Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

24th Sunday after Pentecost, November 12, 2023
The Service at 8:30 and 11:00 am

PRELUDE

GATHERING

Aria No. 2 - Paul Fey

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy,

loved us even when we were dead in sin,

and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN: LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE #490

We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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I Let all mor -tal flesh keep si - lence,and with fear and trem - bling stand;
2 King of kings,yet born of Mar-y, as of old on earth he stood,
3 Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on the way;
4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep-less eye,
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pon -der noth-ing ecarth-ly - mind-ed, for with bless-ing in  his hand
Lord of lords in hu-man ves-ture, in the bod - y and the blood,
as the Light of light, de - scend-ing from the realms of end - less day,
veil their fac - es to the pres-ence, as with cease-less voice they cry:
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Christ our God to earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to  de - mand.
he will give to all the faith - ful his own self for heav’n-ly  food.
comes, the pow’rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-nessclears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-ia! Al-le-lu - ia! Al - le - Iu - ia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 18291885, alt.
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation And also with you.



HyMN OF PRAISE
All sing.

Refrain
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Glo-ry to God,

glo-ry to God,

glo-ty to God in the high - est;
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ty to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-try to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Congregation Amen.
Please sit.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



THE WORD

Reading: Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos people thought that the day of the Lord would be a time of great victory, but Amos announced that
it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The Lord demands justice and
righteousness in the community.

Alas for you who desire the day of the LorD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
Is not the day of the LorDp darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
Psalm 70
Congregation sings words in bold.
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Be pleased, O God to de- ! liver me;
O Lorp, make ' haste to help me.
Let those who seek my life be put to shame ! and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat ! over me
turn back because ! of their shame.
Let all who seek you rejoice and be ! glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great 'is the LorD!”
But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me qulck 'ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lorp, ' do not tarry.

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when
Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into
everlasting life with Christ.

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand and sing.
— ——
A\av — | i i | [ _J— —) i 1
J T —f g T m—f
Al-le -1lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
N u —
pR e~ I B R R—
i | f i i { i 9 4 (2]
i — — i ®
J 4 '
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

The Gospel is announced.
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Congregation  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps
are going out.” But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers
and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.” But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour.”

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The Foolish Bridesmaids
Pastor Sandy Kessinger
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HyMN OF THE DAY: REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS #244
Please stand and sing.

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun -tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu -ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed  sphere.
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The bride-groom is a - rs - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.

A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see

o Ce e s8¢
o ; ';—; E e
()l. ) | | y
e j_j = 3 ii_j = 2z

Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
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Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG Swedish folk tune

The 8:30 service continues on page 10.
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+ The Baptism of Isaac Ahmed Kurtom +
Parents: Rebecca and Ahmed Kurtom

Sponsors: Malcolm and Joy DeCruise, Jim and Lauran Stirrett, and Sawsan Kurtom

Pastor

Sponsors
Pastor
Parents

Pastor

Parents
Pastor
Sponsors

Pastor
Congregation

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the
Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ.

Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the
will of God.

We present Isaac Ahmed for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God,
do you desire Isaac Ahmed to be baptized into Christ?
We do.

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
To live with him among God’s faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that he may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Isaac Ahmed in the Christian faith as you are empowered by

God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Isaac Ahmed and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
We do.



Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
We renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of
sin and death and raise us up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living
Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

Amen.

Isaac Ahmed Kurtom,
I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Isaac Ahmed with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy
in your presence.

Amen.

Isaac Ahmed, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the Cross of Christ forever.

Lighting the baptismal candle.

Pastor

Pastor
Congregation

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share.
Join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

The 11:00 service continues on page 10 with Prayers.



APOSTLES' CREED
Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:

Pastor Hear us, O God.
Congregation Your mercy is great.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please give as you are able.
We appreciate those who give in-person and those who give electronically.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.

OFFERTORY
“Fairest Lord Jesus” Anonymous German Hymn arranged by Mark Hayes
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CoOME 1O THE TABLE

OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

As the Grains of Wheat
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all the ends of earth be  gath-ered in - to one in you.
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Pastor Let us pray.
Congregation Blessed are you, O God,

maker of all things.

