
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

November 8, 2020 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 70 

Pastor Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Pastor Let all who seek you rejoice and say: 
People Great is the Lord! 
 
Pastor Let all who seek you be glad and say: 
People Great is the Lord! 
 
Pastor Come to us quickly, O God. 
People Come, Lord Jesus, Come!  Amen!  Alleluia! 
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Gathering Song 
Cantor sings.   
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Song of Praise 

Cantor sings.   

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your 

Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  
 
 
 
Children's Message 

+ The Word + 

Reading: Amos 5:18-24 
In the days of Amos people thought that the day of the Lord would be a time of great victory, 
but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substi-
tute for obedience. The Lord demands justice and righteousness in the community. 
 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
  Why do you want the day of the Lord? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.       
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. 

Pastor  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?   
All     You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the 
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of 
hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 
 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the 
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 
means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will 
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Let Justice Roll Down 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all 
times. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom 
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a 
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there 
will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 
shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But 
he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Song 
Cantor sings.   



9 

 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Vicar Lord, in your mercy,  
All  hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Vicar  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

 

Song 

“Even If" by Bart Millard, Ben Glover, Crystal Lewis, David Arthur Garcia, Tim Timmons of 

Mercy Me, Chris Tribie, tenor  

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  
 all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord  Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
 Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 

blessing.  You are an important part of our faith community. 
 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping 
six feet apart.  Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape 

juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.   
 

Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those 
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are 
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others.  We ask that you not gather in the 

Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 
 

 
At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those watching the video. 
Pastor           Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
All          Thanks be to God.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given by Darlene Gehler Lebedev and Robert R. Gehler 
in remembrance of their mother Lucille Gehler 

 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Invitation to Grace 

The parable of the ten bridesmaids easily draws our attention to the differences in 
their levels of preparation. Some have enough oil to welcome the bridegroom; 
others do not. The ability of each bridesmaid to control her fate finds ready ears 
in a culture that favors independence and individual effort. Every day we see the 
consequences—good or bad—of our actions. 

The early part of the parable speaks to a commonality among the bridesmaids. As 
they wait for the bridegroom, all of them become drowsy and fall asleep. Then 
comes the cry, “Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” We might hear 
this as a command. We certainly have commands from God throughout Scripture. 
However, what if we heard the cry as an invitation? 

God’s commands are a gift that invites us to live into the reality of the ever-
present and ever-coming kingdom. God does not force or compel us to follow, to 
be obedient, or to love. It is always framed as an invitation. The psalmists invite 
us to praise God. God invites the people of Israel into covenantal relationship. Je-
sus invites all who are weary to come to him and find rest. 

If the kingdom of heaven is close to us now, of course our actions will have conse-
quences. Whether we choose to love or hate, share or hoard, work for peace or 
not—all of these choices impact the people around us. And yet, God’s command 
that we live into a way of love is not coercive, but rather an invitation to life. 

In worship we gather around the sacraments of baptism and the eucharist. Nei-
ther is forced; neither is required. Both are invitations to experience what Augus-
tine called visible signs of God’s invisible grace, a gift given for each and every one 
of us. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18   Psalm 90:1-8 and 12   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11    Matthew 25:14-30 


