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Liturgical Notes  

The Creed is understood as a response to the proclamation of the Word of God (sermon). 

The Nicene Creed is associated with the celebration of Holy Communion. 

With the increased frequency of the celebration of the sacrament a change took place: 

The Nicene Creed is now used for the festival Sundays. 

The Apostles’ Creed is used on the Sundays for which the color is green and for baptisms. 

 

Following the original Greek text, the Nicene Creed uses the plural pronoun. 

It is a confession of the faith of the church to which the individual adheres. 

The Apostles’ Creed originated as a personal confession of faith made at baptism. 

It emphasizes the importance of the personal commitment. 

 

The Creed does not need to be said every Sunday because the Eucharistic Prayer is confessional 

in nature and affirms what is said in the creeds (ELW – Page 108 to 111). 

 

On festival days the Nicene Creed may be chanted to traditional tunes (ELW – Page 337 to 338). 

Hymn #411 is a sung version of the Nicene Creed. 

 

Background 

Arius was a pastor during the time of Bishop Alexander. 

Arian Controversy – Jesus is distinct from the Father and therefore subordinate to the Father. 

 

The Nicene Creed got its name as a result of being established at the Council of Nicaea (325). 

The Creed affirmed the divinity of the Son.   

The first version ended with – We believe in the Holy Spirit. 

 

It was amended at the First Council of Constantinople (381). 

The 381 version speaks of the Holy Spirit as worshipped and glorified with the Father and Son. 

 

Last page is the creed from the Council of Nicaea compared with the Council of Constantinople. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed – First Article (ELW – Page 105) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Nicene Creed – First Article (ELW – Page 104) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 

 

 



Who is the Son in relationship to the Father? 

 

Apostles’ Creed – Second Article  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 

Nicene Creed – Second Article  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. 

 

What details were important to name from the time of Christ’s birth to his death? 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  (The Creed confesses that Jesus 

really died.  Through his death he conquered death and the devil.  The crucified Christ went 

down to the realm of the dead.)   

 

Nicene Creed  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary and became human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried.   

 

What took place after his death? 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Nicene Creed  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed – Third Article  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen  

 

Nicene Creed – Second Article  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen  



Readings for July 16, 2017 

Isaiah 55:10-13  

Rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return until they have watered the earth. 

It springs forth and sprouts – giving seed for the one who sows and bread to the one who eats. 

The word of God that goes out of our mouths shall not return empty.  

It shall successfully accomplish the purpose God set for it. 

We shall go out in joy and be led back in peace. 

 

The mountains and the hills will burst into song. 

All the trees of the field will clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress. 

Instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle. 

It will be a memorial to the Lord and an everlasting sign that will not be cut off. 

 

Reflection – 

1) All of creation participates in the work of God. 

2) God accomplishes his purpose through us. 

3) The work of God is transformational. 

 

Psalm 65:9-13 

The earth is enriched and blessed by water.   

The river of God is full of water and provides people with grain. 

The pastures of the wilderness overflow.  The hills gird themselves with joy. 

The meadows clothe themselves with flocks.  The valleys deck themselves with grain. 

All shout and sing together for joy. 

 

Reflection – 

1) All of creation rejoices with the overabundance of water. 

2) One of the purposes of creation is to water the earth to provide us with food. 

3) We use water to baptize.  In baptism our lives are enriched and provide us with salvation. 

 

Romans 8:1-11 

Those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh. 

To set the mind on the flesh is death.  The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God.   

It does not submit to the law of God. 

Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 

For those who are in Christ Jesus there is no condemnation. 

The law of the Spirit has set us free from the law of sin and of death. 

God sent his Son to deal with sin. 

We walk according to the Spirit. 

When we set our minds on the Spirit there is life and peace. 

 

We are in the Spirit since the Spirit of God dwells in us. 

Christ is in us (even though the body is dead because of sin) and the Spirit gives life. 

It is the Spirit of God (who raised Jesus from the dead) that dwells in us. 



Reflection – 

1) We learn the role of Christ (God sent his Son to deal with sin). 
2) We learn the relationship between the Spirit and the Son (both dwell in us as one). 
3) God gives life to our mortal bodies through his Spirit (resurrection of the body). 

 

Matthew 13:1-9 and 19-23 

A sower went out to sow.   

The seeds that fell on the path were eaten by the birds. 

The seeds that fell on rocky ground did not have much soil (shallow roots) so withered away. 

The seeds that fell among thorns were choked. 

The seeds that fell on good soil brought forth grain by the thirties, sixties, and hundreds. 

Let anyone with ears listen! 

 

We hear the word of God but do not understand it → evil one snatches away what is in our hearts 

We hear the word of God and immediately find joy → no root so immediately falls away 

We hear the word of God but we are lured by the world and wealth → the word yields nothing  

We hear the word of God and understand it → bears fruit and yields by the 30s, 60s, 100s 

 

Reflection – 

1) The sower tosses out the seeds but does not stay to see the growth.  Others will come. 

2) What constitutes good soil? 

3) Nothing in the parable implies that a sower will only pass this path only once. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Bible Study on July 19 – Athanasian Creed and Study of the Lessons for July 23 

 

Next Bible Study Series – 

 

1) Wednesday morning – 8 am to 9 am  

 Starts September 6 (Continual class) 

 An Overview of the Bible  

  

2) Wednesday evening – 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm  

September 6 through October 11 

The Gospel of Matthew  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



First Council of Nicaea (325) First Council of Constantinople (381) 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

begotten of the Father [the only-begotten; that 

is, of the essence of the Father, God of God,] 

Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the 

Father; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 

worlds (æons), Light of Light, very God of very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father; 

By whom all things were made [both in heaven 

and on earth]; 
by whom all things were made; 

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came 

down and was incarnate and was made man; 

who for us men, and for our salvation, came 

down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 

Holy Ghost and of the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man; 

He suffered, and the third day he rose again, 

ascended into heaven; 

he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, 

and suffered, and was buried, and the third day 

he rose again, according to the Scriptures, and 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of the Father; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 

from thence he shall come again, with glory, to 

judge the quick and the dead. ; 

 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And in the Holy Ghost. 

And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of 

life, who proceedeth from the Father, who with 

the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spake by the prophets. 

 

In one holy catholic and apostolic Church; we 

acknowledge one baptism for the remission of 

sins; we look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

[But those who say: 'There was a time when he 

was not;' and 'He was not before he was made;' 

and 'He was made out of nothing,' or 'He is of 

another substance' or 'essence,' or 'The Son of 

God is created,' or 'changeable,' or 'alterable'— 

they are condemned by the holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.] 
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