
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Pentecost, May 23, 2021 

Service at 9am 
  

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries that would 
separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of 

different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be accompanied 
by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. 
Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world. 
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Gathering 
 

Prelude 
 

"God Renew Us By Your Spirit", arranged by Dale Wood 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #397 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Kyrie 
Cantors sing. 

This is the Feast 
Cantors sing. 
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The Word 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send 

us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Reading: Acts 2:1-21 
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after Passover. On this particular 
Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and 
the scriptures had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple 
languages. 

    When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 
  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock 
in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
  
  Asst Minister Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 104:24-34,35b 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 

   How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
 
 There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
 All of them look to you 
  to give them their food in due season.  
 
 You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
 When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
 
 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
  O Lord, rejoice in all your works.  
 
 You look at the earth and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 
 May these words of mine please God. 
  I will rejoice in the Lord. 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
  Hallelujah!  

Reading: Romans 8:22-27 
By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of eternal life so that we await God’s 
future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our weak human hearts to 
God. 

   We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

   Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 
Asst. Minister Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” and describes the 
difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world. 

[Jesus said,] “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from 
the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent 
me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled 
your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong 
about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I 
am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned. 
  “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father 
has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
Filled with the Holy Spirit 
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 
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Apostles' Creed    
  Asst Minister With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Hymn #786 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.  Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Special Music 

Cantors sing.  

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Asst Minister Hear us, O God. 
Congregation Your mercy is great. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
Please speak in your first language. 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
you pour out the fire of your Spirit,  
uniting in one body people of ev’ry nation and tongue. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

This Changes Everything 

On Pentecost, we celebrate the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit to dwell in us and guide us, bringing 
understanding and unity. However, for those present for the events described in the reading from Acts, in which the Holy 
Spirit descended and rested upon them, celebration wasn’t exactly what those gathered were thinking about. Terror might 
be a more appropriate word. Shock, perhaps. Mystery. It felt like anything but a celebration; it was disruptive and 
frightening! After such an experience, your life is changed forever. Once you have lived through something so 
monumental, you are never the same. 

And that is the point. That is why we celebrate. Because on this day, the church was born. On this day the apostles—
students of an itinerant rabbi who had taught his followers for only a few years—were filled with the Holy Spirit, turned 
upside down and inside out, changed utterly. On this day, not only the apostles but also three thousand others (Acts 2:41) 
were filled with the Spirit that transforms us and enables us to see others as our siblings in Christ. Often, the aftermath of 
crisis makes strangers into friends. 

Several thousand people who had been turned inward, thinking of themselves, their needs, and their concerns, were made 
a community, turned outward, thinking of their relationships, their neighbors, and the needs and concerns of others. 
“When the Spirit of truth comes,” Jesus had said, “he will guide you into all the truth” (John 16:13). The Holy Spirit, 
blowing through a diverse group, signals a formation of community, a binding together to make a new way of living. 
And this is what God showed the apostles, the others gathered in that room, and the several thousand who were baptized: 
when the Holy Spirit blows into your life, nothing is ever the same. And that’s a cause for celebration. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.   

You are an important part of our faith community. 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart.  Once you 
arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next 

to the table.  Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 

 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those who wish to have a time of 

prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from 
others.  We ask that you not gather in the Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 

 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the videos. 

Pastor                      Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  

Congregation          Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Commune 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8  Psalm 29   Romans 8:12-17  John 3:1-17 

Asst Minister: Phyllis Peter-Mallard 

The flowers are given by Michelle Brown 
to the glory of God  

in memory of Rhonda Griffith 


