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Author  

Nahum 1:1 – This is the vision of Nahum whose name means comfort 

The name is related to the name Nehemiah which means the Lord comforts 

The fall of Nineveh (theme of this book) will bring comfort to Judah 

The only thing we know about the author is his hometown of Elkosh 

 

Date 
Nahum 3:8-10 – Speaks of the fall of Thebes (663 B.C.) as a past event 

The fall of Nineveh took place in 612 B.C. 

So the book was written between 663 and 612 

This places him during the reign of Josiah (king of Judah from 641-609 B.C.) 

A contemporary of Zephaniah and Jeremiah 

 

Background 

Assyria (represented by Nineveh) destroyed Samaria in 722-721 B.C. 

That resulted in the captivity of the northern kingdom of Israel and posed a threat to Judah 
 

The Assyrians were brutally cruel 

Their kings gloated over the gruesome punishments inflicted on the conquered people 

They conducted their wars with viciousness 

They uprooted whole populations and deported them to other parts of the empire 

The leaders of conquered cities were tortured and mutilated before being executed (3:3) 
 

Around 700 B.C. King Sennacherib made Nineveh the capital of the Assyrian empire 

Jonah had announced its destruction in Jonah 3:4 but the people made a show of repentance  

Not long after, Nineveh reverted to its extreme wickedness 

Brutality reached its peak under Ashurbanipal (669-627) the last great ruler of Assyrian empire 

After his death, Assyria’s influence and power waned rapidly 

And then in 612 Nineveh was overthrown  

 

Recipient of Nahum 

Some words are addressed to Judah but most are addressed to Nineveh or its king 

Book was meant for Israelite readers living in Judah 

 

Theological Themes 

The Lord’s judgment on Nineveh for her oppression, cruelty, idolatry, and wickedness 

God is not only slow to anger (1:3) and a refuge (1:7) but … 

also one who will not leave the guilty unpunished  

the righteousness of God will ultimately triumph 

kingdoms built on wickedness and tyranny must eventually fall, as Assyria did 
 

Nahum also announces the universal sovereignty of God and God controls our destiny 

The book ends with the destruction of the city 

 

 



From Faith Alone edited by James Galvin (devotions based on writings of Martin Luther): 

September 5 – Today, some people want to de-emphasize God’s commands.  They think that 

people should be treated only with love and tolerance and should not be frightened by 

examples of God’s anger.  Paul says quite the opposite.  In the letter to the Corinthians, he 

tells many stories about God’s anger against sinners.  Then he states, Now these things 

occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did (1 

Corinthians 10:6). 
 

Arrogant and stubborn people despise the Word of God and laugh at well-intentioned words 

of caution.  They feel so good about themselves that whenever anyone tells them about the 

extent of God’s mercy and grace, it only leaves them worse off than they were before.  This 

is what happens when people try to get rid of God’s commands. 

 

Nahum 1 – The God of Judgment 

We cannot have a world of justice without judgment 

Nahum reminds us that God is indeed just  

God is angry toward a city full of evil 

Nahum does not give a warning but a hopeless prognosis – inevitable judgment 

 

Verses 2-6  The power of God over all creation  

Verses 7-8  God speaks to Judah 

Verses 9-14  The charges against Nineveh 

   Message – to plot against God is dangerous 

Verse 15  Joy of Judah is described 

 

Nahum 2 – The Approach of Judgment 

Nahum writes of a catastrophe soon to befall Nineveh 

The enemy is someone who shatters  

Nahum imagines the army rushing through the streets outside the main wall  

The palace will fall in the center of the city 

This is not a long siege but a sudden attack that penetrates the defenses of the city 

Nineveh is described like a ruptured reservoir whose waters stream unchecked 

 

Verses 1-10  Describes a besieged city 

Verses 11-13  Nineveh’s desolation is contrasted with her former glory 

   Nineveh had many lion sculptures and that image is turned against them 

 

Nahum 3 – The Aftermath of Judgment 

After the tragedy strikes then the shock sets in  

The victims become disoriented as they attempt to cope 

The question is pondered – Could this have been avoided? 

This chapter is a sorrowful survey of the city of blood 

 

 

 

 

 



Verses 1-3   A last view of the dying city 

   The sins of Nineveh are no match for the anger of God  

Verses 4-7  Images of the public degradation of a prostitute 

Verses 8-11  Are you better than Thebes? 

   In 663 B.C. the Assyrian army ravaged and plundered Thebes (Egypt) 

   It is now Nineveh’s turn to suffer what it once inflicted 
 

   Nahum does not want to change their behavior 

   Nahum is convicting Nineveh of its crimes 

   He confronts them with the inevitability of retribution  
 

Verses 12-18  God address the city (12-17) and also the king (18-19) 

   Nineveh is literally defenseless and its fall is inevitable 

   God charges the king with failure to protect its people 

 

Bible Study for Wednesday, September 14 

Habakkuk 


