
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9:45 am November 23, 2025 

Christ the King 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude  

Call to Worship 
Please stand. 

Based on Psalm 46 

 

Pastor   God is our refuge and strength. 
All  A very present help in trouble. 
 
Pastor  Therefore we will not fear. 
All   Though the earth be moved and though the mountains shake.  
 
Pastor   There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God. 
All   It is the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 
Pastor   God is in the midst of the city.  It shall not be shaken. 
All   God shall help it at the break of day. 
 
Pastor   The Lord of hosts is with us. 
All  The God of Jacob is our stronghold.  Amen!  Alleluia! 
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Gathering Song 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor  Let us pray. 
 O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  

Children’s Message 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor                God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor                Gracious God, 
All have mercy on us.  

We confess that we have turned from you  
and given ourselves into the power of sin.  
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,  
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
Pastor                God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

All Amen. 
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Today’s reading builds on the common ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. 
Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, the 
Lord will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 
 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the 
Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven 
them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 
doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 
the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and 
they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will 
shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any 
be missing, says the Lord. 
  5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.    
All  Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Colossians 1:11-20 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the 
one who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
  15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 
Reader   Word of God, word of life.    
All   Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Sermon 
Looking for Another Candidate 

Pastor Sharon Core 

Please stand and sing. 

Gospel: Luke 23:33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus 
reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to 
welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 
 
33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing.”  And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
  39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please stand and sing. 
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Sharing the Lord’s Peace    
Pastor  May the peace of Christ be with you always. 
All And also with you.  

Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Sit 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min.  God of grace, 
All   hear our prayer. 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Nicene Creed    

Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory  
   to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



11 

 

+ Sharing Our Gifts + 

Offertory  
Please stand and sing. 

Offering   
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our 
offerings to God are first of all just that–offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able 
please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts. 
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 

Offering Prayer  

Asst. Min. Let us pray. 
All Creator God,  

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good,  
and the harvest is plentiful.   
Strengthen us at your table  
with these gifts of the earth  
that we may work for the good of all,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
Amen.   

Offertory Song 

“The Lord is King” by Mike Busbee 
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+ Come to the Table + 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pastor Come, for all is now ready. 

Words of Institution 

Communion 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Communion will be offered by intinction. 

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastor's hands, a separate tray with preset 
elements is available.  Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward 

for a blessing. To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 
You are an important part of our faith community. 

 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Pastor  The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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COMMUNION SONG 

All sing. 



14 

 

Please stand. 

Pastor  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood,  
strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.   

All Amen. 
 

 
Prayer 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now 
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.   

All Amen. 

+ THE SENDING + 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever. 

All  Amen. 
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Dismissal   

Asst. Min. Go in peace.  Share the good news.    
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  

SENDING SONG 

All sing. 
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Hearing help available: We have 
personal hearing amplification units 
available for your use. Please speak with the 
person at the sound board.  

Children are welcome in our worship. 
There is a children’s worship bulletin for 
them. If you prefer, a nursery and/or 
childcare is available for children up to age 
3 during all worship services.  

Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Sunday Services: 
8:30 and 11 am for the traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5   Psalm 122   Romans 13:11-14   Matthew 24:36-44 

The flowers are given to the glory of God  

and in honor of Chris Hunter’s birthday and Thanksgiving Day  

by Stephanie Hunter  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

The Servant King 

Many congregations will sing a hymn this Sunday that declares, “Crown him the 
Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave and rose victorious in the strife for those 
he came to save” (ELW 855). This is an image of a conquering hero who fought 
Satan and won. Hail to the king! But that is not the king we are presented with in 
today’s gospel reading. Jesus is a broken, rejected man hanging naked in public 
shame, dying for a capital offense, sandwiched between two criminals. 

Many people struggle to think of Jesus as king because of the negative actions of 
historical kings. Kings have too often been men wielding power for their own gain, 
sitting on thrones upheld by patriarchy and wealth. Furthering this negative image 
are colonialism and the kings who issued decrees to ravage and control people in 
their native land. Neither is this the image of Christ the king in today’s reading. 

At Gonzaga University (Spokane, Washington), a focus on servant leadership is 
offered as a concentration in the master’s program in organizational leadership. Its 
focuses are forgiveness and restorative justice, listening and discerning, community-
building, foresight and strategy, and transformational thinking. Doesn’t that sound a 
lot more like the leadership of Jesus? 

Perhaps we are reminded of the hard parts of Jesus’ journey to draw our attention to 
his purpose and the focus of his teachings. He wasn’t a conqueror, and he didn’t 
wield power for his own gain. He hung naked on the cross to be the ultimate servant 
leader. We claim Jesus as our king because of his servant leadership—his focus on 
forgiveness and restoration, building community, and thinking in transformational 
ways. Hail the servant king! 


