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SIX MINOR PROPHETS 

HOSEA, JOEL, AMOS, OBADIAH, JONAH, MICAH 

 

Answers to the Questions (Lesson 21)  

Found on Page 109-113 

 

Page 109:  The men resolved not to defile themselves with the food and wine offered by the king 

(the food from the table was offered to idols and a portion of the wine was poured out on a pagan 

altar).  For a Hebrew follower of the law it would have been a grievous sin to partake of such 

food.  God blessed them for their faithfulness and when they entered the service of the king he 

found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.   

 

Page 110 

Chapter 3: The fire was made seven times hotter than usual so that even the soldiers who threw 

the men into the furnace were killed.  When the king looked in he saw four men walking around 

in the fire (unbound and unharmed).  When they came out of the fire, the people saw that the fire 

had not harmed their bodies nor was a hair of their heads scorched.  Their robes were not burned 

and there was no smell of fire on them.  God delivered them. 

 

Chapter 5: In the midst of their revelry the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the 

plaster of the wall.  Daniel was summoned to interpret the sign.  Daniel told the king that he did 

not show humility before God and was defiant of God.  His reign would come to an end and his 

kingdom would be divided and given to the Medes and Persians.  That very night the king was 

killed and Darius took over the kingdom.   

 

Page 111 

The Preservation of a Remnant:  God preserved a remnant of the faithful even when in exile. 

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to compromise their faith in God. 

They considered their relationship with God to be worth more than life itself. 

 

The Faithfulness of God: God blessed his faithful servants. 

He increased their honor in the court of the king and spared their lives. 

 

God is exalted: The king declared that God was the God of gods and the Lord of kings. 

Nebuchadnezzar praised and exalted the king of heaven. 

He decreed that in every part of his kingdom the people must fear and be reverent to God. 

 

The first kingdom was the then-present kingdom of Babylon. 

The second kingdom was identified as the Medo-Persian Empire.   

The third kingdom was identified as Greece (it is the goat and Alexander is the prominent horn). 

The fourth kingdom is speculated to be Rome or the Antichrist. 

 

 



Page 112: Some take these verses to refer to the covenant made with the Jews by Antiochus 

Epiphanes prior to the ending of the Temple sacrifices.  Some believe it is a reference to the 

Anointed One and refers to the crucifixion of Christ after only three and one-half years of public 

ministry.  It established another new covenant.  His death (the final sacrifice) put an end to the 

necessity of daily sacrifices.  The destruction of the sanctuary and the abomination that caused 

desolation foretold the destruction of the Temple and desecration by Titus Andronicus in 70 A.D. 

 

Page 113: The book of Daniel reveals that evil forces will always be waging war on the righteous 

but God ultimately will reign supreme.  In the final battle, righteousness will triumph.  Christ has 

already won the victory, and his kingdom will be established forever.   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hosea (750-725 BCE) is a Northern Kingdom Prophet 

His worked spanned from the time of Jeroboam II and the political instability that followed.   

According to these chapters the dynasty of Jehu had fallen. 

Kings followed one after another in rapid succession and the country was filled with confusion. 

The book is a compilation of brief oracles delivered at different times. 

They are linked together either by the prophet himself or by his disciples. 

 

King Uzziah (783-742 BCE) Judah reached a peak in economic and military power 

King Jotham (742-732 BCE) Judah fought wars against Arameans, Israel, and Ammonites 

King Ahaz (732-716 BCE) was known as the evil king of Judah and used the aid of the Assyrians 

King Hezekiah (716-686 BCE) was a very righteous king and enacted religious reforms. 

 

*  In the mid-1990s a flattened lump of hardened clay (bulla) that bore the impression of a seal 

was discovered (they were used to seal papyrus documents).  Its inscription reads: Belonging to 

Ahaz (son of) Yehotam, King of Judah.  Most scholars believe it is authentic and bears the seal 

of King Ahaz of Judah. 

 

*  King Ahaz (and the other kings) are listed in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1. 

  

Hosea was a prophet of doom. 

However he balanced the work of divine judgment with the promise of restoration and renewal. 

His optimism was centered on the grace of God. 

Israel could hope in the constancy of God’s love for his people. 

 

His marriage experience is the center of his oracles. 

He gives details about his own marriage to talk about the relationship between God and Israel.   

In Chapter 1 the theme is the unfaithfulness of Israel. 

In Chapter 3 it is the steadfastness of God’s love in the face of infidelity. 

 Both stories are based on a sequence of events in his own relationship with Gomer. 

In good faith Hosea married a woman who bore him three children. 

