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Text: Revelation 12:7-12 

Theme: Having Done Everything  

 

It is unusual for one of the Lesser Festivals to land on a Sunday but 

today we set aside the readings from the Season of Pentecost and 

commemorate the Feast of Michael and All Angels.  In our readings 

from the Book of Daniel, Michael is one of the main angelic warriors 

and in Revelation he is the one who fought (and defeated) Satan and 

his evil angels.   
 

All our lessons set a vision in which God is in full control over the 

world in both the present time and in the future.  Victory will always 

belong to God.  It is the angels who engage in these earthly wars and 

cosmic battles.  It is the angels who fight the ultimate battle between 

good and evil and evil is once and for all defeated.   
 

Our lessons offer us a sense of hope as we believe and trust without 

any hesitation that God reigns.  And until that final victory is realized 

God continues to be present and God continues to work through the 

likes of us to battle the evil we see today.  All the injustices that occur 

in the world and the incredible lack of respect people have for each 

other are signs that evil is alive and well.  It is the one in Revelation 

named Satan who will not let up on the weak and the vulnerable and 

most certainly on people of faith.  It is the one in Revelation named 

the devil who will use hatred and discontent and suffering to weaken 

our faith.  It is the demons who will use fear to make us doubt God.    
 

Michael, the archangel, comes to the rescue with a sword in his hand 

to enter into the battle.  As the church we must decide what weapon 

we carry with us to fight evil.  Once more I turn to one of my favorite 

Scripture lessons from Ephesians 6: 
 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.  Put on the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil . . . against the cosmic powers of this present 

darkness . . . take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able 

to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand 

firm. 

 

I took a deep breath when I came to the words – 

Having done everything  
 

I am an avid reader and so many of the books that are best-sellers 

right now center on the events of World War II and specifically about 

the Holocaust.  Recently I read Beneath a Scarlet Sky and We Were 

the Lucky Ones.  And with each book I am reminded of the ministry 

of Dietrich Bonhoeffer who (as a Lutheran pastor and theologian) is 

well-known for resisting Hitler and his regime.  For his opposition he 

was ultimately arrested and executed at a concentration camp.   
 

If I were to point to any human who stood firm (and did everything he 

could) to fight the evil of that time period – it is Bonhoeffer.  So, this 

week I reread some of his writings to gain some insights on how we 

can wear the armor of God in faith and stand firm in the face of so 

many challenges.  From him and others like him we learn at least two 

things: 
 

*   We are to open our mouths for the sake of those who are voice-

less.  Our faith in Christ stands and falls on our willingness to pro-

test when we see violence or injustices done to others. 
 

* And whenever possible we are to seek reconciliation. It is in our 

ability to forgive that we experience the perfect love of God that 

will ultimately win the day.  It is not some universal idea of love 

that is unattainable but the love of God in Christ that is genuinely 

lived.   
 

After the war ended one of the main questions that arose was whether 

the church did enough to stop the evil.  It is a question for us as well.   
 

It was a week ago that I attended a Synod Council meeting of which I 

am a member.  We met in DC in a building that houses the offices for 

the ELCA Federal Chaplains and the ELCA Advocacy staff.  It was 

encouraging to hear all the work that is being done on our behalf to 

connect our faith with our public life.  It gave me a sense of hope that 

our church is remaining vigilant to what is happening in our country 

and in the world to ensure an active voice is being heard (and will be 

heard) every time an injustice arises.  
 

So other lessons we learn: 

 



On the one hand our churches must keep our ear to the ground while 

(on the other hand) we must keep our intimate connections with God 

through Christ.  It is only when we are in daily prayer, the daily 

reading of Scripture, and coming together in worship that we can face 

the realities before us.  Our practices of faith are to nourish us so that 

we can discern the will of God and so we can develop real and 

concrete resolutions.  It is the only way we can cling to our hope in 

God who gives us the courage to act and truly make a difference.   
 

Our churches must see ourselves in solidarity with the oppressed.  It is 

in joining with those who suffer that we find ourselves bearing the 

same risks and dangers as the most vulnerable.  Since our reality is 

most clearly connected with Jesus Christ then such solidarity is what 

draws us closest to the Christ who bore all our sins on a cross. 
 

Our churches must be willing to share the unconditional love for all 

people that is at the heart of our identity as followers of Christ.  As we 

share that love we will be taken to places where Christ would dare to 

go, and we will be called into action to see the face of Christ in the 

least of our brothers and sisters.   
 

When I completed my readings on Bonhoeffer, I thought about the 

incredible ways he has inspired people of faith before and since his 

death.  Above all he showed us the unfolding of a joyful, mature, and 

spiritually-free Christian life in one of the most brutal periods in 

human history.  While in prison, he centered himself on faith practices 

to fight against greed, arrogance, deceit, cynicism, and racism.  He 

taught us to look beyond ourselves to the God who reigns, the God 

who sends Michael and the heavenly host to wage war against evil.  

While in prison, Bonhoeffer never lost his capacity for human love.  

Prayer was his lifeline to God.  While in the agony of imprisonment 

he left us with profound and heartfelt letters rich with hope for the 

world that God created.   
 

We live in a complex and uncertain world.  Each of us needs to decide 

our call to combat evil.  Bonhoeffer suggests we start with gratitude 

as a primary focus for discernment when he states:   
 

That for which I can thank God is good. 

That for which I cannot thank God is evil. 
 

 

And the determination whether I can thank God for something or not 

is discerned in Jesus Christ and his Word.  Jesus Christ is the 

boundary of gratitude.  It encompasses all gifts.  It embraces even 

pain and suffering.  It penetrates the deepest darkness until it has 

found within it the love of God in Jesus Christ.   
 

On this Sunday we commemorate Michael and All Angels – the one 

who fought the dragon and defeated evil and the one who protects us 

during our darkest days.  Amen  

 


