
May 16th: Jesus’ Prayer  

 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable to you, my rock and 

my redeemer, Amen.  

 

In the Summer of 2013, I decided to visit my aunt and her family, who were missionaries in 

China. Every Sunday, we would go to a restaurant after church so my aunt could have her 

Sabbath from cooking. After an hour of eating and having fellowship, my uncle would pull out a 

Bible and start reading. A couple of people would look at him in confusion as to why this man 

ignored his family to read the Bible. What they didn’t know was this was the way my uncle 

enjoyed his Sabbath rest by taking a break from his family and renewing his spiritual soul with 

scripture. At one point, someone came up to him and started to ask him questions about the 

Bible and Jesus. My uncle would spend the next one hour explaining his faith to this person. 

This was a huge risk for my uncle to share his faith with a stranger. For all we know that 

stranger could be with the government and checking to see who the Christians are to notify the 

government. The government often punished many Christians who participated in underground 

churches unless they promised not to do that again. Sometimes those people are never seen 

again. As a 20-year-old who loved my aunt and her family, I was so upset that my uncle put his 

family in a dangerous situation. However, my uncle said, “Jesus risked it all for me so I can be 

with God forever, then why can’t I do the same for him?”  

 

 Those words remind me of the beautiful prayer Jesus spoke on behalf of his disciples 

before his crucifixion. Jesus knew his hour was coming where he would have to suffer a terrible 

death. No matter how horrible his death maybe, Jesus was more worried about his disciples. At 

first glance, we see that Jesus prays for protection for his disciple. When we take a closer look 

at this beautiful prayer, we see that Jesus’ desire to pray for the disciple's protection is not just 

in the present moment. Instead, it is also a prayer for protection for what the disciples are called 

to do once Jesus fulfills his earthly mission. These 11 men will no longer be students in training 

but are apostles - those who will proclaim the gospel far and wide. Because the Christian faith 

goes against everything the Jewish faith and the Roman culture, there is no doubt that the 

disciples will face persecutions of all kinds. 

 

 In our evening Bible Study on Second Corinthians, we learned of nine ways Paul 

suffered as an apostle. Some of these included beatings, imprisonments, hunger, labors, and 

even sleepless nights. This was the reality for many Christians in 1st century Rome, and it is still 

the reality for many Christians in other parts of the world. Before the rise of Hindu nationalism 

that swept through India, not many Christians lived in fear of being Christian. Before COVID 

swept through our country, I would get countless notifications of the numbers of Christians who 

were beaten and killed just to go to church or have a Christian name. Almost every night, I 

would cry out in prayer that if God could not protect them that God would at least give them the 

strength to endure the persecutions they face. 

  



This is what Jesus is doing at this moment. Jesus is putting aside his fears and anguish 

about facing his painful death to pray that God would protect them from evil and to at least 

glorify them in the work they will do in spreading the gospel.  

 

I think that’s why my uncle responded with such passion about sharing the gospel, even 

if it meant his life and family were at stake. I knew that Christ depended on him to share that 

faith in others. It’s not just him, but Christ has faith in us to live out our Christian identity no 

matter how difficult it may be. Therefore, what are we doing with our faith here and now? How 

are we sharing the good news of the gospel for those who are spiritually hungering and 

thirsting? How are we breaking down the barriers that prevent us from feeling accepted into our 

church community as well as others? Is our mission only limited to this congregation in this 

building, or are there ways to physically show others who we are and who Christ calls us to be?  

 

I think that’s why this prayer is so powerful because as we read Jesus’s words, the 

message that pops out is how Jesus wants us to be one with God. When we are one with God, 

there is a desire to eliminate these barriers in the church that we might consciously or 

subconsciously put up. When we are one with God, we will try to nurture those in our 

communities spiritually. When we are one with God, we will try to reflect upon our actions that 

have hurt others, repent them as individuals and as a community, and seek forgiveness and 

reconciliation. More so, when we are one with God, we will have the desire to spread our faith 

not just on a building on Sunday morning but every single day of our lives.  

 

I love this prayer because it is a profound reminder that as a follower of Christ, I am also 

a child of God, calling others to witness this amazing grace and the love of Christ. I love this 

prayer because I know that I am protected from evil and given the strength to endure the 

challenges that I will face with this identity. I love this prayer because the Son of God has placed 

his faith in me and believes I can do what he calls me to do. This is what gives me the strength 

to proclaim the gospel not just in the pulpit but to those whom I love. It’s because I have been 

one with God since I was baptized. Thanks be to God! 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


