
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

November 15, 2020 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 90 

Pastor Lord, you have been our refuge. 
People From one generation to another. 
 
Pastor Before the mountains were brought forth. 
People Or the land and the earth were born. 
 
Pastor From age to age you are our God. 
People For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday. 
 
Pastor Teach us to number our days. 
People That we may apply our hearts to wisdom.  
 Amen.  Alleluia. 
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Gathering Song 
Cantor sings.   
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you 

give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and 
prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

All Amen.  
 
Children's Message 

 
Song of Praise 

Cantor sings.   

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of the Lord as 
one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details 
taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the Lord. 
 

 7Be silent before the Lord God! 
  For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
 the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
  he has consecrated his guests. 
 
 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
  and I will punish the people 
 who rest complacently on their dregs, 
  those who say in their hearts, 
 “The Lord will not do good, 
  nor will he do harm.” 
 13Their wealth shall be plundered, 
  and their houses laid waste. 
 Though they build houses, 
  they shall not inhabit them; 
 though they plant vineyards, 
  they shall not drink wine from them. 
 
 14The great day of the Lord is near, 
  near and hastening fast; 
 the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
  the warrior cries aloud there. 
 15That day will be a day of wrath, 
  a day of distress and anguish, 
 a day of ruin and devastation, 
  a day of darkness and gloom, 
 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
  16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
 against the fortified cities 
  and against the lofty battlements. 
 
 17I will bring such distress upon people 
  that they shall walk like the blind; 
  because they have sinned against the Lord, 
 their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
  and their flesh like dung. 
 18Neither their silver nor their gold 
  will be able to save them 
  on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
 in the fire of his passion 
  the whole earth shall be consumed; 
 for a full, a terrible end 
  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.       
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. 

Pastor  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?   
All     You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in 
the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need 
to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not 
in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of 
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let 
us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who 
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, 
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath 
but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so 
that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage 
one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Children of the Light 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to 
maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts 
that God has provided them. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 
traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the 
one talent went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. 19After a long 
time the master of those 
slaves came and settled 
accounts with them. 20Then 
the one who had received the 
five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed 
over to me five talents; see, I 
have made five more talents.’ 
21His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And 
the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed 
over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, 
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, 
and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own 
with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Song 
Cantor sings.   
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Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Vicar Lord, in your mercy,  
All  hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Vicar  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

 

Song 

“Draw Me Close” by Kelly Carpenter  

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  
 all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord  Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 

blessing.  You are an important part of our faith community. 
 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping 
six feet apart.  Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape 

juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.   
 

Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those 
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are 
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others.  We ask that you not gather in the 

Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 
 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the 
videos. 
Pastor           Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
All          Thanks be to God.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given by Elizabeth and Jim Pleasant to the glory of God,  

and in memory of Georgianne Pleasant. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

A Significant Trust 

On one level we can read the parable of the talents and see a simple lesson: A 
property owner entrusts property to his workers and goes away. The workers re-
spond in different ways to this trust, and he responds to them in different ways 
upon his return. The third is paralyzed by fear. We ought not fear putting the gifts 
God has given us to work for good in our world. 

There is another depth to this story found in the property entrusted to the work-
ers: One is given five talents, the second two talents, and the third only one talent. 
We are told this is according to their ability. How much was a talent? In our cul-
ture, where we have coins and bills for our currency, this last worker seems to be 
entrusted with pocket change. A talent, however, was not a denomination of cur-
rency in the way we might understand. A talent was more than fifteen years’ wag-
es for a laborer. Fifteen years! 

For illustration purposes, let us assume a laborer today makes $10 an hour. If a 
person works forty hours per week with two weeks of vacation, a year’s wages 
would be $20,000. Fifteen years of wages would be $300,000. This would be one 
talent. Two talents would be $600,000; five would be $1,500,000. 

Why all this math? What we see in the value of the talents are significant amounts 
of property entrusted to the workers—even the one with the least ability. What is 
beautiful in this story is the trust the property owner has in his workers. His dis-
appointment with the third shows the trust to be sincere. What if this one had 
trusted himself as much as the property owner did? 

Psalm 139 tells us we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” Perhaps this parable 
is an invitation for us to believe in ourselves as much as God believes in us, and 
thus experience the joy our loving Creator already has for us. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24   Psalm 95:1-7a   Ephesians 1:15-23   Matthew 25:31-46 


