
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Christ the King, November 22, 2020 

Traditional Service  
  

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful are those 
who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the 
shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of 

Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our 
merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds. 
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Gathering 
Prelude 

"We Gather Together", arranged by James Pethel 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #430 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Hymn of Praise  
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Psalm 95:1-7a 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit 

the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve 
the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

The Word 

Children’s Message 

Reading:  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Since Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the role of shepherd in 
Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the 
people. 

11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their 
flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to 
which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, 
by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain 
heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture 
on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord 
God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because 
you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have 
spoken. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.      
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

  
1Come, let us sing to the Lord; 

  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
 2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
 
 3For you, Lord, are a great God, 
  and a great ruler above all gods. 
 4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are also yours.  
 
 5The sea is yours, for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded the dry land. 
 6Come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
 
 7aFor the Lord is our God, 
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.  
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Sermon 
Savior King 

Vicar Hephzibah 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand. 

Vicar Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?   
Congregation    You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrected, 
exalted Christ is Lord both of the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come. 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of 
his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 
head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.    
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Vicar The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 25:31-46 
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for the least of 
those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then 
the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 
40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

Vicar         The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn #634 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Nicene Creed    
 

  Vicar  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.  Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Vicar Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Special Music 
‘Ride on King Jesus”, H.T. Burleigh, Waka Osifchin, soprano    
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. Amen 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

Congregation  Amen. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.   

You are an important part of our faith community. 

 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart.  Once you 
arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next 

to the table.  Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 

 

Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those who wish to have a time of 
prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from 

others.  We ask that you not gather in the Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 

 

 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the videos. 

 

Pastor                      Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  

Congregation          Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Commune 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Action and Reflection 

The story of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25 begins with the Son of Man on a 
throne. It is an image of a king sitting in judgment. In any era of human history, this image 
of an all-powerful ruler sitting in judgement would be consistent with our images of power 
and authority. What follows runs against all of our expectations. The king connects his 
presence to the people who are poor and oppressed. This does not fit our human practices 
of power. Even a benevolent leader is not seen in the presence of the least among us. 

Though Jesus makes this connection, it is easy to read this story and get hooked into the 
power dynamics of judgment. We may wonder if we are a sheep or a goat and think about 
this status in an eternal sense as it relates to our relationship with God. This heavy reflec-
tion may lead us to think we might somehow have to earn our way into God’s grace. 

The theology of the cross finds Jesus exercising his kingship through the weakness of the 
cross. From the resurrection that follows this death, we receive the gift of life. This gift 
comes with the freedom to leave aside worries about eternity in favor of attending to faith-
ful living today. If Jesus frees us from concern about our relationship with God, the story 
of the sheep and the goats becomes more of a checklist for grace-filled living than a score-
card for eternity. It becomes an invitation and a guide rather than an indictment. 

Included in this invitation is an opportunity for reflection. Neither the sheep nor the goats 
realize how their actions have or have not been faithful. In this way the story gives us a 
simple gift by which to measure our path in faith and reflect on the ways we spend our 
days. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-9   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  1 Corinthians 1:3-9   Mark 13:24-37 


