
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

September 13, 2017 

 

Second Session – Matthew 4:12 to 9:38 

The Messiah of the Word (First Priority) and then of the Deed 

 

Matthew 4:12-17  

Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee.   

The start of Jesus’ public ministry seems to come as a result of John’s arrest.   

Jesus is aware of John but their two ministries are independent of each other.   

 

Matthew is the only gospel that states clearly that Jesus moved from Nazareth to Capernaum. 

It was not necessary for Jesus to leave Nazareth in order to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah 9:1. 

Nazareth was already situated in the tribal area of Zebulun.   

 

Isaiah 9:1-2 / Matthew 4:15-16 

In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 

the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 

the nations.   
 

The people who sat (walked) in darkness have seen a great light; those who sat in the region and 

shadow of death (lived in a land of deep darkness) – (on them) light has dawned (shined).  

 

This quotation from Isaiah reminds his readers that the preaching ministry of Jesus began in 

Galilee to fulfill Scripture and would eventually issue in the mission to all Gentiles (Matthew 

28:18-20). 

 

From that time Jesus began to …  

Phrase is used twice in this gospel (Matthew 4:17 and Matthew 16:21) 

This formula signals a new section: 

 The first three and a half chapters were concerned with the identity of Jesus. 

 This new section presents the nature of his ministry to the people.  

 

In place of the kingdom of God, Matthew uses the term kingdom of heaven. 

This could be due to his desire to show reverence for the divine name. 

It is a reference to the full establishment of God’s rule. 

It is not a physical space but a reference to an activity … 

 God is about to establish his rule among those who have treated his power with disdain. 

 

Matthew 4:18-22 

Matthew is careful with his words so as to emphasize the authority of Jesus. 

In Luke 5:1-11 the new disciples are overwhelmed by Jesus’ miracles and are moved to follow. 

This call story is reduced to the stark details: 

 Jesus summons with irresistible authority. 

 The men respond with radical obedience. 

 This will become the pattern for all future believers. 

 All must leave their world behind and enter the new world into which Jesus invites them. 



Matthew 4:23-25 

For the author of Matthew, teaching / preaching is of greater importance than doing miracles. 

He believed there were too many Christians whose lives did not match their behaviors. 

They heard the gospel but they did not obey his teachings. 

 In Mark the call of the first disciples is followed immediately by the first miracle. 

 In Matthew the call of the first disciples leads into the Sermon on the Mount. 

 In Matthew it is the authenticity of Jesus’ teaching that makes his miracles significant.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Matthew 5:1-12 

In Matthew this sermon is the first important act in Jesus’ ministry. 

He sat down, his disciples came to him, and he began to teach. 

In Matthew Jesus is the one who fulfills the law by providing their proper interpretation. 

 

The Greek word used in the text is makarioi – blessed 

We need to remember that Jesus is teaching to a Jewish community. 

The beatitudes reflect the function of ashrē in Hebrew Scriptures.  

It means happiness derived from a right relationship with God. 

  

Matthew 5:13-16 

The word you is plural → the community as a whole is challenged to serve as salt and light to the 

world.  Such a task cannot be accomplished by individuals but together as the body of Christ.   

 We must add zest to the whole world. 

 The church is to genuinely proclaim Christ as Lord to be truly the light of the world. 

 We are not the light but we are the window through which the light is to be seen. 

 

Matthew 5:17-20 

It is the preface to the sayings of Jesus as the God-authorized interpreter of the law. 

In this context the word fulfill means to establish or confirm. 

 

Jesus’ mission is to confirm the law and the prophets by interpreting Scripture in terms of God’s 

ultimate will.  Obedience must be to the spirit of the law as revealed to them by Jesus.  It did not 

mean to be strict adherents of the law (like the Scribes and Pharisees).   

 

Bad behavior would result in exclusion from the kingdom. 

 

Matthew 5:21-48 

You have heard that it was said … but I say to you 

 God condemns anger that leads to physical violence that leads to murder. 

 It is not a sin for a man to look at a woman but a man cannot lust after her. 

 In the case of divorce, it is the ultimate will of God for married couples to stay together. 

 There is an acknowledgement that some marriages are beyond repair. 

  

 

 

 



It is the will of God that we be truthful in our words and faithful to our commitments. 

 Jesus challenges us to renounce our right to retaliation. 

  It is not intended to be taken in a literal sense. 

  We are to take more seriously God’s intention for his people. 

  The old ways of retaliation and self-protection must give way to a gentler approach. 

  The rationale is provided in the last antithesis (love our enemies). 

  

  How are we to love a person whose hostility threatens us and whose behavior we abhor? 

  Jesus is not restricting our love of enemies to a level of feeling. 

  When we love our enemies we are to act in a positive way towards them. 

  Love is something we do – walk the extra mile and turn the other cheek. 

  Praying for our enemies involves a serious attempt to see them from God’s point of view. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Matthew 6:1-18 

After the author of Matthew presented new interpretations of the law, he now turns to three 

religious practices that are traditional to Judaism and are presented in a matter-of-fact way.  The 

passage does not encourage the reader to give, pray and fast but assumes that we will. What is 

encouraged is the way we are to do these practices. 

 Each begins with a negative example and their superficial reward. 

 Each concludes with a suggestion of the proper fulfillment of the obligation. 

 

Matthew 6:19-34 

This section is about the right use of money. 

 As human beings we love to collect things / treasures.   

 We assign status to one another based on what has been acquired. 