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.

Use us, and what we have gathered,

in feeding the world with your love,

through the one who gave himself for us,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please stand.

Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the witness of your saints

you show us the hope of our calling,

and strengthen us to run the race set before us,

that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory.
And so, with all the saints,

with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Congregation Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.
Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
You are an important part of our faith community.
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CommuNION HYMN: WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER #785
All sing.

When Peace, like a River
It Is Well with My Soul
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taught me to say, it is  well, it is  well with my soul.

help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de -scend; e - ven SO it 1s well  with my soul.
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Itis  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

It is  well with my soul,
o eF e re e o

Nby o (- Sel” o 1o . P

Cana 'py'b | i FF — —— F&

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828—1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

Please stand.
Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
Congregation  Amen.
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PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

Pastor

Congregation

BLESSING
Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Let us pray.

God of abundance,

with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ,

making us one with all your people.

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim

your redeeming love to the world

and continue forever in the risen life

of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

THE SENDING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace *F bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES #888
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies

Christ’s love.

All sing.

DISMISSAL
Pastor

Congregation

POSTLUDE
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=" Y Y _._ _._ /—\
C\l:l e Py Py e e B
& o e F — i ®
y r | v | | | r r N>
0 |
" A ) ) ) I
b I I I b I
W

]

n

for pur - ple moun-tain maj - es - ties

a - bove

the fruit-ed

—rrr

plain:

who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life:
cit - ies gleam, un - dimmed by hu-man tears:

thine al - a - bas - ter

L.,

!%ayi 1

A - mer - i-ca!

A - mer - 1-ca! God

/’\~
S e o S E S
ESmsss -
- b L — !
V4N j / # | | d

- S~

shed his grace on thee,
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing sea.
till  all suc-cess be  no - ble-ness, and ev-ry gain di - vine.
con - firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er -ty in law.
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Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
Music: MATERNA, Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Kingsfold Trumpet - Alfred Fedak
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101

Child 1 i hip.
HAren ate welcome i ot worship Hearing help available: We have for your

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 use, personal hearing amplification units

Email: Church@redeemermeclean.org avalla}ble in the narthex. Please refer
questions or comments to an usher.

Redeemer’s Sunday worship schedule is:
8:30 and 11 am - Traditional Services 9:45 am - Contemporary Service

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Matthew 25:14-30

Enough and Never Enough

Both the harsh words of the prophet Amos and the parable of the bridesmaids are scenes of anger—
not pointless, misdirected frustration, but a prophetic call for change, a passionate plea that we redirect
our focus. Sometimes, Amos says, anger is a result of not being heard. And sometimes, Jesus says,
anger comes from fear of not being enough, not having enough, not doing enough. But being a child
of God comes as a gift from God, who has poured out God’s justice and righteousness on us in
abundance so that we may care about those who are lacking.

What good is worship, Amos asks, if it doesn’t change your lives—or that of your neighbors? What
good is worship if it does not spur us to make justice happen for our siblings? The anger we encounter
in Amos is of the righteous kind, the kind intended to call us to action.

In contrast, the anger expressed in the parable of the bridesmaids is that born of fear. Who ever said
that the bridegroom would not admit maidens who ran out of 0il? Both the bridesmaids described as
wise and those described as foolish are angry because of fear of missing out. Jesus is the light of the
world, and so are you, he says (John 8:12; Matthew 5:14). But when your light grows dim and tired,
exhausted and weary, and you cannot see the road ahead, his light will guide the way.

How different this parable might be if the bridesmaids with oil had shared their oil. If you are not
ready, they might have said, let us show you how to be prepared. What good is the kingdom of heaven
if we have not lived our lives in such a way as to light the pathway for others? What good is worship
if we leave the building unmoved by the cries for justice all around us?

The flowers are given to the glory of God and
by Natasha Dillaman in memory of her grandparents.

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book.
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