The mother proved unfaithful to the marriage. 

Despite her disloyalty he was ready to go beyond the law and forgive her. 

Hosea ransomed her and (after a period of discipline) he restored her as his wife. 

 



For Hosea the Exodus was the sign of a special relationship between God and his people. 

He was the first prophet to interpret the covenant via an analogy between husband and wife. 

Just as Gomer played the harlot so Israel had broken the marriage covenant. 

This was the real historical tragedy. 

 

A key verse is Chapter 6:6 when Hosea draws a poetic parallel between two important words. 

The first is hésed (steadfast love) and the second term is the knowledge of God. 

Hosea insisted that Israel did not know God and this was the root of their problems. 

He is speaking about their covenant responsibility to recognize and be loyal to God. 

It is the knowledge of who God is, what God has done, and what God requires of his people. 

When this knowledge is lacking then people turn to other gods and break the laws.   

Hosea puts the blame on the priests and prophets. 

 

Hosea was also talking about the knowledge of the heart. 

It is the response of the whole person to the love of God. 

It means to obey the will of God in society where the poor and the needy cry for help. 

In the end the purpose of God will win out and the covenant will be restored. 

Then Israel will know the Lord. 

The purpose of God is not to destroy but to heal. 

God has a divine love for his people that will not let them go despite their disloyalty. 

It is a holy love that will break their bondage and free them for a new life. 

 

Spiritual Exercise: Hosea 11:3-4 

 

Joel (500-350 BCE) is a Southern Kingdom Prophet  

The Babylonian exile is in the past and the walls of Jerusalem have been restored. 

There is no external unrest that threatens the community. 

We know nothing of the prophet other than the name of his father (Pethuel). 

Joel calls Judah to repent of its sins but he never specifies the nature of those sins. 

His name (Yahweh is God) may indicate the primary sin – 

the failure to recognize that Yahweh alone is God 

 

The occasion for his preaching was a plague of locusts that had devastated the country. 

This was not uncommon in ancient Palestine (cicadas).  

In addition the land had suffered a great famine. 

For Joel the army of invading locusts was the sign of the impending Day of Yahweh. 

 

He summoned the people to a great fast for repentance and lament. 

There is a sudden shift from warning to promise. 

He announced that beyond the judgment was the day when the Lord would restore them. 

He presents a picture of a struggling Jewish community weakened by religious apathy. 

 

Lectionary Series: 

Joel 2:1-18  Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:21-27  Thanksgiving Day 

Joel 2:28-29  Pentecost  



 

 

 

The Prophet Joel 

Sistine Chapel 

 

(Seven prophets in the Sistine Chapel) 

(Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel) 

(Joel, Jonah, Zechariah) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Amos (760-755 BCE) is a Northern Kingdom Prophet 

We know very little about Amos as there are no biographical facts about him. 

He was from the southern kingdom of Judah but preached in the northern kingdom of Israel. 

He was active during the reigns of King Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam II of Israel. 

 

The division between Israel and Judah was primarily political. 

The two nations were bound together as one covenant people with a common religious tradition. 

The book is a compilation of oracles spoken by the prophet on different occasions. 

They were delivered over a very brief time span. 

This was a time of relative peace and prosperity. 

Amos spoke of the disparity between the rich and the poor and the neglect of God’s laws. 

 

*  Amos is the first in a series of prophets whose oracles were left in written form. 

 

Amos draws attention to the divine judgment on the small nations that surrounded Israel. 

Amos affirms that the Lord is ruler over these enemies of Israel. 

A divine fire would break out against their palaces and forts. 

But Amos said those same fires would consume the people of Israel (surprise). 

He summoned the people to remember the events of their sacred history. 

Amos was a vigorous upholder of the Mosaic tradition. 

He protested with all his might their reasoning that God would give them prosperity. 

The covenant did not give them an unconditional guarantee of the future. 

Their special calling did not entitle them to special privileges but to greater responsibility.   

 

Amos spoke in accents of doom. 

There were no rays of light in the dark clouds he saw on the horizon. 

He was certain of the impending catastrophe (which took place a generation later). 

He pointed out the social injustices of his day. 

He is merciless in his attack on the shrines and wanted worship to be purified. 

But God still was active in the midst of the people so that Israel might turn from its evil ways. 

 

 



Repentance is a return to the One who is the source of life (a redirection of the will). 

Amos believed that repentance was the divine purpose behind the calamities that befell Israel. 

But Israel was stubborn in its rebellious ways. 

His preaching was to give the people an opportunity to reorient their lives. 

