
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

First Sunday of Advent 

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9:45 am  November 27, 2022 

Prelude  

Call to Worship 
Pastor  Let us prepare our hearts 

as we await the coming of our Lord. 
 

All  Let us watch for the one who heard our cries 
and shouldered the suffering of our world. 

 
Pastor   Let us anticipate the coming of Christ’s eternal world 

with wholeness, reconciliation and plenty for all. 
 

All  Let us wait in expectation for the day 
when God’s glory is revealed in all its fullness. 
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Song of Gathering  

Please stand and sing.   
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Confession and Forgiveness  

Pastor Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
  who alone does wondrous things. 
All  Blessed be God’s name forever. 
  Amen. 
 
Pastor  Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
  Let us confront our sins, 
  and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor  God of new beginnings, 
All we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 

 
Pastor People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

All  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you.    
All And also with you.  
 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 

from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

All Amen. 
 

Song of Praise 

Please stand and sing.   



5 

 

ADVENT WELCOME  
 

  The Advent Wreath will be lit by Zack, Katie, Tessa and Whitney Skochko   

First Communion 

 

Children's Message 
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Psalm 122 
  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
  Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

  Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 
  to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.  

  For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 

  Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 
  For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 

  Because of the house of the Lord our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.”  

 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.    
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

  

Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a 
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping 
community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.    
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  

 
The House of the Lord 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.       
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep 
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, 
and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will 
be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have 
let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an unexpected hour.” 
 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please stand and sing.  
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Please stand and sing. 
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Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Asst. Min.  God, in your mercy. 
All   Hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All   Amen.  

APOSTLES' CREED  
 

Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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Offering Music  

"Jesus Messiah" by Chris Tomlin  

Song of Offering  
Please stand and sing. 

OFFERING    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   
Offering plates are found at the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the 
back of the church as you leave our worship space.  Please give as you are able.   
 

Psalmody, Readings and Canticles 
From the Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen 

Cantor sings. 

All sing. 

All sing. 
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Cantor sings. 

All sing. 
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Cantor sings. 

All sing. 
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Cantor sings. 

All sing. 
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Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor Here is bread 
Good News for the world: 
let all who are hungry for justice 
come and eat 
 
Here is wine 
Good News for all who long: 
let all who thirst for righteousness 
come and drink 
 
Here is the table 
Good News for all who are lost: 
all who are weary 
come and gather here 
 
Here is community 
Good News for all whom the world ignores: 
behold I make all things new 
come and be renewed 
 

All Here is Jesus 
Good News for all who wait: 
I have come that all may have life 
come and live life fully 
Amen.  

Response  
Please sing. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine  

are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

All sing. 
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+ THE SENDING + 

Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray, 
  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 
  Go with us now into the world. 
  Everything is about to change. 
  Make us new. 
  Reveal your glory in our lives and in the rhythms of our lives, 
  so that nothing will get in the way of your coming. We pray this  
  in the name of Jesus our Lord.  
All Amen. 

 

Benediction 

Pastor  God the eternal Word, 
  who dwells with us in Jesus, 
  and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
  + bless you now and forever. 
All  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood,  
strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.   

All Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 

All sing. 
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Dismissal   

Pastor  Go in peace. Christ is near.  
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS AT REDEEMER 

During the holiday season, Redeemer will offer several holiday services: 

 

ADVENT  

November 30, December 7 and 14 - Midweek Advent Services 

Noonday Prayer  - Wednesday, 12:00 - 12:30 pm (Sanctuary) 

Evening Prayer  - Wednesday, 5:30 - 6 pm (on Zoom) 

 

CHRISTMAS 

December 16 - Living Nativity 

 Living Nativity - Friday at 6:30 pm and Christmas Concert at 7:30 pm 

December 21 - Blue Christmas   

 Wednesday - Dinner at 6:30 pm and Worship at 7 pm  

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services 

 4 pm - Christmas Service (opportunity for children to participate in story) 

 6, 8, 10 pm - Traditional Candlelight Services 

December 25 - Christmas Day Service at 10 am (one service only) 

 

NEW YEAR’S 

December 31 - New Year’s Eve Service, Saturday at 5 pm  

January 1 - Lessons and Carols, Sunday, at 10 am (one service only) 

 

All are welcome! 
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Hearing help available: We have for 
your use personal  hearing amplification 
units available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Children are welcome in our worship. There 
is a children’s worship bulletin for them. If 
you prefer, a nursery and/or childcare is 
available for children up to age 3 during all 
worship services. 

 

 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

 

Call to Worship written by Christine Sine 
The Invitation written by Roddy Hamilton 

Prayer after Communion written by April Yamasaki  
 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Isaiah 11:1-10   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  Romans 15:4-13   Matthew 3:1-12 

Today we, the Redeemer Congregation, welcome into baptized membership:  
Rory Grace Magnuson, her parents are Laura and Joshua Magnuson,  

and sponsors are Mark and Kameron Peterson. 

We pray God's richest blessings on Rory Grace  
as she and her parents continue to grow in faith. 

Time to Wake Up 

Advent is a season of waking up. Even as the days grow darker, we are awoken to the light of 
truth about our lives, the world, and, ultimately, God. But no one really likes being woken 
from sleep, real or metaphorical. No one likes being pulled from a cozy blanket to a crowded 
commute, from dreams to reality, from what’s comfortable and “always has been” to what’s 
actually happening right now. It’s why when we have pivotal, perhaps painful moments in 
our lives in which we become aware of something previously hidden, or about which we shed 
the veil of denial, we refer to them as “wake-up calls.” 

Yet it is never God’s intent to hurt us by rousing us from sleep. It is not to punish us for our 
past mistakes, to expose our inner failings to the world, or to add to the already deep well of 
shame that so many of us carry. It is for our good that God comes to reveal that which was 
hidden, breaking into our world as human flesh and blood. And it is for our good that, 
through our baptism, we are able to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13:14). The di-
vine image is revealed in you, and in every friend and stranger. God knows, loves, and takes 
delight in each of us. 

That is why nations will beat their swords into plowshares, their spears into pruning hooks, 
and their guns into gravel to build a highway for our God. We won’t need to learn war any-
more, as the prophet says (Isaiah 2:4), because you can’t raise arms against your own kin, 
another person in whom the living Christ dwells. 

This season is a time for us to awaken to this new reality: at any moment, and at every mo-
ment, Christ lives among and within us, helping us rub the sleep out of our eyes, and reveal-
ing a different way. Welcome to Advent. 


