
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9:45 am October 1, 2023 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of 
God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God 
offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting 

the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer 
our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
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Gathering song 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 
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Call to Worship 
Based on Psalms of Praise  
 
Pastor  Hallelujah!  We sing our praises to God!  
All  We lift high our praise of God  
 and bless God’s holy name.       
 
Pastor  God is filled with mercy and grace, not quick to anger and rich in love.   
All  God is good to one and all;  
 everything God does is filled with grace.   
 
Pastor  Let us sing to God a brand-new song.   
All  Let us praise God from the mountaintops  
 and for all eternity.   
 
Pastor  Let us praise God in this house of worship.      
All  Let every living, breathing creature praise God!   

Song of Praise 

Please stand and sing.   
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I will be among 
them.” Christ is here, in our hearts and souls as we gather for worship. Christ is 
here, to heal and redeem. Let us open our hearts and minds for God’s healing 
ministry! 

 
Silence and reflection 
 
Pastor  Most merciful God, 
All  come into our lives,  
  come and heal what is broken,  

correct what is against your will,  
bless what is small and tender, uncertain and in need of growth.  
Come into our lives and anoint our community  
that we may serve you with an open heart.   

 
Pastor The God of truth who renews us in body, mind and soul, grant us insight, 

foresight and a desire to follow the path of Christ whose compassion is beyond 
compare.  In Christ, God is always making a new way for us.  In the name of our 
Triune God – the Father, Son +, and Holy Spirit your sins are forgiven.    

All Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor  Let us pray. 
 God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace 

to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the 
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  

Children’s Message 
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Psalm 25:1-8 
 

 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
 O my God, in you I trust; 
 do not let me be put to shame; 
 do not let my enemies exult over me. 
 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
 let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
 teach me your paths. 
 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; 
 for you I wait all day long. 
 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, 
 for they have been from of old. 
 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
 according to your steadfast love remember me, 
 for your goodness' sake, O LORD! 
 Good and upright is the LORD; 
 therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.    
All  Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 
 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 1so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 
 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.    
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
 
When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 

 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please stand and sing. 
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Sermon 
In You I Trust  

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Song of the Day 
Please stand and sing. 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min.  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,       

creator of heaven and earth.   
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,       
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,       
born of the virgin Mary,       
suffered under Pontius Pilate,       
was crucified, died, and was buried;       
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;       
he ascended into heaven,       
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,       
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,       
the holy catholic church,       
the communion of saints,       
the forgiveness of sins,       
the resurrection of the body,       
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min.  Merciful God, 
All   receive our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor  May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All And also with you.  
 

Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  

Sit 

Offering   
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.    
Please give as you are able.   
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
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+ Sharing Our Gifts + 

Anthem  

“Shout to the Lord” by Darlene Zschech  

Offering Prayer  

Pastor  Let us pray.  
All God of field and forest,  
 sea and sky, 

you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your grace in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

+ The Meal + 

Pastor  The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Pastor God, you are before all things; 
You are beyond all things; 
And in the midst of all things and all peoples  
you have made yourself known. 

Offering Song 
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Words of Institution  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pastor Come, for all is now ready. 
Please sit. 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 

blessing. You are an important part of our faith community. For those taking Holy  
Communion: Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Pastor Therefore we join our praises 
with countless men and women before us, 
disciples and apostles, 
saints and martyrs, 
acclaiming your power in goodness 
and your might in compassion, 
as we say:  

 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord 

God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest. 

In Israel’s ancient codes and prophetic oracles, 
in stories of women and men, 
of communities and nations 
seeking identity, 
feeling their strength, 
and struggling with their weakness  
you have made yourself known. 
 
In Jesus of Nazareth, 
in compassion for the outcast, 
forgiveness for the fallen, 
hope for the poor and hungry; 
in his life poured out for others 
and broken in rejection and disdain 
you have made yourself known. 
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Communion Song 
All sing. 



13 

 

Table Blessing 

Please stand. 

Pastor Through Christ all God’s people are made whole: may Christ’s body and blood 
strengthen you and fill your life with the joy and peace that only Christ can offer.  

All Amen.  

Post Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray.  
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen. 

+ THE SENDING + 

BLESSING 

Pastor   The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 
bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age 
in the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.   

All  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 

All sing. 
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Change for the Better 

Public officials routinely get drilled about changing their minds, especially 
around reelection time. One’s past pledges as a political candidate are not 
easily left behind or forgotten. Earlier promises are often used to measure 
one’s moral character in light of one’s actual voting record. A change in 
opinion can be viewed with suspicion or lead to accusations of hypocrisy. We 
want consistency. Above all, we want to know that we can trust others to 
follow through on their word. This is understandable. 

Unfortunately, such political norms don’t often allow for the power of 
changing one’s mind. Jesus’ parable of the two sons suggests that a change in 
heart can in fact be a sign of deeper listening and transformation. Conversely, 
a refusal to change can leave us stalled on our spiritual journeys. In this way, 
“flip-flopping” might not always be a bad thing but rather might indicate our 
faithfulness to God’s ongoing role in our lives. 

God’s promises in baptism make such change possible. Martin Luther 
encouraged that we daily return to our baptism. Every day God’s grace frees 
us to admit the possibility that we have previously been or done wrong, or 
perhaps simply haven’t been able to see the whole picture before. Grace also 
affords us the chance to allow that anyone can be transformed in ways 
previously thought impossible or unexpected. The promises that God makes 
in baptism open the door not only for us but for everyone else too. We can 
learn perhaps to trust not in consistency but in the endless possibilities for 
change and growth. Sometimes a change in opinion goes only as far as what 
we think will be most popular. But changing our mind, when done in a spirit 
of authentic discernment and from the heart, can be transformative. It might 
even open us to the kingdom of God in ways unknown before. 

Dismissal   

Asst. Min. Go in peace.  Share Christ’s love. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

  

Please join the Redeemer family outside the Crossroads foyer area 
 for fellowship and refreshments. 
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.    

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  

Isaiah 5:1-7  Psalm 80:7-15  Philippians 3:4b-14   Matthew 21:33-46 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 

by Karen and Don Miller in celebration of Max’s 25th birthday, and 

in celebration of the Holy Matrimony of Michelle Kwak and Johnathan Kim. 

 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Redeemer’s Sunday worship schedule is: 
8:30 and 11 am - Traditional Services  9:45 am - Contemporary Service 

Creed written by Andreas Wagner      Eucharistic Prayer written by Samuel Wells  
 