 

Influences of (or references to) his teachings can be found in political and civil rights speeches: 

1) Martin Luther King Jr (I Have a Dream) stated that we will not be satisfied until justice rolls 

down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream (from Amos 5:24). 

2) Bernie Sanders referenced the same passage during the 2016 presidential campaign. 

3) It was used in a tweet by James Comey after Michael Flynn pleaded guilty to lying to FBI 

agents during the on-going Russia scandal. 

 

Amos 5:8 – The Pleiades is known as the Seven Sisters and was named by the Ancient Greeks. 

Orion is a hunter in Greek mythology.  

 

Obadiah (853-841 BCE) (607-586 BCE) 

It is the shortest book in the Hebrew Bible. 

The oracles of Obadiah are a bitter outcry against Edom. 

Edom (means red) was a nation whose father was Esau (born red all over). 

The House of Jacob was the brother nation. 

It was located south of the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Aqaba (by the Red Sea). 

It was a vassal state of Jerusalem and held in low esteem. 

It was the nation that had seized part of the territory of Judah after the fall of Jerusalem. 

 

Since there were two different falls of Jerusalem it is impossible to date his writings. 

The reference to the malicious actions dates it after the fall of Jerusalem (586 BCE). 

But the destruction of Edom is presented as a future threat. 

This places it before the fifth century. 

Arab tribes were pressing into the territory of Edom from the Arabian desert. 

By the fourth century these invaders made their capital the rose city of Petra. 

 

Obadiah denounced the pride and treachery of Edom. 

He used the story of the twin brothers, Jacob and Esau, to make his point. 

The Lord was about to summon the nations to destroy Edom for the violence done to Jacob. 

 

 

  Jonah (5th-4th Century BCE) 

   

  Prophet lived in Northern Kingdom 

  In 8th Century BCE 

  In Judaism a teaching of teshuva 

   

  The ability to repent and be forgiven 

   by God 

   

 



The message of the story concerns a prophet who lived in the days of Jeroboam II. 

It is not a biographical account of what actually happened to Jonah. 

It was written in the post-exilic period. 

 

Jonah was commissioned by the Lord to go to Nineveh (the Assyrian capital). 

The Assyrians were bitterly detested because they oppressed the Israelites. 

He was to preach that the city would be destroyed if it did not repent. 

Jonah ran as fast as he could in the opposite direction. 

After fleeing from God he was swallowed by a great fish (no mention of a whale). 

In three days he was put back on dry land and the Lord gave him the same message to deliver. 

This time Jonah went to Nineveh and was shocked that his preaching was successful. 

Jonah was so discouraged and angry about this turn of events that he wished to die. 

 

Theological point of the story: 

Jonah was troubled by the fact that God is gracious and merciful and slow to anger. 

His preaching was based on his conviction that God would not go back on his threat. 

There is a wideness to his compassion and a freedom in his mercy which is irrational. 

It would be easier if the anger of God became effective immediately. 

Once wickedness had reached its full measure, punishment should follow. 

Yet beyond justice and anger lie the mysteries of compassion. 

 

The story ends with the Lord asking Jonah a question. 

The question is left open for us to answer.   

 

Micah (721-701 BCE) is a Southern Kingdom Prophet 

It has been suggested that Micah was one of the disciples of Isaiah. 

He preached from the fall of Samaria (721 BCE) to the arrival of the Assyrians (701 BCE). 

The book of Micah (like Isaiah) comes from a prophetic school that preserved his sayings. 

Chapters 1-3  Oracles of Judgment   Chapters 6-7:7 

Chapters 4-5  Oracles of Salvation  Chapters 7:8-20 

 

Unlike Isaiah, Micah did not believe that Jerusalem would be spared. 

It was the scene of outrageous injustices. 

The civil and religious leaders were to blame for the sad state of affairs. 

The people coveted and seized fields and houses and oppressed the householders. 

 

Micah does not make a single reference to the Davidic covenant. 

The messianic passage in Micah 5:2-6 states that the coming ruler will be born in Bethlehem. 

He seems to have been nurtured in the Exodus tradition. 

 

In Micah 6:8 we hear the voice of … 

Amos who demands justice 

Hosea who appeals for the faithfulness that binds people in covenant with God 

Isaiah who pleas for the quiet faith of the humble 

 

The Remnant (Chapter 2 and 5) 



 

 

 

 

Assignment for May 16 

Complete the Exercises on Pages 115-120 

Read the rest of the Minor Prophets listed on Page 120 (or the portions outlined) 
 

 

 


