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Revised Common Lectionary 3-Year Cycle 

Pentecost 10 C  Hosea 1:2-10 (alternate text)  Description of the Family 

Epiphany 8 B  Hosea 2:14-22    Restoration of Israel 

Pentecost 10 A  Hosea 5:15-6:6   Call to Repentance 

Pentecost 11 C  Hosea 11:1-11 (alternate text)  Compassion of God  

 

Ash Wednesday  Joel 2:1-18    Call to Repentance 

Thanksgiving Day B Joel 2:21-27    Response of God / Promise 

Pentecost Sunday A Joel 2:28-29    Spirit of God Poured Out 

 

Pentecost 28 B  Amos 5:6-15    Lament for Sins 

Pentecost 32 A  Amos 5:18-24    The Day of the Lord  

Pentecost 26 C  Amos 6:1-7    Self-Indulgence 

Pentecost 8 C  Amos 7:7-17 (alternate text)  Locusts, Fire, Plumb Line 

Pentecost 9 C  Amos 8:1-12 (alternate text)  Basket of Fruit 

 

Obadiah – Not in our Revised Common Lectionary 

 

Epiphany 3 B  Jonah 3:1-10    Conversion of Nineveh 

Pentecost 25 A  Jonah 3:10-4:11   Jonah and His Anger 

 

Pentecost 31 A  Micah 3:5-12    Wicked Rulers and Prophets 

Advent 4 C  Micah 5:1-5    Ruler from Bethlehem 

Epiphany 4 A  Micah 6:1-8    What God Requires 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The book of Micah is attributed to an 8th century prophet from Judah 

Micah was from Moresheth – a small village southwest of Jerusalem 

He identified with the poor and oppressed 

He is angry at the Judean leaders responsible for Jerusalem’s impending doom 

A century later, Jeremiah predicted the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple  

Elders of the land quote Micah 3:12 (Jeremiah 26:18-19) 

A Reminder – King Hezekiah obeyed Micah’s prophecy and turned to the Lord  

 

The Theology of Micah 

Micah provides insights into the nature of God and how we relate to God and each other 

Some passages answer our hard questions while other passages raise difficult questions 

 

The Nature of God  

God is angry and destructive while the same God overflows with compassion and pity 

The promises of God bring us comfort that abandonment will never be permanent 

 



Questions and insights – 

Are we saved by our piety or our sacrifices or our ethical practices? 

Can we ever be good enough? 

Can we ever save ourselves because we have a right reading of Scripture? 
 

Micah states clearly that the sufferings of the people are the consequence of human behavior 

Doctrine of retribution – What is valid and what needs critique? 

What makes a prophet true or false? 

In his laments, Micah shows an inner pain to his sense of call and message of doom 

Micah also offers wonderful words of hope 

 

Read Micah 2 

Social evils are denounced 

They covet fields and seize them and take away houses 

They oppress householder and house / people and inheritance 

Verse 7 Is the Lord’s patience exhausted? 

  Are these his doings? 

  Do not my words do good to one who walks uprightly? 

Verse 12 I will surely gather all of you  

  I will set them together like sheep in a fold / like a flock in its pasture 

 

Read Micah 4:1-5 

Micah speaks of a time when all the people of the world live in peace and harmony 

People will recognize the one true God and seek to learn what God expects from them 

People will no longer pursue war as a means of settling disputes 

Individuals will live in prosperity on their own land  

Preparation for war will no longer be necessary 

Instruments of violence will be converted into implements for farming 

 

Language of Micah 4:1-5 is similar to Isaiah 2:2-4 

 

Reflection:  

People in the church have come to different conclusions about the extent of their involvement in 

efforts to improve a world that is resistant to change.  Some have given up on this world 

altogether and read texts like this one as the hope for the end of the world and the new age – 

when all that is wrong with the world will finally be made right. 

 

Verse 5  For all the peoples walk – each in the name of its god 

  But we will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever 

 

Read Micah 5:1-5 

Wise men quoted Micah 5:2 in answer to Herod’s question about where the Messiah will be born 

A new ruler will come to turn the situation around completely 

The present remains a time of suffering and it may get worse before it gets better 

The people should not lose heart 

When God is about to do something great, God often deliberately chooses someone whom we 

would probably dismiss as the most unlikely candidate for carrying out God’s mission  



Verse 7 the remnant of Jacob shall be like dew from the Lord 

  like showers on the grass 

  which do not depend upon people or wait for any mortal 

 

Read Micah 6:1-8 

What God expects of us is a dedication of our whole lives, not just outward acts of piety 

Their fascination with ceremony and sacrifice may actually hide reluctance to do what is right 

 

Summary 

Chapters 1-3   Prophetic proclamations of terrible disasters  

Chapters 4-5  Promises that things will get better but not any time soon 

Chapter 6  Starts with a covenant lawsuit 

   Mountains and hills will serve as the jury to decide for God or the people 

   God begins by reciting a brief summary of the great acts of God 

   What God has done is appropriate and just under the circumstances 

Chapter 7  Starts with a lament over the corruption of society 

   Makes the final transition from suffering to hope 

   The fortunes of Israel will be reversed 

   God is forgiving, caring, compassionate and faithful  

 

Read Micah 7:18-20 

 

 


