Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

20th Sunday after Pentecost, October 15, 2023
The Service at 8:30 and 11 am

PRELUDE

GATHERING

"The King of Love My Shepherd Is", arr. Dale Wood

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy,

loved us even when we were dead in sin,

and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN: L1rT HIGH THE CROSS #660

We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.

Lift High the Cross
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTOLIC GREETING
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation  And also with you.

HyMN OF PRAISE
All sing.

Now the Feast and Celebration
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and
pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Congregation Amen.
Please sit.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD

Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet
at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing everyone up—will be swallowed up
forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation

O Lorp, you are my God;
I will exalt you, [ will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

On this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LorD has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This 1s the Lorp for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Psalm 23

Congregation sings words in bold.
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The Lorp! is my shepherd
I shall not ' be in want.

The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ' side still waters.

You restore my I'soul, O Lorbp,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I shall ' fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence Lof my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ' LorD forever.

Reading: Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to
God no matter what the circumstance. God'’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ,
especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,
my beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and sing.
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The Gospel is announced.
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Congregation Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to be
taken lightly.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they
would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, mistreated
them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then
he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those servantes went out into the streets and gathered all whom they
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said
to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
We Rejoice in the Lord
Pastor Sandy Kessinger

HyYMN OF THE DAY: BORNING CRY #732
Please stand and sing.

() 4 [ !
L3 : .
1 Tt
3 N S
IR | was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.

2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word 1 was there to cheer you on;
3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no Ilon - ger young,

P A ] I I I I ) I
7 E—— | | i N S — — il o=
5 S S S=ES S
I re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un-fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be -long.

'l be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I've be - gun.

Mo
i va

L 101

!
I
-

L 100

K
P 7 P - | | .
7 4 g & F 4
1 was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;
If you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
When the eve - ning gent-ly clos -es in and you shut your wea-ry eyes,

Mo
=

| 1NN

| 10N

: —

' —> ,
L — y . Z
in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”
I'll be there to make your vers - es thyme from dusk till r1is - ing sun.”
T'll be there as I have al- ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”

| 108

N & == e

L 18

| 108

]
] ,
[ Y I I

| 108

k— I
VA | | / |
J s v 4 J o * I

4 “l was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.

L 10N
| 108
Q]

;

S
| 1N
R

e e

="
I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

The 8:30 service continues on page 10.



+ The Baptism of Mia Ryan Rosenfield +
Parents: Lauren and Adam Rosenfield
Sponsors: Margo and Stuart Bost

Pastor

Sponsors
Sponsors
Pastor
Parents

Pastor

Parents

Pastor

Sponsors
Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

+ The Baptism of Cameron Stephen Bost +
Parents: Margo and Stuart Bost
Sponsors: Lauren and Adam Rosenfield

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the
Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ.
Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the
will of God.

We present Mia Ryan for baptism.
We present Cameron Stephen for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God,
do you desire Mia Ryan and Cameron Stephen to be baptized into Christ?
We do.

As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
To live with them among God’s faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in their hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture them in faith and prayer,

so that they may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your children grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Mia Ryan and Cameron Stephen in the Christian faith as you
are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Mia Ryan and Cameron Stephen and pray for them in
their new life in Christ?
We do.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways
of sin that draw you from God?

We renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.




Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the
flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and
death and raise us up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that
those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Mia Ryan Rosenfield,
I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Cameron Stephen Bost,
I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Mia Ryan and Cameron Stephen with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence.

Amen.

Mia Ryan, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the Cross of Christ forever.

Cameron Stephen, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
Cross of Christ forever.

Lighting the baptismal candle.

Pastor

Pastor
Congregation

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share.
Join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

The service continues on page 10 with Prayers.



APOSTLES' CREED
Seminarian With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:

Seminarian God of grace,
Congregation hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please give as you are able.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.

OFFERTORY
“Shout the Glad Tidings” by G.F. Handel arr. by Hal H. Hopson
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OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God,

maker of all things.

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.

Use us, and what we have gathered,

in feeding the world with your love,

through the one who gave himself for us,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please stand.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Congregation Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.
Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
You are an important part of our faith community.
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CoMMUNION HYMN: BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR #838

All sing.

Please stand.

Pastor

Congregation

Beautiful Savior
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2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair 1s the moon - light,
4 Beau - 1 - ful Sav - lor, Lord of the na - tons,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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PosT-CoOMMUNION CANTICLE

Please stand and sing.
Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER
Seminarian Let us pray.

God of abundance,
with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim
your redeeming love to the world
and continue forever in the risen life
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation Amen.
THE SENDING
BLESSING

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Congregation Amen.
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.
Pastor The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Congregation Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE #836
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share
Christ’s love.

All sing. Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY. lLudwie van Beethoven. 1770-1827. adant.

DisMISSAL
Asst. Min. Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

"Psalm XIX" - Marcello
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101

Children are welcome in our worship. Hearing help available: We have for your

use, personal hearing amplification units
available in the narthex. Please refer
questions or comments to an usher.

Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Redeemer’s Sunday worship schedule is:
8:30 and 11 am - Traditional Services 9:45 am - Contemporary Service

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 45:1-7 Psalm 96:1-9 (10-13) 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Matthew 22:15-22

Biggest Banquet Ever

If you have ever planned and paid for a wedding banquet, you know you have to limit the
number of guests you invite. There is only so much table space, and the cost to provide food
and drink for each guest can be enormous. You have to make choices about whom to include
and whom to exclude.

The wedding banquet in Jesus’ parable is a metaphor for God’s great gathering of people into
relationship with God. This banquet does not have the same economic and spatial limits as
ancient or contemporary weddings. At God’s table there is room for everyone. God is happy
to pay the bill. Everyone gets to eat and drink. The more, the merrier!

Except, some of those God invites to the table wanted an exclusive event, a limited guest list
for VIPs only. They wanted to feel special for being included by having others excluded.
Jesus’ ministry was always about including, not excluding, and some within earshot of him
didn’t accept that. So he told a parable to shake up the listeners’ complacency and superiority.
If those who are invited reject the invitation, God will keep inviting others to the party.

This challenging story reminds us that our being invited and included comes on God’s
gracious terms, not our own. In the parable, the king expects everyone to wear a wedding
garment, to dress appropriately for the occasion. Refusing to wear it meant wanting to attend
on one’s own terms and disrespecting the host. The shocking imagery of the parable doesn’t
mean this is how God treats us when we miss the mark. The king is not God. But it does help
us see that our inclusion is a gift, and one we can only receive as a gift. Our thanks and praise
are our wedding garment as we join Christ and each other at the table of grace.

The flowers are given to the glory of God and
by Jane and Scotty Skotzko in celebration of the marriage of Claire Robinson and Nicholas Skotzko

Today we are using Settings 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book.
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