
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost, November 16, 2025 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am 
  

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized 
know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The 

baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
   Aria in F Major - G.F. Handel   
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 

 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies, #553  
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Glory to God 
Congregation sings the refrain and cantor sings the verse. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.  Congregation sings refrain. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.  Congregation sings refrain. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 

All sing.  

Cantor 

Cantor 

Cantor 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray.  
 O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 

Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through 
what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

The Word 

Reading:  Isaiah 65:17-25 
Addressing the exiles who had returned to Jerusalem from Babylon, the prophet proclaims a vision of a future time of 
peace and prosperity. Though the returned exiles are experiencing hard times, God is about to do a new thing. 

 

 17 For I am about to create new heavens 
  and a new earth; 
 the former things shall not be remembered 
  or come to mind. 
 18 But be glad and rejoice forever 
  in what I am creating, 
 for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy 
  and its people as a delight. 
 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
  and delight in my people; 
 no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it 
  or the cry of distress. 
 20 No more shall there be in it 
  an infant who lives but a few days 
  or an old person who does not live out a lifetime, 
 for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
  and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
  they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
 22 They shall not build and another inhabit; 
  they shall not plant and another eat, 
 for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
  and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
 23 They shall not labor in vain 
  or bear children for calamity, 
 for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
  and their descendants as well. 
 24 Before they call I will answer, 
  while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; 
  the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
  but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
 They shall not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain, 
 says the Lord. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.      
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to 
work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if 
they want to eat, they need to work. 

 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or 
sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how 
you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s bread without 
paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. 9 This was not 
because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we 
gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are living 
irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is 
right. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 98 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 1 Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done | marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
 2 O Lord, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 
 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 4 Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  
 
 5 Sing to the Lord | with the harp, 
  with the harp and the | voice of song. 
 6 With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
  shout with joy before the 

|
 king, the Lord. 

 
 7 Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 8 Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to | judge the earth. 
 
 9 The Lord will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peo- | ples with equity.  
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Sermon 
Planting Trees 

Pastor Sharon Core 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, believers will 
draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to testify and to endure without 
fear. 

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, 
[Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will 
be thrown down.” 
 
  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” 8 And he 
said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ 
Do not go after them. 
  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take place first, but the end will 
not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 
there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great 
signs from heaven. 
  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and 
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity 
to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom 
that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and 
siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my 
name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
  
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less #596  
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your 
financial gifts.  
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 

Offertory 
“All Things New” by Elaine Hagenberg  

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace,   
Congregation  hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Temple Talk 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Asst. Min. Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be offered by intinction. 
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements, a separate tray is available.  

Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Invitation to Commune 
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Communion Hymn: Lead Me, Guide Me #768  
All sing. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation Amen. 
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Sending Hymn:  Crown Him with Many Crowns #855  
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Vernon Henkel, brother of Joyce Clarke. 

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  

Hearing help available: We have personal hearing 
amplification units available for your use. Please 
speak with the person at the sound board.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services: 
8:30 and 11 am for traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jeremiah 23:1-6  Psalm 46   Colossians  1:11-20  Luke 23:33-43 

Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Congregation       Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude    

8:30 Service: "Almighty” by Wayne Watson, arranged by Kevin McChesney  
Bell Choir 

11:00 Service: Trumpet Fanfare in C Major - Paul Fey 

Honoring Creators of Justice 

This week’s gospel reading is a part of an apocalyptic speech Jesus gives in the temple. Jesus’ talk of war can be 
alarming to our ears. We want to hear him speak about peace and love and mercy. However, there is much in this world 
that is scary and violent. Jesus would not be doing his pastoral due diligence if he did not talk about these things. Jesus 
reminds us that, yes, things are going to get bad. But he calls us to cling to our faith and respond to God’s charge that we 
love and serve our neighbor. And by this, he assures us, we bring about the kingdom. 

November 11 is honored as Veterans Day in the United States and Remembrance Day in Canada. Originally it was 
called Armistice Day to commemorate the ending of World War I and the signing of a ceasefire. It signaled the end of 
the violence. 

An “armistice” is an agreement to stop fighting, to bring about peace. But as Martin Luther King Jr. famously observed, 
“Peace is not the absence of conflict but the presence of justice.” Jesus tells us that violence will happen, but our calling 
as baptized Christians is to live in the promise of his grace and to go out into the world to be creators of justice and 
peace. 

This week, as we honor and remember those who have served and experienced the violence Jesus speaks of, we must 
heed Jesus’ pastoral words of hope: “Do not be afraid.” In the midst of chaos and fear, Jesus gives us his strength and the 
wisdom to follow him. Blessed are all who work toward armistice in service of peace and justice. 


