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The Rev. Joshua Wullenweber  

Sermon, Maundy Thursday  

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

So tonight, I have titled my sermon where those feet have been and where those feet will go. And 

in preparing for this sermon, I will admit, I have spent a lot of time thinking about feet over this 

past week. I know that it might sound odd but considering our gospel text this evening it’s where 

my thoughts and studies have taken me. 

 

For instance, in my research I learned according to scientists we walk an average of 200 million 

steps in our lifetime. This fact reminded me of the importance of our feet play in our lives.  

 

I was reminded of how they both support us, but also of course propel us forward throughout our 

lifetimes. Our feet support us as we climb mountains and as we stand by still waters and river 

streams.  They carry us through life’s greatest moments life’s greatest struggles – from our first 

steps to our last. Our feet allow us to feel the cool grass of a spring morning as we stand in our 

yards working in our gardens and our feet carry us over hot pavement on a summer afternoon as 

we attempt to retrieve the afternoon mail. 

 

If our feet could talk, boy the stories they could tell.  

 

I continued this thought process as I studied our gospel text and thought about the disciples and 

their feet which Jesus washed. I was struck by the places those feet had been and where those 

same feet would go. What we know of the disciples before Christ is limited but we do know that 

their pasts were varied. Some were fishermen, one a tax collector, and one a zealot. Each of these 

men had a past. They each had lived and worked their whole lives before setting aside everything 

and following Christ.  

 

Now we have to believe that over the three years Jesus ministered with his disciple by his side he 

would have to have gotten to know them and their stories quite well.  I’m sure their 

conversations covered such things like where they had been, what they had done, their hopes, 

and of course their dreams.   

 

These men were not special people initially. They were average individuals, from average places 

with up to this point average stories to tell.  They were not perfect, and I am sure each of them 

had made a mistake or two along their journey of life.  But what we notice is that none of this 

stopped Jesus from accepting them and embracing them for who they were. In fact, tonight we 

see in one of Jesus’ final acts, a sign of pure love and acceptance as he washes their feet. This act 

which was generally performed not by someone of Jesus’ role as a teacher and leader shows the 

radical love, acceptance and compassion Christ had for his disciples and all those who followed 

him.  

   

Tonight, we are reminded that clearly Christ did not come to be served but to serve.  We see that 

although he was the messiah of the world his role was that of a servant leader willing to take a 

position of humility to show his disciples both love and acceptance.   
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We read tonight that all the disciples were present Peter, James, John, and yes even Judas.  Plus, 

if we are to understand the Greek correctly there is a great possibility according to John that 

those gathered were also men, woman, and children who followed Jesus throughout his ministry.  

 

So, with all his disciples gathered around. We are told that during the dinner celebration Jesus 

got up, donned a towel around his waist, poured a basin of water, and proceeded to wash each of 

the disciple’s feet.  Not caring about the mistakes of their past, their present, or even their future. 

Jesus washed the feet of all those gathered. Displaying for us the definition of radical love. The 

kind of love that is inclusive, life-giving, and life changing.   

 

In this intimate act, Jesus shows us what the inclusive and loving nature of the Body of Christ is 

and is to look like. In these final acts with his disciples, he shows us how such a simple act can 

reveal so much love and inclusion for God’s people.  

 

Now we hear the call from Christ tonight to love and care for another in this same way. Jesus 

tells us that he has set for us an example and offered us a new commandment and that 

commandment is to love one another. Now these acts of love and inclusion can be done in many 

and various ways.  But what Jesus shows us is that-that love and inclusion should be to the point 

to the point of being willing to wash the feet of another - willing to wash the feet of others even 

if those feet have dress shoes, sneakers, or no shoes on at all. Even if those feet have another 

religious or political affiliation than our own.  Even if those feet identify as male, female, or non-

binary. Even if those feet first touched the soil of a different country or region than our own.   

 

Today we witness as we have throughout Christ’s entire ministry that Jesus would have surely 

washed these people’s feet and so should we.  But tonight, we also hear the message that our call 

for love is not just an outward one but also and inward call for love and acceptance as well. 

Tonight, we are reminded that we are called to accept that our feet need washing as well. We 

from time to time need to be okay with accepting the generosity, love, and compassion of others.  

  

Now I know this can be hard especially for us Type A personalities, but like Peter in our text 

when we deny the love, help, and acceptance that others offer we are in turn missing out on the 

community and relationship offered through the Body of Christ.  We are missing out on all that-

that relationship and community offers both mentally, physically, and spiritually.  

 

Now one of the things I feel we often forget is the lasting impact these acts of love and inclusion 

have on the lives of those who receive them.  Again, thinking about our gospel text we know that 

many of Jesus’ disciples went on to do amazing things in Christ’s name. The apostles went on to 

minister in places like Jerusalem, Damascus, Antioch, and Asia Minor. We know that Thomas 

went to India, James the Elder to Spain, and Matthew to Ethiopia. 

 

It was Christ’s love outpoured that night and throughout his entire ministry that empowered these 

first disciples to continue their ministry and share Christ’s love to the world.  Setting the 

foundation for the church that has prospered to this day.  



3 
 

Now in closing being one who loves feel-good stories and uplifting examples of kindness. I want 

to share a story I read a few months back That I feel highlights our gospel text.  The story is 

about a man from Detroit who walked 21 miles round trip and took two buses to get to his place 

of employment.   

 

The community in which he lived heard of his struggle and by rallying together, each giving a 

little, they not only raised money to help him…but also got him a car.  Thanks to this 

community’s love for their neighbor, the gentlemen no longer had to spend 5 hours a day 

walking to work. Instead with this extra time he has been able to work to create a stable home 

life for he and his family. But as the story reveals at the end none of this would have been 

possible if it were not for one person who pulled over one cold snowy Michigan morning to give 

this man a ride. It was after hearing the man’s story that led the driver to rally the community’s 

support. This one random act of radical love and acceptance changed this Detroiter’s life forever.  

 

On this Maundy Thursday in the washing of his disciple’s feet Christ is showing us how simple 

an act of love can be. An act of love that asks far less than what Christ will ultimately give for 

each of us. But also, through this simple act of love Christ is encouraging us to do the same. 

Encouraging us to love and accept others in a way that empowers and inspires their steps for 

their journey’s ahead a journey rooted in Christ’s love. 

Amen.  

 


