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SIX MINOR PROPHETS 

NAHUM, HABAKKUK, ZEPHANIAH 

HAGGAI, ZECHARIAH, MALACHI 

 

Answers to the Questions (Lesson 22)  

Found on Page 115-120 

 

Page 115:  The penalty of sin is death.  At the moment that Adam and Eve sinned, death entered 

the world.  God revealed that disobedience would bring punishment.  No one was immune.  In 

Leviticus, the sacrificial system was formally instituted, where the death of an animal could be 

substituted for the death of the individual.  In his mercy, God provided a way for guilt to be 

temporarily atoned for and fellowship to be restored.  It is a foreshadowing of the future sacrifice 

of Christ, the perfect lamb who was without blemish. 

 

God established a covenant with his people.  God expected compliance.  God did not permit 

variance from his commands.  Even in the midst of judgment we are constantly reminded that 

God did not forget his promise of redemption.  Through Christ the penalty of sin would be paid 

and the power of sin would be broken.  A new covenant would be established in the hearts of all 

people.  The Messiah would come and complete the promise of God that his kingdom would rule 

forever.   

 

Page 116: At the beginning of this period, both the Northern and Southern kingdoms were 

enjoying great prosperity, were politically secure and spiritually self-righteous.  Over time they 

became more involved in idol worship and luxurious living.  They were immoral and oppressed 

the poor.  After the death of Jeroboam II (king of Israel) the Northern kingdom experienced 

political chaos with six kings reigning within twenty-five years, four of whom were assassinated 

(in the midst of their reigns) by their successors.   

 

Hosea: Israel had committed adultery with foreign gods and God would drive her away to 

persuade her to repent.  Exile lied in Israel’s future.  But in Chapter 3, God commanded Hosea to 

take his wife back.  The love of God was never more evident.  Israel had continually left God to 

serve idols and yet the love of God never fails.  Even his punishments are intended to encourage 

restoration.   

 

Page 117: Yet even now (says the Lord) return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 

weeping and with mourning.  Rend your hearts and not your clothing.  Return to the Lord your 

God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relents 

from punishing.  Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind 

him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God? 

 

Amos: The people oppressed the poor and deprived them of justice.  The people took bribes and 

became complacent.  Yet they defended and excused themselves on the grounds that they were 

God’s chosen people (God was their safety net). 



Page 118: From Obadiah 3-4: Your proud heart has deceived you, you that live in the clefts of 

the rock and whose dwelling is in the heights.  You say in your heart – Who will bring me down 

to the ground?  Though you soar aloft like the eagle, though your nest is set among the stars, 

from there I will bring you down, says the Lord.  Obadiah 15b: As you have done, it shall be 

done to you.  Your deeds shall return on your own head. 

 

Obadiah: He states in verse 18 that there will be no survivors from the house of Esau.  Edom 

ceased to be a nation in 150 BCE.  After the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD the Edomites 

disappeared from history.  The same fate is in store for the forces of evil.  This is the final 

outcome of history. 

 

Page 119: Jonah knows from the other prophets that Assyria one day will destroy Israel and yet 

God wants to show compassion on Israel’s greatest enemy.  When Jonah is finally compelled to 

go to Nineveh (having changed his mind by a three-day ordeal inside a fish) he tells the people of 

God’s coming judgment.  The people of the city repent.  Jonah is angry, thinking that Israel has 

lost her favored position with God. 

 

Page 120: When we get to the New Testament, God establishes a new covenant with Israel 

through the atoning work of Jesus Christ.  It is the remnant (those who embrace and obey this 

new covenant) who become heirs to the promise.  This remnant becomes the embodiment of all 

Israel – the church of Jesus Christ.   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Nahum (663-612 BCE)  

  His name means comfort. 

  The name is related to the name Nehemiah – 

  which means the Lord comforts. 

 

  The only thing we know is his hometown of Elkosh. 

  Elkosh is a city in northern Israel (near Lebanon). 

