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Obadiah is one of the least read writings in the Bible 

It does not provide much information about the author or the historical context  

 

Obadiah contains four important themes – 

1) Divine Justice 

God will intervene and punish those who had been involved in the plunder of Jerusalem, 

specifically Edom. 

2) The Day of the Lord 

This theme is linked to the idea of holy war.  God is able and willing to intervene to 

defeat decisively the enemies of God’s people.  The destruction of Edom is the logical 

result of the just actions of a God who responds to the needs of his people and who does 

not allow injustice to reign.  The people believed there was a divine penalty for those 

who sin and who act in violation of the covenant. 

3) The Lord of History  

Obadiah affirms that the God of Israel was never defeated.  God showed his power 

throughout history and God will judge the people who have taken advantage of Judah’s 

defeat in order to plunder and take over its territory. 

4) The Kingdom of the Lord 

After the national catastrophe, the future of the Jewish community will be radically 

transformed.  The vindication of the people will become a reality, thanks to God’s 

intervention that will restore national borders and establish a government where the 

priests will rule in the world.  Mount Zion will be reestablished as a capital of a renewed 

and liberated people.  The book ends with a firm affirmation of faith and hope. 

 

Obadiah 1 – God has given to Obadiah a message that must be communicated to the people 

 

Obadiah 2-9  
The first six verses mirror the message found in Jeremiah 49 

 

Verses 2-4 announces the fall of Edom     Jeremiah 49:14-16 

Verses 5-6 describes the severity of the punishment  Jeremiah 49:9-10 

Verse 7 alludes to the betrayal of allies and friends of Israel  

Verses 8-9 points to the completeness of the punishment  

 

Obadiah 10-15 – The Crimes of Edom 

Edom’s sin was that it failed to respect the human rights of others 

Edom took advantage of Judah’s misfortune / in the plunder and violence against Judah 

Edom showed its arrogance and pride 

 

Obadiah 16-21 

In verse 16 we hear the judgment of the nations 

 

 



In verses 17-21 the prophet reveals God’s purpose for the people  

The city will become a place of refuge 

The temple mount will again be holy 

The Israelites will claim their ancient territorial possessions 

The judgment against Edom will result in the restoration of land for the people of Judah 

Judah’s victory is also a return to the Promised Land 

God will rise up deliverers to fulfill God’s purpose in history 

 

A Commitment to Meet Human Needs – Obadiah challenges us to address real problems in our 

society, such as racism and the oppression of socially excluded groups (ethnic minorities and 

homeless people).   

How can the church provide space for the creation of more just and equitable institutions? 

How does God intervene in our history?   

 

Obadiah took the writings of Jeremiah and revised them for the new realities of his time. 

How should we adapt his message to fit our context? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Book of Jonah  

The fictitious character may derive from a reference to 2 Kings 14:25 (Jonah son of Amittai) 

Chapter 1 includes a self-contained story of sailors delivered from a storm at sea 

Chapter 2 describes a miraculous tale and includes a psalm/ prayer 

Chapter 3 is another self-contained story of the Ninevites being saved from destruction 

Chapter 4 is another tradition that describes an extended dialogue between Jonah and God 

 

The Book of Jonah is not placed in any historical setting and has no stated purpose 

Unlike all the other Minor Prophets, it tells a story about a prophet  

Jonah is described in several ways: 

Folklore – parallels stories that appear in folk literature of other diverse cultures 

Parable 

Satire  

 

Jonah 1:1-2:10 

The story begins abruptly and is considered one story in an all embracing narrative between God 

and human beings.  Having denounced in Obadiah the nation of Edom, the book of Jonah names 

another enemy of Israel, Assyria, as represented by its capital city of Nineveh.   

The unspecified evil of Nineveh becomes known to God 

God commands Jonah to rise and go to speak to the people but Jonah does not want to go 

All things appear to go well for Jonah who wants to escape God – 

He is at a seaport 

A ship is conveniently there  

He has financial resources to board the ship 

There is room for him on the boat 

 

 



After Jonah’s flight from God, God reenters the story by indirect action 

God hurls a great wind upon the sea 

God and Jonah enter into a power struggle 

The sailors cry out in fear and try to avert disaster by casting lots to see who caused this evil 

Jonah does not call upon his God and he is (still) not going to Nineveh 

Death by drowning will secure for Jonah what he wanted all along – to be free from God  

We hear the psalm/prayer when Jonah is in the belly of the whale 

 

Jonah 3 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time and Jonah obeyed 

Jonah never claimed divine authority for his pronouncement but the Ninevites respond favorably 

They believed in God and expressed their faith through the act of penance (put on sackcloth) 

After humiliating himself even the king issues an edict to institutionalize the new obedience 

Motivated by their turning around from their evil ways, God repented about the evil 

 

Jonah 4 

Jonah prays to God in anger 

He turns God’s love into an accusation, condemns compassion, and demands vindication 

In the conclusion of his prayer he petitions God to take away his life 

He failed to escape the presence of God through his flight to Tarshish 

He was tossed over the side of the ship  

He was swallowed by a fish where he stayed in its belly for 3 days 

He obeyed God and delivered a message of doom to a rebellious people 

And they repented which really made him angry 

He was done with God and with his life 

 

In his response, God does not address the content of Jonah’s prayer but with his emotions 

God asks Jonah a question – Is it right for you to be angry? 

 

Despite Jonah’s effort to set the agenda, God surrounds his prayer with a different focus 

The question invites Jonah to consider the meaning of his anger  

Jonah leaves town without a word 

 

God seeks to persuade Jonah  

God uses a plant, a worm, and a wind 

The plant grows up around Jonah to shade his head and to deliver him from his evil 

The worm attacks the plant and it withers 

The sun (aided by a strong wind) then attacks Jonah 

Jonah showed sympathy for the withered plant 

God argues for divine pity for Nineveh 

God repented because Nineveh repented 

God shows  

 

The book of Jonah ends with a question from God that does not get answered 

The story stops but it does not end 


