Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

Christ the King, November 23, 2025
The Service at 8:30 and 11 am

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “‘justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of
Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal.
This victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat.

Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise.



GATHERING

PRELUDE
"We Gather Together", arr. James Pethel

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand.

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.

Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor Most merciful God,
Congregation have mercy on us.
We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Congregation Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: OH, WORSHIP THE KING #842

We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.

Oh, Worship the King
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1 Oh, wor - ship the King, all - glo - rious a bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - i - ful care what  tongue can re - cite?
4 Fraill chil - dren of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0 mea - sure - less might, m - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes 1n the air, it shines 1n the light,
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a bove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the hills, 1t de - scends to the  plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler cre - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with praise.
and round 1t has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in  the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er re - deem -er, and  friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.
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Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727




APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation  And also with you.

HyMN OF PRAISE
All sing..

Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship
you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us,
and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Congregation Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD

Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6

Today’s reading builds on the common ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers
have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, the Lord will raise up a new and righteous
shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lorp. “Therefore thus says the LORD,
the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have
driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LorD. "Then
I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. ‘T will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they
shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be m1ss1ng, says the LORD.

“The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as
king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. “In his days Judah w111 be saved and Israel
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lorb is our righteousness.”

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Psalm 46

Congregation sings words in bold.
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'God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.

“Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;

“though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.

“God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.

°The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away.

'The Lorp of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold
‘Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;

“behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
"%«Be still, then, and know that | I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”

""The Lorp of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.

Reading: Colossians 1:11-20
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was present at
creation and is eternally reigning with God.

""May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure
everythlng with patrence while joyfully "“giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of
the sarnts in the light. ""He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son “in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

""He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; '“for in him all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all thlngs have been created
through him and for him. ''He hlmself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. '"He is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.
“For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, “’and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and sing.
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-Iu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - ia

The Gospel is announced.
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Congregation Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 23:33-43
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah
and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to
welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death
into God’s hands.

“'When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they
crucified J esus there with the criminals, one on his rlght and one
on his left. "“Then Jesus said, “Father, forglve them; for they do
not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. *’And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one'” ““The soldlers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, aqd
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself‘ “*There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
*’One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding

him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and

us!” "But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? ' And
we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what
we deserve for our deeds but this man has done nothing wrong.” “Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradlse

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Looking for Another Candidate
Pastor Sharon Core



HYMN OF THE DAY: JOY TO THE WORLD #267

Joy to the World

Please stand and sing.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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NICENE CREED
Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:

Asst. Min. God of grace,
Congregation hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first
of all just that — offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your
financial gifts.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.
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OFFERTORY

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” Irish traditional melody, arr. John Rutter

COME TO THE TABLE

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W, Hillert, b, 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worsfiip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Asst. Min.
Congregation

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful,

you bring forth food from the earth

and nourish your whole creation.

Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;

and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EucHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNE

COMMUNION

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements, a separate tray is available.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms.
You are an important part of our faith community.

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ.
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CoMMUNION HYMN: BREAK NOw THE BREAD OF LIFE #515

Break Now the Bread of Life

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.
Music: BREAD OF LIFE, William E Sherwin, 18261888

Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

Asst. Min.

Congregation

BLESSING

Pastor
Congregation

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

THE SENDING
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as  once you
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to  me, as  when you
3 You are the bread of Ilife, dear Lord, to me, your ho - ly
) ud 1O ud

i = . —

== ——— ——to —

0y | | . | | .

" T ‘i J ! i | q| |

M& (4]

Yoo - —3——5 3
broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa - cred page
blessed the bread by Gal - i - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word the truth that res - cues me. Give me to ecat and live

" Ll >
. n -
e £ 5 F iz =

F— ! ! ! O ! | ! !
1 | 1 ' 1 1

0 4 | | . |

i — o ——

Gtz e o O . —,

5 S = dr—ﬁ v % o ‘oo
I  seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv -ing Word.
all fet-ters fall; and I shall find my peace, my All - in - All!
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.

. o £
O e — 8
/l 'ILI[ |P lP [ Q] I I

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: Lirt HiGH THE CROSS #660

Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share

Christ’s love.

Lift High the Cross
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DisMISSAL

Asst. Min. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PoOSTLUDE

"Ride On, King Jesus" - Spiritual, arr. David Kidwell

The Servant King

Many congregations will sing a hymn this Sunday that declares, “Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o’er the grave and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to
save” (ELW 855). This is an image of a conquering hero who fought Satan and won. Hail to
the king! But that is not the king we are presented with in today’s gospel reading. Jesus is a
broken, rejected man hanging naked in public shame, dying for a capital offense, sandwiched
between two criminals.

Many people struggle to think of Jesus as king because of the negative actions of historical
kings. Kings have too often been men wielding power for their own gain, sitting on thrones
upheld by patriarchy and wealth. Furthering this negative image are colonialism and the kings
who issued decrees to ravage and control people in their native land. Neither is this the image
of Christ the king in today’s reading.

At Gonzaga University (Spokane, Washington), a focus on servant leadership is offered as a
concentration in the master’s program in organizational leadership. Its focuses are forgiveness
and restorative justice, listening and discerning, community-building, foresight and strategy,
and transformational thinking. Doesn’t that sound a lot more like the leadership of Jesus?

Perhaps we are reminded of the hard parts of Jesus’ journey to draw our attention to his
purpose and the focus of his teachings. He wasn’t a conqueror, and he didn’t wield power for
his own gain. He hung naked on the cross to be the ultimate servant leader. We claim Jesus as
our king because of his servant leadership—his focus on forgiveness and restoration, building
community, and thinking in transformational ways. Hail the servant king!
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a Hearing help available: We have personal hearing
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a amplification units available for your use. Please
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to speak with the person at the sound board.

age 3 during all worship services.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: church@redeemermclean.org

Sunday Services:
8:30 and 11 am for traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-14 Matthew 24:36-44

The flowers are given to the glory of God
and in honor of Chris Hunter’s birthday and Thanksgiving Day
by Stephanie Hunter

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

CCLI Licenset# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.



