
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Christ the King, November 21, 2021 

Service at  8:30 and 11am 
  

Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set things right. He 
would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given 

dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king.  
His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. 

We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
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Gathering 
Prelude 

“We Gather Together", arranged by James Pethel  
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #416 
All sing. 
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Hymn of Praise  
All sing.. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign 

forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be 
united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 
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The Word 

Reception of New Members (11 am service) 
 
 
Children’s Message 

Reading: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were experiencing would 
never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One who is judge will call all nations to account and will give 
dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah. 

As I watched, 
thrones were set in place, 
and an Ancient One took his throne, 
his clothing was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames, 
and its wheels were burning fire. 
A stream of fire issued 
and flowed out from his presence. 
A thousand thousands served him, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. 
The court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened. 
As I watched in the night visions,  
I saw one like a human being 
coming with the clouds of heaven. 
And he came to the Ancient One 
and was presented before him. 
To him was given dominion 
and glory and kingship, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
that shall not pass away, 
and his kingship is one 
that shall never be destroyed. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Lord is king, robed in majesty;  
the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength. 

 

The Lord has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved. 

 

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; 
you are from everlasting.  

 

The waters have lifted up, O Lord,  
the waters have lifted up their voice; 
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 

 

Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, 
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high. 

 

Your testimonies are very sure, 
and holiness befits your house, O Lord, forever and forevermore.  

Psalm 93 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

Sermon 
“A Different Kind of King” 
Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: John 18:33-37 
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through force or with love. 

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus 
answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, 
“My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to 
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, 
“So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

  
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 

Reading: Revelation 1:4b-8 
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as 
the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly await. 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who 
are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth.  
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving 
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn  #431 
All sing. 
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Nicene Creed    
  Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
Congregation Your mercy is great.  
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 
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Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  
 Congregation  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.  Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Special Music 
 

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” Irish traditional melody arr. John Rutter   



10  

 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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Hymn  #838 
All sing. 
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Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

 
Dismissal  

Pastor                  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Congregation      Thanks be to God. 

 

When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

Post-Communion Prayer 
Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen 

 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 

What Kind of Kingdom? 

Some have interpreted Jesus’ statement “My kingdom is not from this world” (John 18:36) to mean that Jesus prom-
ises good things only in some distant future, as if we need not worry about justice or poverty in this life. However, 
in his actions and teachings throughout his life, Jesus clearly cared very much about the here and now of this world.  

In the Lord’s prayer, we say, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.” We are praying for 
God’s will in this world, the only home and society we know. But what does it look like for God’s will to be done 
on earth? 

Jesus disappointed his followers, who expected a revolutionary leader. In generation after generation, revolutions 
come and go. Those who were on the bottom get to be on the top for a spell. Inevitably, we have the same old con-
centration of power in high places, insiders versus outsiders, the haves and the have-nots. The names and titles 
change, but the system does not. 

By the typical standards of a political revolution, Jesus’ execution meant he was a total failure. But he embodied a 
different kind of power, testifying to a truth larger and deeper and ultimately stronger than any revolution. In his 
crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus jammed up the whole system that keeps cycling back around to perpetuate      
violence, retribution, inequality, and exclusion. 

Through Jesus, the kingdom of God breaks in amid the old kingdoms that rise and fall, bringing a new reign of love, 
forgiveness, and peace. As a beloved community that longs to break free from old cycles of worldly power, we con-
tinue to pray for God’s kingdom to come, for renewal that is deeper and more lasting than any political movement. 
And we continue to work for a world where all of God’s children and God’s creation are treated with respect,     
justice, and love. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Settings 3 and 6 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16   Psalm 25:1-10   1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  Luke 21:25-36 
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