
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

October 25, 2020 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 46 

Pastor   God is our refuge and strength. 
People   A very present help in trouble. 
 
Pastor   Therefore we will not fear. 
People   Though the earth be moved and the mountains shake. 
 
Pastor   There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God. 
People   God is in the midst of the city.  It shall not be shaken. 
 
Pastor   The Lord of hosts is with us. 
People   The God of Jacob is our stronghold.  Amen!  Alleluia! 
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Gathering Song 
Cantor sings.   
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Song of Praise 

Cantor sings.   

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever . 

All Amen.  
 
Children's Message 

+ The Word + 

Reading: Jeremiah 31:31–34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people 
to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and 
needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive 
iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  32It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD.  33But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people.  34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
"Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more. 
 

Reader   Word of God, word of life.   
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.       
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. 

Pastor  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?   
All     You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Reading: Romans 3:19–28 
Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and the other Reformation 
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are 
brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ's 
death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God.  20For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by 
deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 
and is attested by the law and the prophets,  22the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction,  23since all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;  24they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did 
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over the sins previously committed;  26it was to prove at the present time that he 
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that 
of works? No, but by the law of faith.  28For we hold that a person is justified by 
faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
   
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: John 8:31–36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals 
the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 

31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples;  32and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free."  33They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham 
and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be 
made free'?" 
  34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 
sin is a slave to sin.  35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever.  36So if the Son makes you free, you 
will be free indeed. 
 

Pastor:    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
We Are Free 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

 Song 
Cantor sings.   
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Vicar Lord, in your mercy,  
All  hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Vicar  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor           The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                  And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

“Because of Your Love” by Paul Baloche and Brenton Brown  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  
 all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord  Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 

blessing.  You are an important part of our faith community. 
 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping 
six feet apart.  Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape 

juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.   
 

Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those 
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are 
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others.  We ask that you not gather in the 

Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 
 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the 
videos. 

 

Pastor           Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
All          Thanks be to God.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

Clara Detweiler 
Madelyn Frederick 

Sheridan Kanski 
Peter Kutscher (Crucifer) 
Kyra Macomber (Reader) 

Katie Michaud 
Ingrid Shumway 
Scarlet Steuble 

Benjamin Waldron 

Today at 2 pm, there is a special service of Confirmation for: 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Revelation 7:9-17   Psalm 34:1-10, 22   1 John 3:1-3  Matthew 5:1-12 

Before the Truth Is Finished 

“You will know the truth,” Jesus said, “and the truth will make you 
free” (John 8:32). 

“The truth will set you free,” David Foster Wallace wrote, “but not until it’s fin-
ished with you.” 

Before the truth is finished with us, it demands that we admit that we are not al-
ready free. We are enslaved to sin. This is the part of the truth that Luther called 
the law: the hard part that points out that we are controlled by our fears and de-
sires, our self-absorption and self-doubt, our addictions and facades. 

Here’s the truth: You are not your Sunday best or your Facebook profile. You are 
broken, and enslaved by your attempts to cover it up. That can be hard to hear, 
but until it sinks in we are unable to be released and receive the truth of the gos-
pel, the good news of grace. 

Today we celebrate Reformation Day, and in the spirit of Martin Luther the 
church must be always reforming, always pointing beyond itself to God’s grace. 
The temptation is always there to settle for so little: a cozy collective of our most 
presentable selves, the right side of social issues, pat answers to incomprehensible 
mysteries of the universe. 

Jesus’ invitation is to bring the mess that we’re in, the mess that we are. We are 
called to show up as our true selves, fears and regrets and doubts and all. God can 
handle it. The communion of saints—that is, us, the people of God—can handle it. 
You are loved. You are forgiven. You are free. 

The truth of God that sets us free first tears us open. Church can and must be a 
place where we bring our broken-open selves and encounter the healing power of 
a God who sees us, knows us, loves us as we are, and sets us free. 


