
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Pentecost, May 31, 2020 

The Traditional Service  
  

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty 
days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In 

Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we 
each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit 
on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and 

sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world . 
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Gathering 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #398 
 



4  

 

This is the Feast 
All sing. 

Kyrie 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 

Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things 
and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 
 
 

Children’s Message 

The Word 

Reading: Acts 2:1–21   
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after Passover. On this particular 
Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and 
the scriptures had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God's activity in multiple 
languages. 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  2And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  3Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  6And at this sound the 
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  7Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language?  9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia,  10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes,  11Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power."  
12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"  13But others sneered and said, "They 
are filled with new wine."  
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 
nine o'clock in the morning.  16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
  17'In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
 and your old men shall dream dreams. 
  18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
 in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
  19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
 and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
  20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
 and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 
  21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'  
  

Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 
24How manifold are your | works, O Lord! 

  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26There go the ships | to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
 27All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season.  
 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 29

When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the Lord en- | dure forever; 
  O Lord, rejoice in | all your works.  
 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the Lord as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the Lord. 
 35bBless the Lord, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah!  

Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created diversity. 
The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one 
another’s diverse spiritual gifts, because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good. 

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there 
are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, 
to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
  12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so 
it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Day of Pentecost 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Gospel  Acclamation 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel:  John 20:19-23 
Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as living water, quenching the thirst of all who come to him and filling the hearts of 
believers until they overflow. 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.”  
 

Pastor         The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation    Praise to you, O Christ. 



9  

 

Hymn of the Day #454 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   
As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   

Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Pastor Lord, in your mercy,   
Congregation Hear our prayer. 

 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

All sing.  

  
 
Offertory    

"For the Healing of the Nations" music by John T. Becker, text by Susan Briehl 
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Hymn #393 
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The Sending 
Blessing 

Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn # 400 
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  22101 

703-356-3346 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace.  Share the good news.         

Congregation   Thanks be to God.  

 

A Holy Rumbling 

Helene’s foot pressed down; her heel held long and steady on the organ’s pedal board. The bellows 
in the basement blew air through ducts up to the biggest pipes, and there was a rumble. A rumble 
that wiggled lead in the windows. A rumble that wobbled the chandelier, rattled coins in the offering 
plates, and made the walls shudder. A rumble that troubled the baptismal font waters and stirred 
flames on altar candles. And it was a rumble that resonated in the hearts of that little church assem-
bly every Sunday when, before their last amen, the congregation began to breathe the words and 
melody of the hymn they knew by heart: 

Breathe on me, breath of God; fill me with life anew, 
that I may love all that you love and do what you would do. 
Then the doors were opened. Women picked up their purses, children collected their crayons, 

the men stretched their legs. A voice sounded: “Go in peace. Serve the Lord.” And the people said, 
“Thanks be to God.” 

Jesus joined the disciples and said, “Peace be with you” (John 20:19, 21). How could it be? The 
doors were locked. The disciples had assembled in fear. The light of day was spent. How could it be 
that he entered into such a place, where the end of so much had made no room for peace? And how 
did it happen that though they were crowded into hiding and imprisoned by walls of sadness, peace 
came to be with them? 

We, too, are visited by the holy mystery of the Spirit of God despite the closed doors of our 
hears, minds, and lives. It is the sudden rumbling of the Spirit—the divine breath that first gave life 
to creation—that stirs us to pray: 

Breathe on me, breath of God; fill me with life anew, 
that I may love all that you love and do what you would do. 
—Edwin Hatch, 1835–1889 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2:4a   Psalm 8   2 Corinthians 13:11-13   Matthew 28:16-20 