  He is a contemporary of Jeremiah and Zephaniah.   

 

 

 

The theme of this book is the anticipation of the fall of Nineveh (the capital of Assyria). 

Nahum portrays the Lord’s coming as a storm. 

The Lord will rescue the faithful and bring comfort to Judah. 

 

Background 

Assyria destroyed Samaria in 722-721 BCE. 

That resulted in the captivity of the northern kingdom of Israel and posed a threat to Judah. 

The Assyrians were brutally cruel and they conducted their wars with viciousness. 

Their kings gloated over the gruesome punishments inflicted on the conquered people. 

They uprooted whole populations and deported them to other parts of the empire. 

The leaders of conquered cities were tortured and mutilated before being executed (3:3). 



Around 700 B.C. King Sennacherib made Nineveh the capital of the Assyrian empire. 

Brutality reached its peak under Ashurbanipal (669-627) the last great ruler of Assyrian empire. 

After his death, Assyria’s influence and power waned rapidly. 

And then in 612 Nineveh was overthrown.  

 

The God of Judgment 

The Lord’s judgment was on Nineveh for her oppression, cruelty, idolatry, and wickedness. 

God is not only slow to anger (1:3) and a refuge (1:7) but … 

also one who will not leave the guilty unpunished  

the righteousness of God will ultimately triumph 

kingdoms built on wickedness and tyranny must eventually fall (as Assyria did) 
 

We cannot have a world of justice without judgment. 

Nahum reminds us that God is indeed just and shows his anger towards a city full of evil. 

Nahum does not give a warning but a hopeless prognosis – inevitable judgment. 

Nahum writes of a catastrophe soon to befall Nineveh. 

Nahum imagines the army rushing through the streets outside the main wall.  

This is not a long siege but a sudden attack that penetrates the defenses of the city. 

 

After the tragedy strikes then the shock sets in.  

The victims become disoriented as they attempt to cope. 

The question is pondered – Could this have been avoided? 

 

 
 

Habakkuk (612-605 BCE) is a Southern Kingdom Prophet 

We are provided a name and an occupation but his home is not disclosed. 

Biblical scholars place him in Jerusalem and assume he was of the tribe of Levi (Chapter 3). 

The tribe of Levi served as musicians in the Temple of Solomon. 

It is implied that he served around the time of Jeremiah and Zephaniah but perhaps earlier. 

 

Background  

Judah was caught between two dangerous world powers → the Egyptians and the Babylonians 

The Babylonians were enemies of the Egyptians and would soon overthrow them. 

For Judah this was like going from the frying pan into the fire. 

 

Conversation between Habakkuk and God  

Habakkuk wondered what God was going to do with the mess they found themselves in. 

He admitted to God that Judah was part of the problem. 



Does God Care? 

Chapter 1 resembles the psalms of lament.   

A believer is in distress and appeals to God for help.  

He is concerned about the perversion of justice in Judah. 

King Jehoiakim abused his power and exploited the poor (2 Kings 23-24).  

He used forced, unpaid labor for building his own lavish homes. 

He demanded heavy taxes to support his alliance with Egypt. 

Jeremiah accused him of shedding innocent blood and murdering prophets. 

 

Habakkuk questions God.  He has this open and honest conversation with God to reconcile what 

he sees in human behavior and what he experiences in faith.  He does not speak out of hostility 

or indifference to his faith, but out of a passionate search for how God works in the world.  

 

The theological struggle – 

If God is really God (and in control of the world) God cannot be good and just and also allow 

injustice and suffering to exist and endure.  And if God is really good and just then God cannot 

be in control of such a corrupt world.  Quote from Archibald MacLeish adaption of J.B. (Job) 

 

The First Response by God  

God will use the Chaldeans as the means to restore justice in Judah. 

God will justly punish them through Nebuchadnezzar’s armies. 

Habakkuk had viewed Babylonia as the incarnation of evil. 

He was ill-prepared to hear God would use them to judge Judah. 

