
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 3, 2026 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am 
  

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare 
a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. 
As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In 
words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.  
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Gathering 

 
 
Prelude   “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” - Vaughan Williams, arr. Mark Henry  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Holy God, We Praise Your Name #414 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love 

one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all 
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
 

Canticle of Praise 

The Word 

Reading:  Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word 
(Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first 
martyr of the faith.  
 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.  
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life. 
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2 Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength. 
 5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. 
 15 My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.” 

Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10  
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who 
continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.  
 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living 
stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim 
the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy.  

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life. 
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel is announced. 
 Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.       
 Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 14:1-14  
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is 
known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.  
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 
all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you 
ask me for anything, I will do it.”  
   

Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord. 
Congregation  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
Maturing in Grace 

Pastor John Teitman 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Hymn of the Day: You Are the Way #758 
Please stand and sing. 
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Apostles' Creed    
  Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your 
financial gifts.  
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
“How Can I Keep from Singing” - American folksong arr. by Gwyneth Walker  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  Merciful God  
Congregation  receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

Offertory Prayer   
 Asst. Min. Let us pray. 
 Congregation  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

All sing. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you,  
 almighty and merciful God,  
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be offered by intinction. 
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements, a separate tray is available.  

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Invitation to Commune 
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Communion Music: I Received the Living God #477 
All sing. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

Congregation  Amen. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and 
the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever. 

Congregation Amen. 

Sending Hymn: We All Are One in Mission #576 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
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Overview 
 

The words of today’s gospel are most often heard during a funeral service. It is a popular choice of 
scripture for that occasion because the words provide wonderful assurance that the one who has died 
in Christ has now taken up residence in their heavenly home. The gospel begins by Jesus saying that 
he will prepare a place for each one of us. But as the text continues, we can see that our place is not an 
isolated room of our own in a giant heavenly mansion. Jesus’ words are less about a place than a 
relationship: our relationship with Jesus and God the Father. They tell us that in Jesus we know all we 
need to know about God, and just as we can have a relationship with another human person, we can 
also have a relationship with God that will one day be as real and obvious as are our relationships with 
one another. The hope of one day being with Christ fully and forever is as real as the works we are 
called to do in his name today. 
 
This text allows us the opportunity to contemplate what is ultimately unknowable, yet is also a central 
part of our faith: what heaven will be like. 

Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  

Congregation       Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
 
Postlude      

How Firm a Foundation, arr. Jason Payne  
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  

Hearing help available: We have personal hearing 
amplification units available for your use. Please 
speak with the person at the sound board.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346   Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Acts 17:22-31  Psalm 66:8-20  1 Peter 3:13-22  John 14:15-21 


