
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

October 11, 2017 
 

Matthew 24:1 – 28:20  

 

In Matthew we have some of the most familiar and unique stories – 

 The Visit of the Wise Men (Chapter 2) 

 The Sermon on the Mount Chapters 5-7) 

 The Lord’s Prayer (Chapter 6) 

 Peter described as the Rock on which the Church would be built (Chapter 16) 
 

The author of Matthew is at the same time the most Jewish and the most anti-Jewish writer. 
 

The main body of the gospel is divided into five sections. 

Preceding the first section is the story of the birth of Jesus and his infant years. 

Following the last section is the account of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Each of these sections concludes with some form of the phrase …  

When Jesus had finished these sayings 
  

 Matthew 5:1-7:29   The Sermon on the Mount 

 Matthew 10:1-42   Sending the Twelve Disciples Out  

 Matthew 13:1-53   Parables of the Kingdom 

 Matthew 18:1-35   Regulations for Life in the Church 

 Matthew 23-25   The End of the Age 
 

The author of Matthew stresses the teachings of Jesus and his marvelous powers. 

 The story of Jesus’ birth is almost entirely based on divine disclosures (dreams / virgin birth). 

 Equally important is the guiding star that led the wise men to the birthplace of Jesus. 

 Matthew reproduced all the miracle stories also found in Mark but with some modifications. 

 When he modified the miracles he heightened the miraculous event … 

  The daughter of the synagogue leader died (9:18-26). 

  The author of Mark noted that the daughter was at the point of death (Mark 5:21-24).  
 

 The author changes the stories to reflect his theological intent … 

  he concentrates on the faith of the people healed 

  he confirms the authority of Jesus 

  he makes clear the demands of discipleship 
 

The joy of the miracles is most evident in his account of the empty tomb (28:1-10). 

Mark describes the stone as already rolled back and a young man makes the announcement 

that Jesus has been raised from the dead.  Matthew reports a great earthquake, an angel 

descending from heaven, the terror that strikes down the guards.   
 

Only in Matthew (at the death of Jesus) was there an earthquake and the bodies of many 

saints were raised even before the resurrection of Jesus took place (28:51-53). 
 

The actions by God on behalf of Jesus were not arbitrary or random.  In Matthew it was the 

unfolding of a divine plan which people of faith could see in the Old Testament prophecies.  A 

distinctive feature in Matthew is the way the quotations from Scripture were introduced … 

 This was done to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet. 

 



For example, the author of Matthew created the story of Judas’ death (27:3-10) to fit his 

combination of two or three prophecies found in Zechariah 11:12-13 and Jeremiah 32:6-15. 

 The actions of the prophets make no reference to the betrayal of the Messiah. 

 The prophets also do not refer to any money received as a bribe. 

In Matthew the concern was to show how the purpose of God (revealed in Scripture) was 

fulfilled even when Jesus was betrayed by one of his own followers. 
 

It was also understood by the author that in Jesus the law and the prophets were fulfilled. 

In Matthew, ethics is not a matter of conformity to the legal requirements of the law. 

The true child of the kingdom teaches rightly and lives rightly (unlike the Pharisees). 

The author of Matthew has no quarrel with the moral demands of the Pharisees. 

 His complaint is that they do not live up to their own standards.  

 Obedience to the law was not confined to ethical performance. 

 It included participation in typical Jewish acts of piety (prayer, almsgiving, and fasting). 

 The way of righteousness is a way of life. 

 The commandment to love is put into concrete action. 

  It is the one who does the will of the Father. 

  It is the one who hears the words of Jesus and does them. 
 

The mixed nature of the Christian community is illustrated in the Parables of the Kingdom.   

1) The Parable of Weeds Among the Wheat (13:24-30) is unique to Matthew.  In his explanation 

of the parable, the author warns the members of the church that some of them are worthy of 

salvation and some will be sent to eternal damnation.   

2) In the Parable of the Net (13:47-50) the author warns the members to examine themselves to 

see whether they will be among the good or with the bad on the Day of Judgment. 

3) The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard (20:1-16) is also unique to Matthew.  The 

author shifts the meaning so that the parable is setting up a defense for the late-arriving 

Gentiles.  They will gain priority over the Jewish community even though the Jews were 

there from the beginning.  In his estimation they lost their place of special favor with God.  

The true nation is no longer the Jewish people but the Church. 

4) In the Parable of the Wedding Banquet (22:1-14) the author reshaped the parable so that 

those who have finally come to the feast include both the good and the bad.   

