
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
17th Sunday after Pentecost, October 2, 2022 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has miraculous potential. 
The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy 
communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”, arr. Greg Howlett  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn #526 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. 

When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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The Word 

Please sit. 

Children’s Message  

Psalm 37:1-9 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
 do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
 For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
 and like the green grass | fade away. 
 Put your trust in the Lord| and do good; 
 dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
 Take delight | in the Lord, 
 who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  
 Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust | in the Lord, 
 and see what | God will do. 
 The Lord will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
 and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
 Be still before the Lord and wait | patiently. 
 Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 
 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
 do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 
 For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
 but those who hope in the Lord shall pos- | sess the land.  

Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in 
the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the wicked will perish, but the righteous will live by faith. 

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? 
Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 
Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
strife and contention arise. 
So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. 
The wicked surround the righteous— 
therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 

I will stand at my watchpost, 
and station myself on the rampart; 
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 
and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
Then the Lord answered me and said: 
Write the vision; 
make it plain on tablets, 
so that a runner may read it. 
For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 
If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
it will surely come, it will not delay. 
Look at the proud! 
Their spirit is not right in them, 
but the righteous live by their faith. 

  
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
A Little Faith Goes A Long Way 

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 
This message written from Paul to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded 
that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 
To Timothy, my beloved child:  
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly 
in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for 
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the 
gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 
according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now 
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I 
suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to 
guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in 
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit 
living in us. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 17:5-10 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the 
attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward. 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you 
could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 

“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here 
at once and take your place at the table’? Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron 
and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing what was 
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have 
done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
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Hymn of the Day All Creation Sings Hymnal #1048 
All stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering plates are found at 
the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship 
space.  Please give as you are able.   
 
 

Offertory   
    

“At the Table of the Lord” Words and Music by Jay Althouse 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace, 
Congregation  Hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 Asst Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.   
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.   
Nourish us with these gifts that we may be for the world  
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand and sing words in bold. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Invitation to Commune 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn #777 
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 

Post-Communion Canticle #207 
Please stand and sing. 
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Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace, serve all those in need.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      Postlude in G Major - G.F Handel  
  

Sending Hymn #535 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Less Is More 

“Increase our faith!” cry the disciples in today’s gospel (Luke 17:5). Maybe you have 
come to worship with the same hope. Our world and lives are full of challenges that 
constantly test our limits—the limits of our patience, our love, our hope, our capacity for 
justice and mercy. Wouldn’t it be nice to have as much of those things as possible? 
Wouldn’t that allow us to fix this broken world? 

But Jesus’ response is exactly the opposite—when it comes to faith, he tells his disciples 
to think small—like the size of a minuscule mustard seed. While that may not sound like 
enough, it will be if we can let go of thinking we are in control. The power of faith, Jesus 
tells us, does not come from the quantity we possess; it comes from placing our trust in 
the one who possesses everything. 

If our trust shifts from God to ourselves, no amount of faith will ever be enough. God did 
not make us to be masters, so when we place ourselves in that position, anxiety and 
overwhelm are sure to follow. Instead, Christ calls us to be servants of an abundance that 
we will never possess or control. This is the abundance of God’s kingdom—where faith, 
hope, and love exist without limit. Even the smallest amount of trust in this abundance is 
enough because it pins our hearts and hopes on the one who is truly in control. 

The things this assembly of faith-seekers will offer one another today are small, but with 
just a mustard seed of faith they can be so much more. Here, simple human words can 
become the vessels of the divine Word, bringing healing and transformation to our lives. 
Here, drops of water can wash away sins and create heirs to God’s kingdom. Here, bread 
and wine can become the food that offers us life everlasting through Christ’s victory over 
death. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 
 
 
 
 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c   Psalm 111   2 Timothy 2:8-15    Luke 17:11-19 


