
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
First Sunday of Advent, November 28, 2021 

Service at  8:30 and 11am 
  

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds spe-
cific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to 

spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporar-
ies hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christ-

mas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 
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Gathering 
Prelude 

"Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme"- J.S. Bach 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #246 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Kyrie 
All sing. 

Lighting of Advent Wreath 
All sing. 

  8:30 am - Clinton and Jessica Pfister (Andrew and Caroline)  
  11:00 am - Matt and Waka Osifchin (Emily and Kai) 

Recognition Of First Communion 
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The Word 

Psalm 25;1-10 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 

Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in 
punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—”The Lord is our 
righteousness”—proclaims that the Lord is even now working salvation for Israel. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name 
by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

 
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 To you, O Lord, 
 I lift up my soul. 
 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 
 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 Show me your ways, O Lord, 
 and teach me your paths.  
 
 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
 for they are from everlasting.  
 
 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
 therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 
 You lead the lowly in justice 
 and teach the lowly your way. 
 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage 
from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church. 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night and 
day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase 
and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts 
in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  
 
 

From  the Holden Evening Prayer  
by Marty Haugen 
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Sermon 
Stand Up 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 
  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be 
dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s 
promised redemption. 

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of 
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand 
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can 
see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries 
of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on 
the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

  
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn  #250 
All sing. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  

 our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen  

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.   

Special Music 
 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence", French Carol, arr by Katherine K. Davis  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Pastor Hear us, O God. 
Congregation Your mercy is great.  
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen 

 

Pastor Let us pray.  
  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation  Amen 

Hymn  #241 
All sing. 
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Dismissal  

Pastor                  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Congregation      Thanks be to God. 

 

When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Settings 2 and 6 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 
 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4  Luke 1:68-79  Philippians 1:3-11  Luke 3:1-6 

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Sending Hymn  #239 
All sing. 