 

Habakkuk wants answers … 

How could God use the Babylonians (corrupt and oppressive) to restore justice in Judah? 

One unjust government had been replaced by another (more unjust than the first). 

On the one hand … God is eternal and so holy that evil of any kind is intolerable 

On the other hand … Evil appears to go unchallenged by God 

Habakkuk even blames God for creating humanity as an ungoverned mess.  

 

The Second Response by God 

God demands faithfulness, trustworthiness, and reliability. 

Habakkuk is to record the vision so he can carry it and announce it. 

The written record is a reliable pledge that God will act in the future. 

Its fulfillment may appear to be delayed but it will inevitably come to pass. 

The righteous will live by faith. 

 

Faith (ěmûná) in the Old Testament is not belief in a doctrine or an inner sense of God. 

Faith is firmness, steadiness, steadfastness, and fidelity. 

It is a loyal commitment. 

Habakkuk is called in the interim to trust God’s assurances and to remain faithful. 

 

The response by Habakkuk 

Habakkuk chooses to rejoice in the Lord and to exalt his name. 

 



  Zephaniah (640-609 BCE)  

  is a Post-Exile Prophet 

 

  He seems to be a descendant of the  

  reforming King Hezekiah  

 

  We have listed four generations:  

  Son of Cushi  (the word means African) 

  Son of Gedaliah 

  Son of Amariah 

  Son of Hezekiah    

 

Zephaniah means Yahweh protects. 

Given his knowledge of the city and its temple rites he must have been in Jerusalem. 

He was influenced by the political and religious message associated with King Hezekiah. 

He was also influenced by the prophets Isaiah and Micah. 

His contemporaries would have been the prophets Nahum and Jeremiah. 

The book consists of 9 oracles. 

It is the first prophetic voice to be raised in Judah since the time of Isaiah. 

 

Oracles against Judah and Jerusalem  

God makes a first-person announcement of universal destruction. 

God will break in on human history to do justice to the nations (especially Judah). 

There is a reversal of the order of creation as found in Genesis 1:20-26. 

Judah broke the Sinai covenant (to worship God alone and not serve other gods). 

Like Amos (760-755 BCE) Zephaniah introduced the day of the Lord. 

 

The great day of the Lord is fast approaching and God comes as the destroying warrior. 

The graphic details show the devastation that is to take place.  

In Amos it is a cultic ceremony (the people expect God to do battle with enemies). 

In Zephaniah the people are the enemies of God because of their disobedience. 

It is the final judgment day for those who have broken the covenant with God. 

The opposite of love is described (not as hate) but as indifference and apathy. 

God pleads for the people to turn and be saved from the destruction. 

Earlier there were stern warnings but now we hear an impassioned plea. 

 

Oracles against the Nations 

Section is a pronouncement of doom against Israel and Judah’s neighbors because of their sins. 

Prior to Amos any curse against a foreign nation appeared to be a sign of blessing for Israel. 

But Amos was one of the first to list Israel as one of the enemies of God. 

In the same way Zephaniah tells of the divine wrath spilling over onto these nations. 

Destruction on other cities is cited with the hope Jerusalem will change its ways. 

But the city does not correct its behavior. 

God announces a final sentence of universal destruction by fire. 

   

 



Oracles of Promise  

In Chapter 3 there is a significant change in tone and content from doom to promises of hope. 

The threat of universal destruction is reversed and there is a promise of a new age. 

The faithful will be in a state of blessing as they keep their covenant with God. 

They were not spared the day of the Lord but had the resources to come through it. 

It was not their end but rather a new beginning. 

 

A call to Jerusalem 

The city is to rejoice that its sentence of destruction has been lifted.  

God (the King of Israel) is in their midst. 

There is restoration and return for the oppressed, the lame, and the outcast. 

The promise is for all the peoples of the earth. 

New message: Joy is the key to unlocking the message of God  

 

   

  Haggai (520 BCE) is a Post-Exile Prophet 

  Little is known about the prophet. 

