
  

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 26, 2019 
The Services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am 

  

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter.  
Paul has a vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be.  

The risen Lord Jesus provides visions of peace that passes human understanding and power beyond human imagination. 
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GATHERING 
 
 
PRELUDE  
  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand. 
  

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN #705 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Please sit. 
 
THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INTRODUCTION OF THOSE TAKING FIRST COMMUNION  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your 

tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one 
another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever . 

Congregation  Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
All sing 
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THE WORD 

Psalm 67 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading: Acts 16:9-15 
A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the business com-
munity, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for 
the founding of the church at Philippi. 

9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come 
over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Mac-
edonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 
 
  11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and 
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We re-
mained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 
14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira 
and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When 
she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth.  
 5Let the peoples | praise you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
 7May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Reading: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in this new city, 
God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplant sun and moon. 
10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem 
coming down out of heaven from God. 
  22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun 
or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who 
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found 
there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: John 14:23-29 
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ 
followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will experience a 
peace that overcomes fear. 
23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word 
that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
  25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that 
I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that 
when it does occur, you may believe.” 

 
Pastor        The Gospel of the Lord.       
Congregation    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #715 
Please stand and sing. 

SERMON 
The Peace of Christ 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

The 8:30 service continues on page 10 with the Apostles’ Creed. 
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Pastor In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are born children of a fallen humanity; 
by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the 
church, the body of Christ.  Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in 
faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

 
Pastor Kirsten, Madeleine, and Eric, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 

do you desire to be baptized into Christ?   
Shelstas  We do. 
 
Pastor In Christian love you  also present Kirsten, Madeleine and Eric for Holy Baptism.  You 

should, therefore, faithfully care for them in every way as God gives you opportunity, that 
they may bear witness to the faith we profess, and that, living in the covenant of their 
baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus 
Christ.  Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 

Parents We do. 
and Sponsors 
 
Pastor As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 
 To live with them among God’s faithful people,  

bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,  
 teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,   

place in their hands the holy scriptures,   
and nurture them in faith and prayer,  
 so that they may learn to trust God,  
 proclaim Christ through word and deed,  
 care for others and the world God made,  

  and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 

Parents We will. 
 
Pastor Kirsten, Madeleine, and Eric, do you promise to continue grow in the Christian faith and 

life? 
Shelstas We do. 
 
Pastor People of God, do you promise to support these three and pray for them in their new life in 

Christ? 
Congregation We do. 
  
Pastor Congregation, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 

of the church. 
  
Pastor Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that 

rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Congregation We renounce them. 
 
Pastor Do you believe in God the Father?  
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

+ The Baptism of Kirsten Shelsta + 
+ The Baptism of Madeleine Shelsta + 

+ The Baptism of Eric Shelsta + 
Parents: Heather and Christopher Shelsta 

Sponsors: Kay and Scott Shelsta 
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The 11:00 service continues on page 10 with Prayers. 

 Pastor Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
Congregation I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  
Pastor Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
Congregation I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  
Pastor We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 

your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free 
from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, the 
power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given 
new life.  To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Congregation Amen. 
  
Pastor Kirsten Shelsta,  

I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
 Madeleine Shelsta,  

I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Eric Shelsta,  
I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.   

 
Sustain these three with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of 
joy in your presence. 

Congregation Amen. 
  
Pastor Kirsten, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit  

and marked with the Cross of Christ forever. 
  
 Madeleine, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit  

and marked with the Cross of Christ forever. 
 

Eric, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit  
and marked with the Cross of Christ forever. 

Lighting the baptismal candle. 
Asst. Minister Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works  

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
Pastor Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
Congregation We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share.   

Join us in giving thanks and praise to God  
and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
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OFFERING    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew.  
 