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

EXPECTATIONS OF THE END 

 

The theme of the nearness of the kingdom of God is announced by John the Baptist. 

The other gospels speak only of John preaching about repentance. 

Only in Matthew is John aware of Jesus as the Son of God at the time of his baptism. 

Jesus takes up the message of John when he starts his public ministry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 24:45-51 

The Faithful or the Unfaithful Slave 
 

In Matthew there is a need for watchfulness in light of the delayed parousia (coming). 

In this parable there is encouragement for those who remain faithful. 

There is also a solemn warning of the judgment that will fall on those not prepared or ready. 

 

Matthew 25:1-13 
The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids 
 

Reinforces the point that when the parousia takes place some will be ready and some will not. 

The author underscores the catastrophic consequences of failure to be ready … 

 there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth 
 

There are hints in the gospel that the interval between the first coming of Christ and his parousia 

in glory is not be considered an insignificant period of waiting.  There is a new responsibility – 

the obligation of the followers of Jesus to preach the gospel and to instruct all the people in the 

world.  But for now the outreach is to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
 

There is also a new reality – the Church will not only be composed of the good and the bad but 

Jew and Gentile.  The Church is the new nation which will produce the fruits of righteousness 

that the people of Israel failed to cultivate.   
 

For the author of Matthew the Church is the true Israel. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OTHER READINGS UNIQUE TO MATTHEW 

 

Matthew 25:31-46 

The Judgment of the Nations 
 

In Matthew, at the last judgment all will be judged on the basis of how people treated the needy. 

Issues with this literal interpretation … 

 Faith plays no part in the final judgment. 

 In the previous chapters there were other grounds for judgment. 

 The passage offers encouragement to Christians to do good works as a result of faith. 

 

Matthew 26:26-30  

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
 

The story is found in all three gospels. 

It is only in Luke that we learn of it being in preparation for the Passover. 

 

Matthew 27:3-10  

The Death of Judas 
 

The death of Judas is explained very differently in Acts 1:15-20. 

The only detail in common is the purchase of a piece of land. 

In Matthew the story is inserted into the middle of the narrative about Jesus before Pilate. 



 Judas appears on the scene at this point in order to remind us that Jesus is innocent. 

 It prepares us for Pilate finding Jesus innocent. 

 Then the author can claim that Jesus is before Pilate out of envy. 

 The return of the betrayal money points everything back to the Jewish leaders. 

 They acknowledge their guilt and accept their responsibility in verse 25. 
 

 Both Peter and Judas are guilty of a serious sin against Jesus. 

 Peter shows genuine repentance by remembering what Jesus said and by weeping bitterly. 

 Judas is simply gripped with remorse. 

  Two different Greek words are used for repentance –  

  In the case of Peter the word is metanoeō (genuine repentance or turning around) 

  In the case of Judas the word is metameleō (regret or to change one’s mind) 

  Judas understands he made a terrible mistake but fails to turn to the mercy of God. 

  He atones for his sins by returning the money. 
 

The story of Judas constitutes a fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy. 

In Matthew everything that happens to Jesus is in accordance with God’s plan. 

The quoted Scripture is not found in any Old Testament passage but is an adaptation of one. 

As already noted it refers to Zechariah 11:12-13 and Jeremiah 32:6-15. 

  

Matthew 28:11-20 

The Report of the Guard 
 

As in the other gospels, in Matthew the empty tomb is not proof but a sign of the resurrection. 

In Matthew Jesus’ message for the disciples is an echo of what the angel already said. 

However the word disciples is replaced by brothers (meaning the eleven disciples). 

The substitution is used to show Jesus’ forgiveness of the ten who forsook him and the one who 

denied him.  The author also refrains from giving a verbal portrayal of the risen Messiah. 

 

Matthew 28:16-20 
The Commissioning of the Disciples 
 

The great commission is prefaced with one of the most important Christological statements in the 

Gospel of Matthew … All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  In Matthew 

Jesus is not waiting passively in heaven for his glorious arrival as judge and king but is already 

exercising his Lordship as the Son of God. 
 

The target of the commission is all the Gentiles (more accurate translation than nations). 

This interpretation does not exclude Jews as perspective disciples. 

The most remarkable feature about the statement is the absence of any call to preach the gospel. 

And there is no demand for faith as a precondition for baptism. 

The Gentiles are to be converted to a unique way of living together in community. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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