  There is no family name or other information. 

  Haggai means making a pilgrimage. 

  He presents a message of hope. 

  It is grounded in the reality of a destroyed land.  

 

  He is closely linked to Zechariah in Ezra 5-6. 

 

 

Scarcely a month after the Babylonian uprising, the Jews started to rebuild the Temple. 

This was under the leadership of Zerubbabel and the high priest, Joshua. 

According to Ezra 5:1, the restoration was inspired by Haggai and Zechariah. 

Book was compiled before 515 BCE when the work of the Temple was completed. 

The prophet was to press the need to rebuild the Temple and he did this vigorously. 

They were to rebuild the Temple and give testimony to the reign of God (present and future). 

 

Setting Priorities 

Prior to this time the people failed to rebuild the Temple (a project begun 18 years earlier). 

Haggai contrasted the houses of the people with the ruined Temple of the Lord. 

The people had finished dwellings while the Lord’s house was desolate and in ruins. 

The Lord would be honored by their work. 

The prophetic word was received and acted upon with the aid of God’s Spirit. 

    

Build to the Glory of God  

Work had begun on the rebuilding project but some of the people were critical. 

Older members of the community did not have anything good to say.  

60 years had passed and they could still remember what the Temple looked like. 

Haggai challenged them to have confidence in what God was about to do. 

God was in their midst and they had nothing to fear.  The Lord of hosts was about to act again. 

They are to take courage and continue their work. 



The Lord is about to shake the heavens and the earth. 

God chooses Zerubbabel (governor of Judah) as the agent of God. 

The main concern was the rebuilding of the Temple but also the reign of God.  

Haggai is confident that God will lead the people into the future.  God works through people. 
 

 

  From the Sistine Chapel 

   

  Zechariah (520-518 BCE)  

  is a Post-Exile Prophet 

 

  He was the son of Berechiah, son of Iddo. 

  Zechariah was a close colleague of Haggai. 

  Ezra never mentions one without the other (Ezra 5:1-2 and 6:14).   

 

  He was a prophet during the reign of Darius (king of Persia). 

  Zechariah is apocalyptic in nature. 

  Also apocalyptic is Joel, Isaiah24-27 and 33, and Daniel 

 

 

Chap 1-8 First Zechariah 

  Zechariah has eight visions  

  Followed by a long sermon on fasting and celebration 

 

Chap 9-14 Second Zechariah 

  These chapters contain no datable references to specific events or individuals 

  Assumed it was written in the fifth century BCE 

  It leans on Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and themes from First Zechariah 

  War resumes but there is the promise of restoration and re-creation  

 

First Zechariah 

The book starts with a brief sermon that serves as a preface to the visions that follow. 

It is also connected to the much longer sermon found in Chapters 7 and 8. 

Zechariah urged the people to repent so that the Lord would return to them. 

The former prophets spoke the same message to their ancestors but they did not listen. 

But these people did repent and that distinguishes them from their ancestors.  

 

Second Zechariah   

These verses represent an eschatological vision of restoration. 

The Lord’s march to the temple involves both war and peace but both are determined by God.  

The ultimate goal and purpose is peace.  War resumes for the sake of ultimate peace. 

Judah and Israel are freed from the threat of oppression.  

The people of Zion remain prisoners so restoration remains unfinished.  

The signs of peace and restoration will be the abundance of grain and wine. 

God will strengthen the house of Judah and it includes the restoration of Ephraim.  

Their hope is centered on the mercy of the Lord and his compassion.  

 



In the final and dramatic vision of Second Zechariah all the nations come to Jerusalem for war. 

The division that takes place occurs as part of the reordering that is necessary. 

It prepares them for the holiness that will ultimately characterize Jerusalem and Judah.  

All the nations are included in the celebration of the Lord’s kingship. 

Everything in Jerusalem and Judah is included in the sphere of holiness. 

 

Messianic Prophecies in Chapters 7-14 

These chapters helped the writers of the Gospel understand the suffering, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ.  Much of the Book of Revelation is also colored by images in Zechariah. 

