
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Christ the King, November 20, 2022 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

Gathering 
 
Prelude  "We Gather Together" - arr. James Pethel   
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn ELW #855 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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The Word 

Please sit. 

Children’s Message  

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship 

you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, 
and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Psalm 46 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Today’s reading builds on the common ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers 
have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, the Lord will raise up a new and righteous 
shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have 
driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I 
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to 
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they 
shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king 
and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will 
live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
  
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
 a very present | help in trouble. 
 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 though its waters | rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
 the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
 God shall help it at the | break of day. 
 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 Come now, regard the works | of the Lord, 
 what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand. 

Reading: Colossians 1:11-20 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was present at 
creation and is eternally reigning with God. 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure 
everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For 
in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 23:33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah 
and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his 
own death into God’s hands. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and 
one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”  And they cast lots 
to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let 
him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 
him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, 
“This is the King of the Jews.” 
 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself 
and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, 
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
A Different Kind of King 
Pastor Josh Wullenweber 
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Hymn of the Day #431 
All stand and sing. 
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Nicene Creed    
  Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Offertory   
    

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” Irish traditional melody arr. John Rutter   

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Pastor  Lord in your mercy.  Congregation  Receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering plates are found at the 
front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship space.  Please 
give as you are able.   

Psalmody, Readings and Canticles 
From the Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen 

Cantor sings. 

All sing. 

All sing. 
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Cantor sings. 

All sing. 



10  
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Cantor sings. 

All sing. 
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All sing. 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.   
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.   
Nourish us with these gifts that we may be for the world  
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Invitation to Commune 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn #260 
All sing. 



14  

 

The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 

Post-Communion Canticle #207 
Please stand and sing. 
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Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace, serve all those in need.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude     Postlude on "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name" - arr. Jason D. Payne 

  

Sending Hymn #807 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 
 
 
 
 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5   Psalm 122   Romans 13:11-14   Matthew 24:36-44 

The Cross as Hinge 

We end the church year in an unconventional fashion: at the cross. Today’s gospel seems a 
strange capstone to the liturgical calendar, and that is intentional. This is because Christ the 
King Sunday is not a capstone at all, but rather a hinge that opens into the new year. We end at 
the cross because that is where we see most fully the great, culminating example of where 
God is willing to go to show love for humanity. We end at the cross because in the crucifixion 
we see Christ’s enthronement as the one that nothing, not even death, can destroy. 

Christ’s kingship lies not in his exultation in glory but in his being raised upon the instrument 
of death from which God causes life to spring. The cross of Christ is the tree of life. But this 
life is hidden in what appears to be anything but life. Christ is not king because he conquers 
all in self-preserving might and force but because he conquers all in self-giving grace, and in 
doing so, he proves that he cannot be conquered even by violence. 

Now we stand ready to step again onto Advent soil, where new life, hope, and possibility are 
germinating. We must remember, as we prepare to hear once again in the story of Jesus’ birth 
and life, that God’s glory is not found in power and might but in humility and sacrifice, in one 
willing to give his life for his friends, his enemies, and the criminal hanging beside him. That 
is the kingdom of God: that place where the friend, the enemy, and even the one rightly con-
demned receive the grace and forgiveness of Christ. For that, we praise Christ as king! 


