
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

All Saints Sunday, November 7, 2021 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 24 

Pastor  Lift up your heads, O gates! 
People  And be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
 
Pastor  So that the King of glory may come in. 
People  Who is the King of glory? 
 
Pastor  The Lord, strong and mighty. 
People  He is the Lord of hosts.   
 
Pastor  Purify our hearts to receive the blessings of our Lord.   
People  Such is the company of those who seek the Lord. 
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
 

Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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Children’s Message 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the 

mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your 
blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible 
joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

All Amen.  

Song of Praise 

All sing.   

Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained serv-
ant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All  Amen. 
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9 
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when the Lord will gather all God’s people on God’s 
holy mountain and will prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet the Lord will wipe the 
tears from all eyes. And there will be no more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself. 
 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. 
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

Reader   Word of God, word of life.   
People  Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Revelation 21:1-6a 
Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people 
so that mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the 
God who spans all of time are trustworthy and true. 
 
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying,  
 

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

   
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 

Gospel: John 11:32-44 
Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death 
and weeping will be no more. 
 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. 
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I 
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
I Am the Resurrection and the Life   

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Song 
All sing.    
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Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
All  Your mercy is great. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Remember the Faithful Departed  

The bell rings as we recall the saints in our lives. 

Pastor Lord God, you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses.  We remem-

ber all those who have gone before us in faith – 

Pastor And those that we name aloud or within the silence of our hearts … 

Pastor Grant us courage to persevere in the course that is set before us and, at the last, 
let us share in your eternal joy with all the saints in light, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.   

People Amen 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Song 

““I Can Only Imagine” by Bart Millard, Chris Tribie, tenor   

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Minister Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

COMMUNION SONG 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
Immediately after the service, come to the Crossroads to hear the Youth Choir 

sing  "How Great Is Our God" by Chris Tomlin. 
 

Please keep a safe distance from others. 

Tears Are Holy 

“Jesus wept” (John 11:35). It’s the shortest verse in the Bible (in many non-
NRSV versions), popular among Sunday school children trying to pad their stats 
in Bible memorization games. Only two words, three short syllables: “Jesus 
wept.” It is also a profound theological statement. Death hurts. Even for Jesus. 
Even with prophecies and promises to wipe away every tear. 

Although we may put it out of mind at times, we have always been dust. We have 
always known that to dust we shall return. Before rushing to the reassurance of 
eternal life with God, we honor the sacred finitude of life by honestly naming and 
feeling the grief of death. 

Even as he embodied resurrection power, Jesus felt the sting of death. When he 
heard that his friend Lazarus had died, he wept. He didn’t immediately bring 
him back, and he didn’t explain it away. He wept. This is Jesus at his most       
human and his most divine. Life is holy, and its loss is painful. Your tears, like 
Jesus’ tears, are holy. You are not alone. 

The vision of Revelation promises a time when God will wipe away every tear, 
when death and mourning and crying and pain will be no more. But as Jesus 
himself experienced, we must first contend with the heartbreak of death. On All 
Saints Day we remember the saints who have gone before. We celebrate their 
lives and the promise of a future with God. And we honor them with our tears 
and mourning, and our honest and complicated feelings for them. 

Stories promise endings, but too often death brings relationships to a stop with-
out the closure of an ending. The promise of resurrection and the rituals of All 
Saints Day remind us that our stories continue to unfold in mysterious ways—
even after death. God shows up in the messiness of loss and mourning, and 
God’s love carries us through the loneliness and fear. Thanks be to God. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

 

The flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Paul and Barbara Goodwin, 

in honor of the baptism of their daughter, 

Tua Maria Goodwin 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Daniel 12:1-3   Psalm 16   Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25   Mark 13:1-8 

Today we, the Redeemer Congregation, welcome into baptized membership:  
 

Tua Maria Goodwin,  
her parents are Teresa Duncan and Andrew Goodwin,  

and sponsors are Emily Petersen and Evan Henry. 
 

We pray God's richest blessings on Tua Maria  