 

These verses challenge equating our worth with our possessions.  

As followers of Christ we are to accumulate treasure that is centered on acts of kindness. 

We confess that we have chosen to serve God yet our actions do not coincide with our words. 

Daily we let mammon set our priorities and determine our choices. 

 

The challenge is to set our priorities on God and not on the things of this world. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Matthew 7:1-6 

Judge not!  To judge is a social sin. 

It is neither desirable nor possible to silence all criticisms we have of others. 

This text reminds us that destructive criticism is counterproductive. 

 

Matthew 7:7-11 

This text concludes the imperatives we call the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:21-7:6). 

 We have just been asked to let go of our anger and retaliation. 

 We have been told to love our enemies and forgive those who hurt us. 

 We are to control our criticism of others. 



How can we fulfill these demands and show that we are followers of Christ? 

 For us it is impossible but with God all things are possible. 

 By persistently asking, seeking and knocking we can obey these impossible demands. 

 Prayer is not intended as a means to manipulate God into satisfying our every desire. 

 

Matthew 7:12  

The Golden Rule! 

The rule is golden only when interpreted in light of a Christian context. 

It is a summary of Jesus’ interpretation of the law and the prophets. 

 

Matthew 7:13-27 

The rest of the chapter is eschatological warnings. 

We are to take seriously the core teachings of Jesus. 

Matthew 7:21-23 is important. 

 In Mark the author emphasizes the necessity of accepting Jesus as the crucified Christ. 

 In Matthew the author emphasizes our devotion to Jesus as Lord. 

  We show our devotion by obeying his ethical instructions. 

  We not only possess the teachings of Jesus but we act on them. 

  The Great Commission will reaffirm this emphasis. 

  The disciples are challenged to go to the Gentiles and make them doers of his teachings. 

 

Matthew 7:28-29 

In Luke there is no response to the Sermon on the Plain. 

 

In Matthew the people show astonishment (not so much as to the content of Jesus’ teaching) but 

the authority by which he teaches.  We are to hear his teachings as coming from our Lord and 

King (and not simply as a wise teacher). 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Matthew 8 

We now enter into a new section of the gospel (Jesus demonstrates his divine power). 

In Matthew the one who performs miracles is the Son of God. 

Each story points to Jesus as the obedient Messiah in and through whom God’s power is shown. 

The collection is divided by Matthew into three groupings of three stories each: 

 It is a total of ten miracles. 

 The seventh story includes two healings. 

 

Matthew 8:1-17 

In each of the first three miracles the recipient is excluded from full participation in Israel: 

 The leper is unclean. 

 The servant of the centurion is a Gentile. 

 The mother-in-law of Peter is a woman. 

 

 

 

 



The function of the miracles is not to awaken faith but to see faith in action. 

The miracles acknowledge the authority of Jesus. 

In the second case there is a stern warning to the Jewish community – 

 they forfeit their birthright by refusing to accept Jesus as the Lord’s anointed. 

 

In Mark the author states that they brought all who were sick and Jesus healed many. 

In Matthew the author states that they brought many and Jesus healed them all. 

 

Matthew 8:18-9:8 

The quotation from Isaiah found in Matthew 8:17 concludes the first three miracles. 

It transitions us into the next set of miracles which will be different from the first set. 

 

Discipleship Sayings: 

The emphasis in this section is on discipleship. 

The miracles speak of Jesus’ power and authority. 

Discipleship means submitting to that power and authority. 

Jesus uses the term Son of Man when he speaks of his earthly vocation and heavenly glory. 

Jesus insists that following him must take precedence over important family responsibilities. 

 

The story of the storm becomes a real parable about what it means to follow Jesus. 

The disciples represent the church whose faith is tossed about by storms. 

The storms are the persecution, rejection, and poverty they will face as followers of Christ. 

 

In Matthew 8:28-34 Jesus has authority over demons. 

The demons recognize Jesus as the Son of God. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Matthew 9:1-8 Jesus has authority to forgive sins. 

Jesus offers forgiveness prior to repentance, confession, and a request for forgiveness. 

This caused controversy as well as Jesus’ association with scandalous people (what follows). 

 

Matthew 9:9-17 

Jesus is not just friends with tax collectors and sinners but their physician. 

Part of Jesus’ mission is to invite sinners to the heavenly banquet. 

They are invited not because they are worthy but because of the grace of God. 

Jesus felt a special sense of mission to the lost sheep of Israel. 

 

The question on fasting stresses the grace of God and the right to celebrate what God is doing. 

The two parables in vs. 16-17 interpret the dispute on fasting: 

 Fasting represents an old way of responding to God. 

 It is incompatible with the joy of people who see what God is doing through Christ.   

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 9:18-34 

This is the final set of miracles in this section. 

All three stories are double miracles.  They are three stories of faith. 

 The raising of a dead girl is combined with the healing of a hemorrhaging woman. 

 The next story is the restoration of sight to two blind men. 

 The third story tells of a deaf-mute person who is also demon possessed. 

 

Conclusion of section: 

In Matthew 4:23 – Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 

In Matthew 9:35 – Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and 

sickness.   

 

Matthew adds vs. 36-38 to introduce the next section – 

 By showing compassion for the distressed people Jesus is seen as the promised David. 

 Up to this point Jesus has been the sole missionary. 

 In the next chapter he makes his disciples partners in his work of preaching and healing. 

 

Third Session (September 20)  

Matthew 10:1 – 13:52 

 

 

 

 

 

 


