Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 3, 2026
The Service at 8:30 and 11 am

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare
a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world.

As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In
words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.






PRELUDE

GATHERING

“Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” - Vaughan Williams, arr. Mark Henry

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we are in bondage to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy,

loved us even when we were dead in sin,

and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: HOoLY GoDp, WE PRAISE YOUR NAME #414

We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.
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sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!”
set of  sun through the church the song  goes  on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - y.
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Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Eatholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774



APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation  And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Come,let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be ex -alt - ed thus!”

3 Je - sus is wor - thy to  re-ceive hon - or and pow’r di - vine;
4 Let all cre - a - tion join in one to bless the sa - cred name
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ten thou-sand thou - sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for us!”
and bless-ings, more than we can give, be, Lord,for - ev - er thine.

of him who sits up - on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: NUN DANKET ALL, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love

one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all

the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD

Reading: Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word
(Acts 6.1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first
martyr of the faith.

> Fllled with the Holy Splrlt [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. **“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standmg at the right hand of God!” *” But they
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. *® Then they dragged him out of the city and
began to stone h1m and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. > While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Congregation sings words in bold.
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'In you, O Lorp, have I taken refuge; let me never be ! put to shame;
deliver me ! in your righteousness.
?Incline your ' ear to me;
make haste to de- ' liver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag ' and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead " me and guide me.
* Take me out of the net that they have secretly ' set for me,
for you are my tow- | er of strength.
> Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, ' God of truth.
'> My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who ! persecute me.
181 et your face shine up- ' on your servant;
save me in your ' steadfast love.”

Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who
continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

? Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation * if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good.

*Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ° like living
stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ° For it stands in scripture:

“See, [ am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

" This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”
¥and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim
the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
' Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

The Gospel is announced.
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Congregation Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is
known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. ? In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? *
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. * And you know the way to the place where I am going.” > Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” ® Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. ’ If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.”

¥ Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” * Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you
all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show
us the Father’? '’ Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. '' Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. '* Very truly, I tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. "’ I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. '* If in my name you
ask me for anything, I will do it.”

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Maturing in Grace
Pastor John Teitman



HyYMN OF THE DAY: YOU ARE THE WAY #758

Please stand and sing.

You Are the Way
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1 You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant wus that way to know,
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psaiter, Edinburgh, 1615
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you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - 1 - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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APOSTLES' CREED
Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:

Asst. Min. Merciful God
Congregation receive our prayer.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first
of all just that — offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your
financial gifts.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.

OFFERTORY
“How Can I Keep from Singing” - American folksong arr. by Gwyneth Walker



OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

COME 1O THE TABLE

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Asst. Min.
Congregation

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Let us pray.

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Pastor

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you,

almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin;

who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EucHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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All sing. 1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE

COMMUNION

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements, a separate tray is available.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms.
You are an important part of our faith community.

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ.
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ComMmMUNION Music: I RECEIVED THE LiviINGg Gobp #477
All sing.

I Received the Living God

n Refrain
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1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the life, far from whom no thing can  grow,
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you who will par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
SO I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.

You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you  free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it you shall know.

Text: Anonymous
Music: LIVING GOD, Anonymous

Please stand.
Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation Amen.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER
Asst. Min. Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
Congregation Amen.
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THE SENDING

BLESSING
Pastor God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and
the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.
Congregation Amen.

SENDING HYMN: WE ALL ARE ONE IN MISSION #576

Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share
Christ’s love.
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1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness 1In God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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Our min - is - tries are dif - f’rent; our pur - pose is the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God's re - deem-ing Word.
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A sin - gle great com - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove
to touch the lives of oth - ers with God’s sur-pris-ing grace,
We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.
so ev-ry folk and na - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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DismissAL

Asst. Min. Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Congregation Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
PoOSTLUDE

How Firm a Foundation, arr. Jason Payne

Overview

The words of today’s gospel are most often heard during a funeral service. It is a popular choice of
scripture for that occasion because the words provide wonderful assurance that the one who has died
in Christ has now taken up residence in their heavenly home. The gospel begins by Jesus saying that
he will prepare a place for each one of us. But as the text continues, we can see that our place is not an
isolated room of our own in a giant heavenly mansion. Jesus’ words are less about a place than a
relationship: our relationship with Jesus and God the Father. They tell us that in Jesus we know all we
need to know about God, and just as we can have a relationship with another human person, we can
also have a relationship with God that will one day be as real and obvious as are our relationships with
one another. The hope of one day being with Christ fully and forever is as real as the works we are
called to do in his name today.

This text allows us the opportunity to contemplate what is ultimately unknowable, yet is also a central
part of our faith: what heaven will be like.



Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Children arc welcome in our worship. There is a Hearing help available: We have personal hearing
children’s WOTShlP bullet}n for .them. If you prefer, a amplification units available for your use. Please
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to speak with the person at the sound board.

age 3 during all worship services.

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 Email: church@redeemermclean.org

Sunday Services

8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service

Next Sunday’s Scripture:
Acts 17:22-31 Psalm 66:8-20 1 Peter 3:13-22 John 14:15-21

The flowers are given to the glory of God.

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

CCLI Licenset# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.



