
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
20th Sunday after Pentecost, October 23, 2022 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all around us.  
All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ 

sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship and glorify God forever. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude  Intercession on “Amazing Grace” -arr. Phil Lehenbauer  
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn #408 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting forgiveness. 

Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory in 
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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The Word 

Please sit. 

Children’s Message  

Psalm 84:1-7 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of their ancestors. They appeal to 
God to remember the covenant, to show forth God’s power, and to heal their land by sending life-giving rain. 

Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O Lord, for your name’s sake; 
our apostasies indeed are many, and we have sinned against you. 
O hope of Israel, its savior in time of trouble, 
why should you be like a stranger in the land, like a traveler turning aside for the night? 
Why should you be like someone confused, like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? 
Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name; do not forsake us! 
 

Thus says the Lord concerning this people: 
Truly they have loved to wander, they have not restrained their feet; 
therefore the Lord does not accept them, 
now he will remember their iniquity  and punish their sins. 
 

Have you completely rejected Judah? 
Does your heart loathe Zion? 
Why have you struck us down so that there is no healing for us? 
We look for peace, but find no good; 
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 
We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord, 
the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have sinned against you. 
Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; 
do not dishonor your glorious throne; remember and do not break your covenant with us. 
Can any idols of the nations bring rain? 
Or can the heavens give showers? 
Is it not you, O Lord our God? 
We set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this. 

  
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 How dear to me | is your dwelling, 
 O | Lord of hosts! 
 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the Lord; 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 
 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may | lay her young, 
 by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king | and my God. 
 Happy are they who dwell | in your house! 
 They will always be | praising you.  
 Happy are the people whose strength | is in you, 
 whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way. 
 Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs, 
 for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water. 
 They will climb from | height to height, 
 and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion.  
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Sermon 
God, Be Merciful 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Gospel Acclamation 

Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one who faced death. Though 
others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the Lord, who stood by him and lent him strength. 

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing. 
 

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against them! But the Lord 
stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might 
hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his 
heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 18:9-14 
The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a 
parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled. 

[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with 
contempt: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing 
by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man 
went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 
   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day #831 
All stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering plates are found at 
the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship 
space.  Please give as you are able.   
 

Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew.  
 

Offertory   
    

“The Narrow Way”  K. Lee Scott  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Pastor  Hear us, O God. 

Congregation  Your mercy is great.  
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Apostles' Creed    
 Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
  

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.   
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.   
Nourish us with these gifts that we may be for the world  
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand and sing words in bold. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Invitation to Commune 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn #464 
All sing. 



13  

 

The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 

Post-Communion Canticle #207 
Please stand and sing. 
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Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace, serve all those in need.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      Trumpet Processional- Alfred Fedak 
 

Sending Hymn #618 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God  
from the Paukovits family  

in celebration  
of the 50th wedding anniversary  

of Lara’s parents, Jack and Dianne Stauffer 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 
 
 
 
 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Fractured Hearts 

At first glance, the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable seems to be doing everything right. He 
attends worship faithfully, he offers thankful prayers to God, he tithes 10 percent of his 
income, and he even fasts regularly. That’s an impressive list! However, it’s not the state 
of his spiritual habits that Jesus reproaches, but the state of his heart. The Pharisee is 
diligent and observant, but he is putting trust in himself and his own piety rather than in 
God. 

Martin Luther interpreted the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before 
me” (Exodus 20:3), to mean that we should put our whole confidence in God alone, 
trusting in God above all else. Our hearts should cling to God, Luther said. When our 
hearts start clinging to other things, as the Pharisee’s did to his religious routine, we turn 
those things into idols. 

In one version of the communal confession we use in worship, we admit to God: “We 
have not loved you with our whole heart” (ELW, p. 95). Despite our best intentions, our 
hearts can become fractured, clinging to all kinds of things before they cling to God. 
Sometimes all that’s left for God is a tiny portion of our hearts. The words of the 
confession reorient us by reminding us of our dependence on God and our need for God’s 
grace. We echo the prayer of the tax collector in Jesus’ parable: “God, be merciful to us 
sinners!” 

No matter how fractured our hearts become, though, God’s response to our prayers will 
always be the same. God overflows with mercy and compassion toward us. At the end of 
our confession, we receive the assurance of forgiveness in Christ. That good news is for 
everyone—Pharisees and tax collectors alike. We are all God’s beloved children, freed 
and forgiven by the radical grace of God. 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-34  Psalm 46  Romans3:19-28   John 8:31:36 


