
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

October 10, 2021 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 90 

Pastor  Lord, teach us to number our days. 
People  That we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 
Pastor  Return to us, O Lord. 
People Be gracious to your servants. 
 
Pastor  Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning. 
People  We shall rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 
Pastor  May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us. 
People  Prosper the work of our hands. 
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   



3 

 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking 

what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of 
your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  

Song of Praise 

All sing.   

Temple Talk 
 

Children’s Message 
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great 
prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. 
He warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while 
corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath. 
 

 Seek the Lord and live, 
 or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 
 and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 
 Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
 and bring righteousness to the ground! 
 
 They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
 and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
 Therefore because you trample on the poor 
 and take from them levies of grain, 
 you have built houses of hewn stone, 
 but you shall not live in them; 
 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
 but you shall not drink their wine. 
 For I know how many are your transgressions, 
 and how great are your sins— 
 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
 and push aside the needy in the gate. 
 Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 
 for it is an evil time. 
 
 Seek good and not evil, 
 that you may live; 
 and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
 just as you have said. 
 Hate evil and love good, 
 and establish justice in the gate; 
 it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, 
 will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
 

Reader Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16 
We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely 
accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because 
he also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine 
mercy from Christ. 
 

Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge 
the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, 
but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an 
account. 
 
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
People Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel:  Mark 10:17-31 
Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a 
conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is 
surprising but unforgettable. 
 

As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor 
your father and mother.’ He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since 
my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, 
sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went 
away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
 
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were 
perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it 
is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were 
greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus 
looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God 
all things are possible.” 
 
Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of 
the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, 
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and 
in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last 
will be first.”  

 
Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.      
People   Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Sermon 
“What Must I Do?” 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Song 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

“May the Words of My Mouth” Words and Music by 
Tim Hughes and Rob Hill 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Minister Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Isaiah 53:4-12   Psalm 91:9-16  Hebrews 5:1-10  Mark 10:35-45 

Limitless Possibility 

For the young, life can feel like a limitless landscape of possibilities. It can 
seem there is nothing we cannot do or become if we simply set our minds 
to it. But as we age, the possibilities may appear to shrink, whether 
through the choices we make or through the limits of a world beyond our 
control. At certain points in life, we may look at ourselves—who we are and 
what we have become—and see not possibilities but, rather, inevitabilities. 
It may seem impossible to live any other way than how we are currently 
living or for people to see us in any other way than they currently do. We 
may struggle to see any way beyond our habits or patterns, our history, or 
our current roles. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus invites a man to leave behind everything he has 
known and thought about himself to become Jesus’ disciple. To the world, 
the man is defined by his wealth, but Jesus sees the man behind the pos-
sessions and loves him. He sees past what seems inevitable about the man, 
to what God can make possible. Yet, tragically, the man can only see the 
world’s vision of him, a vision of limited possibilities. When Jesus calls him 
to leave his wealth behind, the man thinks he is being asked the impossible 
and goes away heartbroken. 

In the Christian assembly, the voice of Christ calls us to look past one an-
other’s worldly inevitabilities to the divine possibilities present among us. 
No matter what moment of life we are in, it is never too late. No matter 
what our history of failures or addictions, there are still more chances. No 
matter what we have been to this point, there is still something new we can 
become. Jesus calls us to leave ourselves behind in order to follow him, to 
rediscover who we are with a God for whom all things are possible. 


