
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2025 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am 
  

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus  
challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day 

when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly 
watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word 

and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 

“Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” - J.S. Bach  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, +  one God 
 whose home is heaven and earth, 
 whose salvation is sure. 
Congregation Amen. 

Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Long-expected God, 
 Congregation we confess that we look to ourselves 
   for the peace and security only you can provide. 
   We reach for swords and spears, 
   reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
   We become impatient while waiting 
   and weary of keeping awake. 
   Free us from self-reliance, 
   and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
   Increase our trust in God’s timing, 
   and awaken us to your advent among us, 
   that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 

Amen. 
 

Pastor God judges us not as we deserve, 
 but according to God’s own righteousness. 
 + You are freed and forgiven, 
 saved by grace, 
 and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: The King Shall Come #260  
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray.  
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Kyrie 
All sing.. 

Blessing of the Quilts 
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The Word 

Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of 
peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in that light of 
that Lord now!” 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In days to come 
the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 

  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 122 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 
1 I was glad when they | said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house | of the Lord.” 
 2 Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 
 3 Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 
 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord.  
 
 5 For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
 6 Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- 

|
 per who love you. 

 
 7 Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 8 For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 
 9 Because of the house of the | Lord our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.”  

Reading: Romans 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the 
future. 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling 
and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 



7  

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

From  the Holden Evening Prayer  
by Marty Haugen 
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Sermon 
New Year’s Resolutions 

Pastor Sharon Core 

Hymn of the Day: Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death #452  
Please stand and sing. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, unexpected event that will bring salvation or judgment upon people 
caught up in the usual affairs of daily life. He urges people to be alert and expectant. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.” 
  
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your 
financial gifts.  
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Offertory 
“Let all mortal flesh keep silence” French carol, arr. by Stephen Cleobury  

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace,   
Congregation  hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Asst. Min. Let us pray.  

Congregation  Nourishing God, 
 you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
 Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 
 that we may rejoice and be for the world 
 signs of your kingdom come. 

Amen. 

Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



12  

 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be offered by intinction. 
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements, a separate tray is available.  

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Invitation to Commune 
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Communion Hymn: I Love to Tell the Story #661  
All sing. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Sending Hymn:  Hark! a Thrilling Voice is Sounding #246  
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   

The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation Amen. 



15  

 

Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Congregation       Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude    

"Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying" - Paul Manz  

Advent Signs 

Few things in life are as jarring as awakening to the shriek of a fire alarm. Of course, that is 
by design. The safety of those gathered indoors calls for a blaring warning of impending 
danger so that all might be delivered from harm. Jesus offers a similar signal to his beloveds 
today, begging us to pay attention to the seriousness of the message he bears: Be ready! Keep 
awake! Pay attention to your surroundings! Deliverance is coming soon! 

Advent is a season of preparation, directing our focus toward the incarnation, toward 
Christmas, when God becomes human and the weary world rejoices. Sometimes preparations 
take the form of monthslong laborious planning, as we might do for an international trip or 
the renovation of a home. Other times, preparations must happen immediately, within hours, 
minutes, or seconds. When a fire alarm sounds, there’s no time to plan: We must act quickly, 
gathering what is most important to get to safety together. 

This first Sunday of Advent is a chance to take stock of what is most important in life, to 
attune our spirits to the reign of heaven that God is birthing in our world. We may be 
unsettled by these gospel images of the great flood and of field workers being disappeared. 
Such stories indeed may spark fear, anxiety, and distrust. Yet God comes to be with us amid 
all the great uncertainties of life, amid the atrocities of human violence, amid the worst of our 
losses and fears. Jesus reminds us that God is always drawing near to the world, always 
extending mercy, always acting with love. Mercy and love are Advent signs worth paying 
attention to, worth staying awake for. Be ready, beloveds, and fear not! God’s deliverance is 
coming soon. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 2 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  

Hearing help available: We have personal hearing 
amplification units available for your use. Please 
speak with the person at the sound board.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services: 
8:30 and 11 am for traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  Romans 15:4-13   Matthew 3:1-12 