 
OFFERTORY      

‘Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring’ by J.S. Bach 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

PRAYERS  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Assisting Minister Hear us, O God. 
Congregation  Your mercy is great. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

APOSTLES' CREED    
 

 Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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COME TO THE TABLE 

OFFERTORY SONG 
Please stand and 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 Assisting Minister Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION   
All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  Those who are not baptized are invited to come forward 
for a blessing.  Simply indicate this to the Pastor when you come forward. You may take a small cup from the tray in the 
center aisle as you approach the altar, and the Communion assistants will fill your cup with wine (first chalice) or grape 
juice (second chalice). Or, you may use intinction, where the wafer is retained and touched lightly either to the wine 
(red) or to the grape juice (white). Gluten-free wafers are available from the Pastor. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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COMMUNION HYMN  #396 
All sing. 
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SENDING HYMN  #891 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 

THE SENDING 
BLESSING  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Assisting Minister  Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 

Please stand. 
Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  
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DISMISSAL 
Assisting Minister Go in peace.  Share the good news.         
Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE    

 

Please join the Redeemer family in the Crossroads foyer area  
 for fellowship and refreshments.  

Just Listen 

“Peace I leave with you” (John 14:27). If there were no other reason to love Jesus, if there were 
no other reason to want to be near him, if there were no other reason to think him divine, this 
would be enough. 

Jesus is going away, and his friends and followers are afraid. They feel lost, adrift. They don’t 
know what they will do without him. They want to keep him near so they can hear his voice 
and feel the touch of his hand. But soon these opportunities will be lost to them. 

Jesus speaks to their troubled hearts and to ours: Peace. So listen. Let all other voices be si-
lenced. Turn from everything that distracts you from the voice of Jesus. Listen to one word: 
Peace. 

Peace to the troubled places in your heart. Peace to the sadness and sorrow you carry. Peace to 
the anxieties you have about your life and future. Peace to the guilt or shame or regrets you 
bear. 

Listen to the voice of the one who has gone all the way down into death and brought back noth-
ing but life and grace, love and joy. Listen, for he tells you that the God of all creation—the one 
who formed you—wants this one thing for you: Peace. 

You are not condemned. You are not rejected. You are not abandoned. The things you fear can 
and will hurt you, but they will never snatch you from the love that holds you in eternal hands. 
Not now. Not ever. 

Jesus goes away, but he comes back to us. His Spirit abides in us, with us, among us. Always. 
He is as real as the person sitting next to you, as physically present as the bread and wine of the 
holy meal, and as warm as the hearts and hands of those soon to greet you with the word your 
heart craves: Peace. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given by Ann and Paul Lawrence to the glory of God 
and in celebration of their daughter’s wedding 

and in honor of all veterans. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are welcome in our  worship. 
There is a children’s worship bulletin for 
them.  Also, a special cart of books is in the 
back of the nave. Your children are welcome 
to borrow books for the service.  If you prefer, 
a nursery and/or childcare is available for chil-
dren up to age 3 during all worship services.  
A pager is available from the nursery.  

Visitors are invited to sign the red 
Attendance Book at the end of the pew.   
 
Hearing help available: We have for  your  
use, personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.  Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  
 
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 
 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Acts 16:16-34   Psalm 97    Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21   John 17:20-26 

Assisting with Worship at 8:30 am  
Cantor:  Waka Osifchin 
Reader: Lara Paukovits 

Ushers:  Nate Paukovits and Tricia Engle 
Chancel Care: Robin Taylor 

Coffee Hour: Gerri Swarm and Florence Ofili-Toviho 
 

Others will faithfully serve as Assisting Minister, Acolyte/Crucifer and Communion Assistant  

Assisting with Worship at 11:00 am  
Cantor:  Waka Osifchin 

Communion Assistant: Denise Augustenborg 
Reader: Shelley Brennan  

Ushers: Bob Hahne 
Chancel Care: Nancy Power 

Coffee Hour: Gerri Swarm and Florence Ofili-Toviho 
 

Others will faithfully serve as Assisting Minister and Acolyte/Crucifer,  


