Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

18th Sunday after Pentecost, October 1, 2023
The Service at 8:30 and 11 am

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from
Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look
to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and
shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.






GATHERING

PRELUDE
“There is a Redeemer", arr. Mark Hayes

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand.

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.

Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor Most merciful God,
Congregation we confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Congregation Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: AT THE NAME OF JESUS #416
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.

At the Name of Jesus
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1 At the name of Je - sus ev - ty knee shall bow,
2 At his voice cre - a - tion sprang at once to sight,
3 Hum-bled for a sea - son, to Ie - ceive a name
4 In your hearts en - throne him; there let him sub - due
5 Chris-tians, this Lord Je - sus shall re - turn a - gain
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ev - ry tongue con - fess him king of glo - ry now.
all the an - gel fac - es, all the hosts of light,
from the lips of sin - ners un - to whom he came,
all that s not ho - ly, all that is not true.
on the clouds of glo - 1y with his an - gel train;
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It is God’s good plea - sure we should call him  Lord,
thrones and dom - 1 - na - tions, stars up - on their way,
faith - ful - ly he bore it spot-less  to the last;
Crown him as your cap - ftain in temp - ta - tion’s hour;
for all wreaths of em - pire meet up - on his  brow,
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who from the be - gin - ning was the might - vy Word.
all the heav'n-ly or - ders in their great ar - ray.
brought it  back vic - to - rious when from death he passed.
let his will en-fold you in its  light and pow’r.
and our hearts con-fess him king of glo - ry Nnow.

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877
Music: KING'S WESTON, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from Songs of Praise, © Oxford University Press 1925.



APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation  And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
All sing. Refrai
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God,

glo-ty to God in the high - est;
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Spir-it, in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.

Final refrain
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo -ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on
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earth, and peace to God’s peo - ple on  earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation Amen.
Please sit.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



THE WORD

Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who think they
cannot turn from their wicked ways. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall
no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is
mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The
way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord Gob. Repent and turn
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-9

Congregation sings words in bold.

Ikl
p A1)

ﬂ\—ﬁ—vﬁw ©
J

To! you, O LorD,
1 1ift ' up my soul.

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph T over me.
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Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
Show me your ' ways, O LORD,

and teach | me your paths.

Lead me in your ' truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all ! the day long.
Remember, O LORD, your compas- T sion and love,

for they are from ! everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;

remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- ! ness, O LoRD.
You are gracious and up- ' right, O LoRbD;

therefore you teach sinners ' in your way.

You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- ! ly your way.



Reading: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness
of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the
foundation for Christian accord.

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and
sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—

even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and sing.
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The Gospel is announced.
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Congregation  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by
the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and
said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,” he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’
He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and
he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

In You I Trust
Pastor Sandy Kessinger

HyMN OF THE DAY: OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY WAYS #772

Please stand and sing.

Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!
2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  your com-mands,’tis a de-light-ful road;
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his  will!
let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e’er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a- gainst my God.
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Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870




APOSTLES' CREED

Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

PRAYERS

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

After each portion of the prayers:

Pastor
Congregation

At the end of the prayer:

Pastor

Congregation

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor
Congregation

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please give as you are able.

OFFERTORY

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.

“I Will Sing with the Spirit” by John Rutter
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CoOME 1O THE TABLE

OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

As the Grains of Wheat
Nt Refrain
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all the ends of earth be  gath-ered in - to one in you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God,

maker of all things.

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.

Use us, and what we have gathered,

in feeding the world with your love,

through the one who gave himself for us,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please stand.
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.
Pastor Lift up your hearts.
Congregation We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Congregation Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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All sing. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.
Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
You are an important part of our faith community.

12



ComMmMUNION HYMN: Now WE JOIN IN CELEBRATION #462
All sing.

Now We Join in Celebration
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1 Now we join in cel - ¢ - bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord, we share in this com-mu -nion as one fam-'ly of God’s chil - dren,
—~ ~
o pS— i i o — d
hadl X ITY = I I | = I
— . R .
| ! ' | —
0 4 . .
D" AN . I y I I ! I y
7 — 1 . I ! | =7
l@ T Ail _i ';J I I I
J
& f i
dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess -ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one  in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v'ry, of your liv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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pledge of  your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’'n-ly glad - ness.
seek -ing  jus-tice, love, and mer - cy till you come in fi - nal glo - ry.
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Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990
Music: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Please stand.

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
Congregation Amen.
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PosT-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Please stand and sing. Q | | | K
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PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

Pastor

Congregation
BLESSING

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Let us pray.

God of abundance,

with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ,

making us one with all your people.

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim

your redeeming love to the world

and continue forever in the risen life

of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

THE SENDING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: O Gop, My FarrHruL Gop #806
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share

Christ’s love.

All sing. O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strength to do with read - y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to Tbear the cross when life seems dark and cheer - less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I have with -in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in  my  place, I must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I  have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir-it’s might, to live at peace with all
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701
DismissaL
Pastor Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PoOSTLUDE

“Postlude on 'Hyfrydol", arr. Jason Payne
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101

Children are welcome in our worship. Hearing help available: We have for your

use, personal hearing amplification units
available in the narthex. Please refer
questions or comments to an usher.

Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Redeemer’s Sunday worship schedule is:
8:30 and 11 am - Traditional Services 9:45 am - Contemporary Service

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 5:1-7 Psalm 80:7-15 Philippians 3:4b-14 Matthew 21:33-46

Change for the Better

Public officials routinely get drilled about changing their minds, especially around reelection
time. One’s past pledges as a political candidate are not easily left behind or forgotten. Earlier
promises are often used to measure one’s moral character in light of one’s actual voting
record. A change in opinion can be viewed with suspicion or lead to accusations of hypocrisy.
We want consistency. Above all, we want to know that we can trust others to follow through
on their word. This is understandable.

Unfortunately, such political norms don’t often allow for the power of changing one’s mind.
Jesus’ parable of the two sons suggests that a change in heart can in fact be a sign of deeper
listening and transformation. Conversely, a refusal to change can leave us stalled on our
spiritual journeys. In this way, “flip-flopping” might not always be a bad thing but rather
might indicate our faithfulness to God’s ongoing role in our lives.

God’s promises in baptism make such change possible. Martin Luther encouraged that we
daily return to our baptism. Every day God’s grace frees us to admit the possibility that we
have previously been or done wrong, or perhaps simply haven’t been able to see the whole
picture before. Grace also affords us the chance to allow that anyone can be transformed in
ways previously thought impossible or unexpected. The promises that God makes in baptism
open the door not only for us but for everyone else too. We can learn perhaps to trust not in
consistency but in the endless possibilities for change and growth. Sometimes a change in
opinion goes only as far as what we think will be most popular. But changing our mind, when
done in a spirit of authentic discernment and from the heart, can be transformative. It might
even open us to the kingdom of God in ways unknown before.

The flowers are given to the glory of God
by Karen and Don Miller in celebration of Max’s 25th birthday, and
in celebration of the Holy Matrimony of Michelle Kwak and Johnathan Kim.

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book.
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