different? 

Yet before we were even born, before our first exam or job interview, before our 
first failure or sin, before our first fight or our first loss, Jesus Christ hung on a 
cross to be a sign that God’s grace is free indeed. To his cross he drew every cost, 
every pain, every judgment, every failure—and what poured forth was only love, 
as pure gift. In his cross, there is no catch or small print; there is simply the 
divine love that has been there for us all along. This is the love of a God who 
made the world and called it good. It is the love of a God who formed us and gave 
us life. It is the love of a God who sees us, suffers with us, and binds up all our 
wounds. 

Child of God, God loves you, deeply and freely. As an assembly, we are gathered 
by this truth. We practice it in the font and at the table, through our words and in 
our offerings. It calls us to always be reformed so God’s grace and love may pour 
forth through us into the world, free of charge. 
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Today at 2 pm, there is a special service of Confirmation for: 

Luke Austin 
Justin Bornmann 
Charlotte Bourgin 
George Brennan 
Jane Chambers 

Niels-Oliver DeChaine 
Hanna Herbolsheimer 

Hannah Hughes 
Meredith Lawler 

Stella Pence 
Elizabeth Thompson 

Adetutu Toviho 
Joshua Warren 



12 

 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God 

by Jane and Scotty Skotzko, 

in loving memory of our parents and grandparents. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Isaiah 25:6-9   Psalm 24   Revelation 21:1-6a   John 11:32-44 


