
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

May 30, 2021 

Holy Trinity Sunday 

When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and 
after the universe: that there is community within God.  

Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his 
Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and God 

the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 29 

Pastor  Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
People  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God's name. 
 
Pastor  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
People  The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice. 
 
Pastor  The voice of the Lord bursts forth. 
People  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying - Glory! 
 
Pastor  The Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
People  O Lord, give strength to your people. 
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-

One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in 
this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, 
where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

All Amen.  
 
Children's Message and First Communion 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 

Song of Praise 

All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Lesson: Isaiah 6:1–8 
This reading narrates Isaiah's vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. They sing "Holy, holy, 
holy," a song the church sings at the beginning of the great thanksgiving. This liturgical text 
invites the church and all creation to sing in praise of God's glory. That glory is God's mercy 
toward sinners. 
 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 
hem of his robe filled the temple.  Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: 
with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.   

And one called to another and said: 
 

 "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
 the whole earth is full of his glory." 
 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke.  And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 
 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 
pair of tongs.  The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your 
lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out."  Then I heard the voice of the LORD 
saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 
   
Reader  Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Reading: Romans 8:12–17 
In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the Spirit 
leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and sisters and brothers with 
Christ the Son. 
 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh —  
for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live.  For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you 
did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ — if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 



7 

 

Sermon 
The Strength of God 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 3:1–17 
Jesus' miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being born of 
the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save. 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God."  Jesus answered him, "Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above."  
Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother's womb and be born?"  Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
'You must be born from above.'  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit."  Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?"  Jesus answered him, "Are you 
a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 

Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 
not receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 

 
Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.      
People  Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Song 
All sing.    
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Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Vicar Lord in your mercy,  
All  Hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

NICENE CREED    

Vicar  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
All  We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
   

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

 

Song 

'Ave Maria' by J.S. Bach/ C. Gounod 
Israel Lozano, tenor, solo 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 

Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 



11 

 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 

blessing.  You are an important part of our faith community. 
 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping 
six feet apart.  Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape 

juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.   
 

Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those 
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are 
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others.  We ask that you not gather in the 

Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 
 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace. 
 

Pastor           Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
All          Thanks be to God.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God and  
in memory of all those who have served our country. 

 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

This Changes Everything 

On Pentecost, we celebrate the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send the Holy 
Spirit to dwell in us and guide us, bringing understanding and unity. However, 
for those present for the events described in the reading from Acts, in which the 
Holy Spirit descended and rested upon them, celebration wasn’t exactly what 
those gathered were thinking about. Terror might be a more appropriate word. 
Shock, perhaps. Mystery. It felt like anything but a celebration; it was disruptive 
and frightening! After such an experience, your life is changed forever. Once you 
have lived through something so monumental, you are never the same. 

And that is the point. That is why we celebrate. Because on this day, the church 
was born. On this day the apostles—students of an itinerant rabbi who had taught 
his followers for only a few years—were filled with the Holy Spirit, turned upside 
down and inside out, changed utterly. On this day, not only the apostles but also 
three thousand others (Acts 2:41) were filled with the Spirit that transforms us 
and enables us to see others as our siblings in Christ. Often, the aftermath of cri-
sis makes strangers into friends. 

Several thousand people who had been turned inward, thinking of themselves, 
their needs, and their concerns, were made a community, turned outward, think-
ing of their relationships, their neighbors, and the needs and concerns of others. 
“When the Spirit of truth comes,” Jesus had said, “he will guide you into all the 
truth” (John 16:13). The Holy Spirit, blowing through a diverse group, signals a 
formation of community, a binding together to make a new way of living. And 
this is what God showed the apostles, the others gathered in that room, and the 
several thousand who were baptized: when the Holy Spirit blows into your life, 
nothing is ever the same. And that’s a cause for celebration. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Genesis 3:8-15  Psalm 130   2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1   Mark 3:20-25 


