
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
 Reformation Sunday, October 29, 2023 

The Service at 8:30 am 
  

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ 
in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do 

this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will 
unite more fully in worship and mission. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 

 Andrew Pfister, Piano  
 "Pumpkin Boogie" by Faber and Faber, "Shave and a Haircut" by Charles Hale 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation we confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Love Divine, All Love Excelling #631         
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing.  
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 
Please sit. 
 

 
 
Children’s Message  
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Psalm 46 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

The Word 

Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31–34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To 
know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 
possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD.  But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.  No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.      
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 
 though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 
 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 
 The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 Come now, regard the works | of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 
 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
 “Be still, then, and know that 

|
 I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 
 The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

Sermon 
Words for Life  

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Reading: Romans 3:19–28 
Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and the other Reformation leaders. No human beings 
make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the 
divine activity centered in Christ's death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, 
and the whole world may be held accountable to God.  For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 
prophets,  the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to 
prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.  
For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 8:31–36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people 
free from sin. 
 
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?" 
  Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not 
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be 
free indeed. 
  
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: Thy Strong Word #511 
Please stand and sing.       
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Apostles' Creed    
  Seminarian  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Seminarian  God of grace,   
Congregation  hear our prayer. 

 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Please give as you are able.  
We appreciate those who give in-person and those who give electronically. 

 
 

 Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

 

Offertory    
“God Is Our Refuge” by Allen Pote  
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God,  
maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

All sing. 

Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.   
Communion will be offered by intinction.   

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.   

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in his grace.  

Congregation Amen.  

Post-Communion Prayer 
Seminarian Let us pray.  
 God of abundance,  

with this bread of life and cup of salvation  
you have united us with Christ,  
making us one with all your people.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim  
your redeeming love to the world  
and continue forever in the risen life  
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle 
Please stand and sing. 

Special Music 
Caroline Pfister, Piano 
"A little Night Music" by W.A. Mozart, "Gypsy Dance" by Faber and Faber 
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The Sending 
Blessing 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
 grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Congregation  Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 

Pastor The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Congregation Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God #504            
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love. 
  
All sing.  
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Dismissal 

Seminarian   Go in peace.  Christ is with you.         

Congregation   Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 

 Kai Osifchin, Piano  "Toccata in D minor" by J.S. Bach 

 

The Truth That Is Freeing 

Two key words are in today’s gospel reading. These words are simple but profound, and not always easy to understand: 
“truth” and “free.” 

Truth is a word that has become questioned, disputed, and suspect. Many news sources and social media memes promote 
a distorted truth to try to confuse or mislead others. How do you know which sources to believe? What counts as truth 
now? 

Jesus said that the truth will make you free. Even if we figure out what counts as truth, do we understand what it means 
to be free? We commonly think of freedom as being free from some obligation or limit others impose on us. We value 
individual autonomy and don’t want anyone else to tell us what to do. While this kind of freedom is important in the civil 
realm, it is far from the freedom of Jesus. 

So how do we put these two seemingly simple but complex words together and understand what Jesus means? In John’s 
gospel, the word “truth” is not abstract; it is the reality of God revealed in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Truth is 
knowing God through Jesus, and therefore knowing God as sacrificial love. This is the truth that sets us free. If we know 
God as revealed in Christ, then we know what true freedom is: freedom to love as God loves. 

Martin Luther famously captured this truth when he said, in “The Freedom of a Christian” (1520), that Christians are 
truly free, subject to no one. And at the same time, Christians are servants of others called to love and care for them. This 
is the freedom we need and long for: freedom within a community of love. Jesus makes it possible for us by setting us 
free from having to become good enough for God to love us. God’s love is the truth of the cross: extravagant, self-
giving, and sure. We are truly free to love when we live in the love of God offered by Jesus. 



16  

 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Children are welcome in our worship.  
 
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use, personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.  Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  22101 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Redeemer’s Sunday worship schedule is: 
8:30 and 11 am - Traditional Services  9:45 am - Contemporary Service 

Today we are using Settings 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 
in honor of all the confirmands. 

 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Revelation 7:9-17   Psalm 34:1-10, 22   1 John 3:1-3  Matthew 5:1-12 

Today at the 11:00 service, the following will be confirmed: 
Nathaniel Ryan Beck  

Anna Faith Broderdorf  
Austin David Humes  
Tom Jordan Kanski  
Mira Nilima Karnik  

Catherine Yvonne Lawler  
Charles William Lindsay  

Anna Leigh Paukovits  
Joseph Lee Warren 

Adrian Johannes Wiklund  
Abigail Elizabeth Williams  

 
Today we celebrate with the families of those who are being confirmed and hold them in prayer 

as they continue their journeys of faith.   
 

We also celebrate with William Beck and his family as he celebrates his First Communion at the 
11:00 service today. 

 
We also give thanks for all the youth who shared their gifts and  

helped to lead today's worship service. 