 

  Malachi (515-432 BCE) is a Post-Exile Prophet 

  Malachi could be the personal name of a specific  

  prophet or a title (my messenger). 

  There are no references to specific people or events 

  that enable scholars to date the book. 

  Many of the abuses the prophet condemns are  

  generic so no new information there. 

  Consensus is that it comes from the time after the  

  Babylonian exile. 

 

Date is after the prophets Haggai and Zechariah and after the reestablishment of the temple. 

 

The God of Love 

The opening statement provides the framework for the entire book. 

Unlike the other prophetic books, this section contains no accusations or charges of wrongdoing. 

We see the first of a series of questions (22 questions in 55 verses). 

The people do not question the overarching concept of divine love but … 

they want to know how that love shows itself in the present situation 

implied in the question is a disparity between the divine statement and what they experience 
 

God answers the question in a new way. 

In the past God would recount his mighty works (creation, the exodus, the promise of land). 

In this case God recounts the story of Esau and Jacob (Genesis 24-28). 

Jacob is represented by the kingdom of Israel.  Esau is represented by Edom. 

For the people that was visible proof that God rejected and hated Edom. 

In contrast, the continued existence of Israel was visible proof of God’s love. 
 

The word hate in Scripture is not an emotional or psychological feeling but non-election. 

In Genesis it is Esau who hates Jacob (Genesis 27:41). 

 

Accusations Against the Priests  

The basic accusation is – Where is the honor due me? 

There are specific abuses in the offering of sacrifices. 

This part takes up issues of flagrant disregard for the proper conduct of worship. 

The priests who despise God (1:6) will themselves be despised (2:9). 

Note that no questions or comments interrupt God in this longer section. 

The role of the priest is to guard knowledge and to be the messenger of the Lord of hosts. 



Accusations of Unfaithfulness   

The list of abuses is followed by a pronouncement of judgment. 

What is at stake is a violation of the covenant with God.  

A distinctive feature of this passage is the way that Malachi develops relationships. 

There is a mutual relationship among the members of the community … 

because of a common father and creator 

 

The God of Justice 

The people readily admit that God is just but their complaint is that they have not experienced it. 

The wicked still prosper. 

The answer is eschatological – Justice will be restored only through future divine intervention. 

In the NT, the synoptic Gospels identify the unnamed messenger in 3:1 as John the Baptist. 

 

Accusations Concerning Tithes 

A general accusation (you have turned aside from my statues) is followed by a specific charge. 

The whole section is concerned with the failure of the people to tithe. 

In Nehemiah (10:40) the failure to pay tithes meant the temple was neglected. 

In Malachi this is a direct offense against God.  

 

The Righteous and the Wicked 

The people who revered the Lord were given their final chance to speak. 

The Lord listened and a book of remembrance was written. 

Justice will prevail and it will occur in the future as in 3:1-5 but these people will be spared. 

 

The Day of the Lord  

There is no promise of immediate change with the present social order.  

The coming day is much less detailed than in some of the other prophetic texts. 

There is a total absence of any interest in the fate of the pagan nations. 

The images include light, brightness, and the rising sun. 

God comes in the image of a winged sun disk. 

 

Where is the God of justice? – is finally resolved in 4:1-3. 

After the awesome description of the great day to come, these final verses seem anti-climatic. 

There is no comparable ending in any other prophetic books of the Bible. 

The God who will come in judgment is not an unknown God. 

The final imperative is to remember. 

 

Unique to Malachi: Elijah will come and then there will be the great and terrible day of the Lord. 

There is no mention of a messiah or a messianic age in this section. 

In the synoptic gospels, John the Baptist is identified with Elijah. 

He functions as the precursor of the Messiah. 

In Malachi, the task of Elijah is to bring together parents and children (reconciliation). 

 

Assignment for May 23 

Complete the Exercises on Pages 121-126 

Write down ten insights you gained from the Old Testament  


